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United States. The late Mr. Duff was the
first Minister of Agriculture in the world
to appoint district representatives. He
took young men from college and placed
them in various sections of the country so
that there would be one in each district.
These young men selected experimental
plots; they taught the farmers how to
spray their apples, how to grow corn, how
to spray their potatoes, how to judge their
cattle; and so they caused a revolution in

the work of agriculture throughout the

province of Ontario. The initiation of
that work was due to the late Mr. Duff,
when he was Minister of Agriculture for
Ontario. I want that justice to be done
to his memory; I want it known that he
was the man who initiated that system. It
was so good a system that it has been
copied all over the United States. You
cannot take up any American paper but
you will read about these district represen-
tatives and the wonderful work they have
done. All this work was first begun in
the province of Ontario. Then the system
of co-operation amongst the farmers was
first put into effect in the province of On-
tario. Hon. Mr. Duff established farmers’
clubs where the farmers could meet and
talk together and inaugurate co-operative
marketing and work of that character. I
am very sorry to say that after these
clubs were instituted some people, more in-
fluenced by politics than common sense,
turned the majority of these organizations
into political clubs instead of retaining
them as farmers’ clubs which they for-
merly were. It never was intended by Mr.
Duff when he established the farmers’
clubs that they should become centres of
discontent. I know that other clubs have
been established throughout the country.
The West has followed the footsteps of
Ontario, and in many cases they have gone
one better. The knowledge that is being
disseminated through the various provinces
is owing to the efforts -of students who
have passed through the College of Agri-
culture of Ontario. Take the United
States and you can scarcely go to a state
and ask “who founded this agricultural
college?” but you will be told “so-and-so
from the Ontario College of Agriculture.”
These men have led the way in the develop-
ment of agricultural knowledge and work,
and not sufficient credit has been given to
them. They did not work for any political
purpose; they worked to benefit humanity
and to promote the interests of the farmer.
To-day there is a great deal of outery
about the “poor farmer.” We have had
[Mr. Currie.]

politicians going all through the country, -
especially in my own riding, crying out,
“Oh, the poor farmer; the farmer has such
a poor time farming in Ontario.” Now
the province of Ontario produces more
farming wealth than any other province,
and yet what happens? The late Minister
of Agriculture for Canada stated not long

ago that the farms of Ontario were de- =

serted by the agriculturists, that the far-
mers were all going to the city. I say that
is not true. The agriculturists from On-
tario have gone West. The young man
from the Ontario farm has shown his
mettle in the West, and if you see a good
farmer in the West you can depend upon
it he is a young man from Ontario. That
is where the surplus population from On-
tario has gone. We do not begrudge the
West those men. There is a certain
amount of the population who will go to
the city no matter what you do for them.
I may say this for the benefit of the hon.
gentleman who was the former Minister of
Agriculture that I have for some time been
taking the Fabian pamphlets published by
the Socialists in London, and in one
pamphlet after another and as .a means
of causing discontent among the farmers
you find this question of rural depopulation
raised. In fact the English socialists, the
reds, over there are trying to cause all the
trouble they can amongst the rural popu-
lation of England. I wish further to say
that the farms of Ontario and of the West
would be worth exactly one hundred per
cent more than they are to-day if we had
less of these “whining Willies” going
around and crying out about the poor far-
mer. The farmer organizations in the
United States do not discuss such questions
and cry aloud what poor people they are.
Take the price of farm land in Wisconsin
or Ohio—I have been in those states within_
the past few months—and take the price of
farm land in the province of Ontario,
which is nearer to good markets, and is
superior to any kind of farms they have
got over there. 'What do you find? You
find farms in Ohio and Wisconsin selling
at $300 an acre; but you do not find farms
in Ontario selling at half that figure.

Mr. ROBB: My hon. friend forgets the
difference in population.

Mr. CURRIE: There is no difference
whatever. I have been on those farms
and know their size and quality; they are
not any larger or better than any we have
in Ontario.

Mr. ROBB: They have a larger market



