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The Address

members of this Progressive group in going
up against the real problems, tackling them
like men—and women, by the way—and
endeavouring to bring about the solution
of our real problems.

Mr. JOHN A. MacKELVIE (Yale): Mr.
Speaker, I do not know that I would have
intruded in this debate, had it not been
that I rather consider it of importance that
a representative of a large agricultural
section of the West——of the westernmost
province of the Dominion, indeed—should
lay before this House his views of the fiscal
policy of the country, more especially as
related to the tariff question, in order that
our Progressive friends to my left may
have some indication that all the agricul-
turists of Canada do not hold the same
opinions regarding the tariff as those
which have been so freely expressed since
the opening of this House.

Before I proceed with my remarks along
those lines, I desire, very heartily and sin-
cerely, to unite myself with those who have
expressed congratulations to you, Sir, on
your elevation to your most important posi-
tion. Those of us who have been privi-
leged to sit with you in this House before,
need no assurance that you will bring to
that high position both grace and dignity,
and that you will always conduct affairs
under your control with absolute impar-
tiality.

I should like also to add my measure of
congratulation to the mover and the sec-
onder of the Address, and, in this instance,
perhaps, T can speak with more feeling
than the ordinary member, as only a year
or so ago it fell to my lot to second the
Address and to make my maiden speech iu
this House. I can well recall the feeling
of trepidation and diffidence with which I
approached that task. I only wish that
I could flatter myself that I succeeded in
accomplishing the duty laid upon me on that
occasion half so well as the hon. gentlemen
who undertook the same performance a few
days ago.

I also, perhaps, may be permitted to ex-
press very hearty congratulations to the
new Prime Minister of this country upon
having attained, at such an early period of
his life, to the highest position in the gift
of the Canadian people. I may, however,
frankly add that I do not suppose that I,
or some of my associates in this section of
the House, would be in danger of collapsing
from heart trouble or dying of grief, did
the exigencies of the occasion require that,

at a sooner or later period—and we all
here trust it may be sooner—he might be
required to cross the floor again and take
up a position, Sir, at your left.

Along with other members who have very
heartily and, I know, very sincerely, con-
gratulated this House upon the addition
to it of a lady member, I desire to add
my voice in giving expression to the very
great pleasure it affords me to see the hon.
member for Southeast Grey (Miss Mac-
phail) occupying a seat in this Chamber.
I would not say that any individual mem-
ber around me would be so self-sacrificing
as to wish that, in the next approaching
contest, his seat might be filled by a lady
representative; but I think I might ven-
ture to say that many of us would probably
not be very sorry if our near neighbours
should suffer from a fate such as that.

I am aware that a speaker in this de-
bate on the Address is afforded a good
deal of latitude and can, if it so suits him,
discuss a great variety of subjects without
being held too closely to the Speech from
the Throne; but I suppose, in order to
maintain some semblance of debate, it
would be wise, at least, and advisable that
a little attention be given to the remarks
of those who have immediately preceded me
to-day. I have been impressed—and I
think the impression has been conveyed
very strongly to other members of this
House—that among our new associates to
our left, is numbered a very considerable
proportion of speakers who would grace
any large assembly in the land. I have
listened with marked satisfaction to some
speeches which have come from that quar-
ter of this assembly and which, for clear-
ness, gracefulness of diction and compre-
hensive grasp, from their point of view,
of the subjects to which they have given
consideration, have reached a very high
level.

I cannot, however, with an equal degree
of sincerity, congratulate them upon some
of the principles which they have set so
vigorously before this House. I am
tempted to draw attention to an illustra-
tion used by the hon. and very eloquent
member for Swift Current (Mr. Lewis)
who dwelt rather humourously on a re-
mark made by the hon. member for St.
John and Albert (Mr. Baxter) yesterday
regarding a pamphlet issued as campaign
literature by the party on the other side
of the House, in which pamphlet attention
was drawn to a promise that, if they came
into power, a reduction would be effected in



