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COMMONS

portant, the construction of this road has
brought to light the fact that in Northern
Manitoba and Saskatchewan there is great
mineral and other wealth which will place
this part of the country on a par with
any other part of Canada, if not in a
better position. It has also brought to
light the fact that the Hudson Bay itself
may be and will be looked upon in the future
as one of our national assets. Without
taking up any further time, therefore, I
wish simply to urge upon the minister and
upon the Government as strongly as I can
the d'esirabilitx of incurring no further de-
lay in completing this road. Further delay
means great loss, directly in money and
indirectly in the development of the North
country,—and the letter has already been
delayed altogether too long. Therefore, on
behalf of the West as well as on behalf of
the whole of Canada, I urge that in con-
nection with this national enterprise some
work of construction be done this year;
that at least an additional mileage of
rails be laid, which work will have ex-
ceedingly beneficial effects and besides
serve as a guarantee of good faith on the
part ‘of the Government.

(Three members, Mr. Chisholm, Mr. La-
fortune and Mr. Caldwell having risen at
the same time):

The CHAIRMAN: I am sorry, but I
promised Mr. Chisholm two hours ago that
I would see him next.

Mr. LAFORTUNE: I have only a ques-
tion to put.

Mr. CALDWELL: Hag the minister for-
gotten to answer my question?

The CHAIRMAN: We will let Mr. La-
fortune put his question; then Mr. Cald-
well will receive his answer; then Mr. Chis-
holm will have the floor.

Mr. LAFORTUNE: May I ask the min-

ister if he has a few dollars to spend for-

the repair of the Lachine lock bridge?

Mr. J. D. REID: I understand that a
walk is wanted across the locks. We are
investigating that whole matter with a view
to seeing whether we can give the accom-
modation along the lines suggested by the
hon. member.

Mr. LAFORTUNE: It is very urgent.
"Mr. J. D. REID: Yes, I know.

Mr. CALDWELL: The minister did not
answer my question when he was dealing
with the remarks made by other hon.
gentlemen.

[Mr. Campbell.]

-other coal mines.

Mr. J. D. REID: I will answer when my
hon.. friend (Mr. Chisholm) gets through.

Mr. CHISHOLM : My only reason for im-
posing upon the indulgence of the commit-
tee at this hour is to express my regret that
the Government has not seen fit to carry
out what I regard as a promise made last
year, or at least what I expected would
be done in view of the statements made
at that time. I refer to the Invermess rail-
way. I am like my hon. friend (Mr. Log-
gie) ; the first spech I made in the House
was in respect to an extension of railways
in the county of Inverness, and I have
ever since continued session after session
to keep before the Government the urgency
for railway extension. 1 had hoped that
the Government would not fail to acguire
this branch line in view of the great traffic
possibilities which would result from the
development of our immensely varied and
valuable natural resources. The Govern-
ment did make certain proposals to the
owners of that road, or rather to the bond-
holders with a view to getting” control of
it, but I thought at the time that the price
offered was entirely too low. I realized the
importance of this railway from the stand-
point of traffic. I knew of the great wealth
of western Cape Breton island and also
how important it was that the railway pass-
ing through that zone should be in the
hands of some concern that was not entirely
concentrating its efforts on the development
of its own properties. The Government I
regarded as the proper party to own it.
The Inverness railway wag constructed by
the Inverness Railway Company in 1897-98.
They owned coal properties down there, but
so far as I can see or so far as the people
of Inverness can see, the company has
never done anything to encourage the de-
velopment of our resources or to extend
its line beyond its coal mines but haul its
own coal and discourage the development of
They have defeated any
effort in this direction on the part of other
industrial undertakings. You will marvel
at the lack of development in my county.
in view of the importance of coal, when 1
tell you that in that zone from Port Hood
north there is estimated to be 1,300,000,000
tons of first-class bituminous coal. This
estimate is the result of investigations made
by qualified officers of both federal and pro-
vinecial governments.

The Inverness railway probably owned
about one-tenth of that coal. Two coal
properties were operated on a small scale
along the course of this railway, but owing
to the policy of the Mackenzie and Mann



