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unable to turn =0 sharply she would get many a heavy
blow, that the smailer ship would escape,

* T consider that the season for the opening of naviga-
tion to such vessels us the nbove will, on the average, fall
between 1st and loth July, The position and movements
of the ice I have nlready discussed, and need not here re-
peat. The closing of the season would be about the first
week in Qetober, partly on aceount of the descent of old
ice from Fox Channel into the western end of the Straits;
this uld ice heing rapidly cemented into solid floe by the
formation of young ice hetween the pang; in such ice, no
ship, however powerful, ¢ould do anythingto free herself,
At this time, too, the days are rapidly shortening, and
snowstorins are frequent though not of great duration.

“ Altogether, I consider the navigation of Hudson
Straits as being more than ordinarily diffieult, with shores
inhospitable nnd bleak, preseniing such a picture of lone-
liness and desolation, that it takes some time to get
accustomed to it. The only safety in thick weather lies in
the constant use of the lead and keeping a bright lookout,
as the dead-reckoning is frequently 1n error to a consider-
able extent.”

Now, I think T have quoted enough to show that
it is impossible to navigate the %’Iudson Straits
during the winter, that it is impossible to make
more than one voyvage in the year from England
and veturn, unless under most favourable cireum-
stances and in the face of extraordinary risks. To
show vou what is thought on this subject, I will
quote from the evidence of Mr. Smith, the Deputy
Minister of Marvine. In his examination he stated
that he considered it almost impossible to make
more than one trip from England to Churchill and
return, and he was asked :

“Do you refer to sailing ships when you speak of a
vessel making two trips in the season?—Ne ; I am speak-
ing of tust stenmers. It wouid have to be an exception-
ally fast steamer, and a favouriable scuson, with as little
delay as possible. Of course the vessels for thig work have
to he buiit exceptionally strong. Chief Commissioner
Graham told me that the vessels were provided with
double stores and double erews, against accident. The
ordinury ocean vessel would not be able to go in there at
21l. They should be as strong as wood and iron can make
them, and no expense spared in their constraction,”

He was further asked :

““ Do you not think there would be a great deal more for
steamers ?7—With steamers, as you are aware, we have
had sowme experience. We did everything possible to
strengihen the Nortiern Light, and make ber efficient for
the service; <till with ail that she has cost a great amount
of money to keep her in repair. The charvacter of theice
is such that an ordinary steamer could not go through at
all; that is, ocean tramps, as they are ecailed—these
vegsels that sail between Liverpool and New York. The
ice would knock a hole in the bottom of such a vessel ina
moment, and she would go down., We had to put both
greenheart and iron-plating on the Nosrthern Light, aund
yvet she rung u chanee of ineurring heavy expense for
repairs at any time.”

And still they ask for a grant of money for a rail- |

way to this region. Now, Mr. Pusey gave evidence
before the Commission. He wrote to Captain Spicer
in reference to the building of a railway to Hudson
Bay, asking the price of materials and his opinion
as to the navigaticn of Hudson Straits, as Captain
Spicer had often been there.
answers as follows :—

*“ Grotox, Coxy., 17th March, 1883.

“ M. C. H. Prsey, New York,~Your favour of the 16th
M=arch is at hand and duly perused, and I am a little
surprized to hear that the subject of a line of steamers to
Hadson Bay is still being agitated. I thoughtthe sub-
ject had been dropped. Ihave been eonsulted before on
thiz matter, both in thig country and in Europe, and my
answer has always been the same—-impracticable. But to
answer your questions in order as asked, I will say:

**Ist. There is nc average length of time to be depended
upon, as there are no two years aiike. In the year 1863 I
battled the ice from 1st July te 22nd August to get into
Hudson Bay, and left for home 23rd September, and it
wag by a piece of good fortane that I was enabled to get
clear. . But a gale of wind for two days cleared the south

Mr. Sponx.
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shore, 0 that by ccasting ineide the islands and rocks I
ot clear. The year 1862, Captain Charles Allynu, in the
arque Black Eaple, sttempted to leave the Bay 10th

September, but had to turn back again and winter, on

account of beavy pack ice. In 1863 a Hudgon Bay Com-

pany’s ship did not get into the Strait until after I did,

and there were two whalers lost the snme year, one 17th

July and one in August, about the 20th, I think. These

vessels were well fortified for the ice. The Hudson Bay

Company’s ships are built expressly to combat ice, and

they have found, by an cxperience of about 200 years of

navigation there, that it is not advisable to attempt the

Strait until about 1st August, and never to stop later thap

15th September, except they winter, and I think there is

no year that the Hudson Strait is free from ice “three
months, and no steamer or vessel has any business there,
except built expressly for the ice, which iron vessels are

not. There are always floating icebergs. .

*9nd. I have never known it to be safe in the Strait.
early or late. Thick fog and snow, strong currents and
icchergs are alwaya there.

*“3rd. My experience in that country for twenty-four
years compelsme to say I do not believe any man can tell
with certainty, within two weeks of the time he’could
arrive there, not only from Liverpool, but even after he
had entered Hudson Strait. .

‘“4th, Ido not think that, with a dozen trading posts
on the north shore of Hudson Bay, they would secure
%3,000 worth of trade. I havehad the whole shore, and
never got 3500 in sixteen months, .

*5th. Iwould not guarantee to land any freight of rail-
way material, or any other,at a given time, for anything
less than cost of said freight and tne liabilities of damage,

** In my opinion, to sum up, it is simply an absurd pro-
jeet, and I think it would bhe sate to guaranteethe loss ot
every vesgel that attempts to carry wheat out of James
Bay three months in the year, and I think Col, Wm. H.
(rilder could have told you the same if he would, and I can
point out several masters here who would tell the same
story. I think. Ifthereisany point that I have omitted,
I would be happy to nuswer, if asked,

* Yours respectfully,

**J. C. SPICER.”

Now, Sir, I think ® have said enough to satisfy
anybody on the question of navigation ; and I pro-
pose now, for a few minutes to speak of the possi-

' bility of thig road, if it were built, becoming a

paying enterprise ; because I believe it is our duty
to take into consideration, not only the navigation
of the Straits, but also the power of the railway to
earn money for the bondholders if such an unfor-
tunate thing happened as that the road should he
built. As I have stated before, the distance from
Winnipeg to Churchill is at least 350 miles farther
for railway tratlic than by Fort William; conse-
quently, allgrain shipped from the North-West must
pay the railway rate on these extra 350 miles ; and I
claim, and everyone can make the same calculation
for himself, that the railway rate on these extra
350 miles will pay the cost of shil)ping the grain
from Fort William to Liverpool. Now, navigation
opens at Fort William generally between the lst
and the 5th of May ; this year it opened on the
29th of April.  The last cargo left Port Arthur in
1889 on December 3, and in 1890 on December 2.
Now, when- grain is shipped from Fort William
east, there is a chance to sell at the different point
for milling purposes, or supposing grain were
quoted at 80 cents or %} cents a bushel at Winnipeg,
and rose 10 to 15 centsa bushel at the Sault, at Port
Huron, or at Owen Sound, this cargo could be sent
to these places or direct to the shipboard, as the
case may be, and all grain shipped to Fort William
has the preference of the sule at these different
points. Of course, any chauge in price that takes
]})‘lace during the transportation of grain from the
vorth-West during the winter is no advantage
to the grower, because every bushel of grain that
is raised in the North-West and shipped to Fort
Churchill will be locked up nine months, and



