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Sir ROBERT BORDEN: Perhaps Sy rigtht
hon. f riend may wish -to day eomnet.hing albout
the. Milibary Cowiieion on "ii motion.

Sir WLLFRRD LAURIER: I arn oatisfied,
with wwIat I havç asaid.

Motion agzfeed to..

F16HERY TREATY.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER i2oved:

For a copy of the treaty between Great Britain
and the United States concerning flsheriea be-
tween Canada and the United States.

Sir ROBERT BORDEN: lt is imnpossible
to bing do'wn a copy of the treaty. It hms
flot yet been, made. Negotiations are stiill
pending.

Sfir WI.LFRID LAURIER: Dropped.

AMENDMENT 0F PENITENTIÂRY ACT.

Tihe Order of the day being called'-,
The Minlster of Justice--m Commnittee of the

Whole-The following proposed resolutton:
Resoived,l 5Iat it is expedient to amend the

Penitentiary Act, Chapter 147 of the Revised
Statutes, and to provide that the Governor ln
Coàncil mx>' appoint a Superintendent of Penl-
teÉitiaries, who shall be an officer of the De-
partment of Justice, and superlntend the adin-
istration and business of the penitentiarles, and
who shall be pald a saIar>' of four thousand
dollars ver annum; and three inspectors of
Penitentiaries who shall be classifled as officers
of the Depirtmient of Justice, in subdivision B
of the Firet Division of the Civil Service, and
shall each receive a minimum saiary of t7ent>'-
five hundred dollars per annum.

Hou. Mr. DOHERTY: I beg to be sillawed
to drop this niotice, ats an error lias crept in
lit as it is; drfa.wn, and, eutbject to renewing it
in the correct fouit, At will b. dropped.

Motion dropped.

DOMINION LAN'DS ACT AMENDMENT.

Hon. ARTHUR MEIGHEN (Minister. of
the Interior) moved for leave to introduce,
Bill No'. &,to amend the Dominion Lands
Act.

H. aaid: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of -the
Bill is to make a variety of emefidments tb
the Dlominion Lands Act. Sonie'of the miain
amendments were before the House in a
sgamflar BihI which- was introduced, but
which did not àecure the assent of Parlia-
ment,. et the lest ession. When I make
that stàtement I know that most of the hon.
memibers present will understand the main
purpose of the Bill. It provides facilities-
for pre-emption holders, to obtain loans
upon their pre-emptions prior to the issue
ci the patents. It provides in varjous ways
for facilitating the working of the 'Act, but
there is no clause in the Bill providing for

* anything in the way of a fundamental, im-
portant or radical change. But; by way of
expleneation, I think it well to refer 10 a,
matter of some importance particularly to,
hon. members represgenting western ,con-
stituencies. Mainly with a view te meeting
the evident requirement 's of the Soldiers'
Settiement Board, in connection with
soldiers' as'ettlerient, it lias been declded t0
witbdraw entirely thc pnivilege of the pre-
emption of purchaséd homesteade. The
,clause of the Act which froides for the.
purchase o! pre-emption homestead~ wil
cease te have cffeccl from and aft r to-
morrow. From that time the privilege of
free homesteading, or the privilege of ta2king
land, will be confined te the ordinary home-
steading riglit. It miglit alio be added that
this riglit is being substantieally oiirtailed
as well by a"provision for the exclusion froM
ils exercise of very considerable areas of
western 'land within proximity tR railways.
This is being done at the requcat of the
Scidiexs' Settiement Board and under the
provisions of the Aset of hast session estab-
lishing that Board.,i

Motion agreed to -and. Bill read the first
time.

On motion o! Sir Robert Borden, te
House adjounxWd 'At 2.55 p.m.

Thursday, March 21, 1918.

The House met at Three o'clock.

PRIVATE BILLS.

FIRST READING.

Bull No. 6, respccting The Burrard 'Inlet
Tunnel and Bridge Company.-Mr. Stevens.

Bili No. 7, respecting The Canadian In-
demnity Compnry.-Mr. Allen.

Bill No. S, respecting The Cosmos Cotton
Company.-Mr. Spinncy.

Bill No. ý, reepecting Fraser Lumber CQm-
pany, Limited, and Fraser Oompan.ies,
Limited.-Mr. Elkin.

Bill No. 1,to enable the Western Power
Comnpany o! Canada, Limited, la own and
operate lhe, Railway o! the Westerù Canada
Power Company, Limited.-Mr. Stacey.

HON. SIR THOMAS WHITE.

STATEMENT BT PRIME MINISTER *S TO
ais ABSENCE BECAUSE 0F

ILL-HEÂLTaL

Rt. Hon. Sir ROBERT BORDEN: In reply
to the. question .addreseed to me yesterdày
by the leader of th. Opposition, it la my
duty, but with great regret, la inform tihe


