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CANADIAN AMBASSADOR ELECTED CHAIRMAN
OF GATT COUNCIL

Minister for International Trade, John C. Crosbie, welcomed '§
today the election by the contracting parties of the General &
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) of Mr. John Weekes, '
Canada's Ambassador to the GATT, as Council Chairman of the i
multilateral trade organization for the coming year. As {!
Council Chairman, Ambassador Weekes will oversee the ‘
operations of the GATT's regular decision-making body. It is i
also customary GATT practice for the Chairman of Council to be i
named in the succeeding year as Chairman of the Contracting &
Parties, the designation given to GATT members when they act %
collectively, and the senior-most body in the GATT.

"Canadians can take pride in the election of
Ambassador Weekes as Council Chairman", Minister Crosbkie
said. "Canada has been a leading voice within the GATT for
the dismantling of trade barriers and the strengthening of the ;
multilateral trade system throughout the organization's il
forty-year history. The Government's two-track approach to '
trade liberalization rests on a continued commitment to the
GATT and the enhancement of bilateral export opportunities
with the United States through the Free Trade Agreement.
Canada is a trading nation. Our economic future lies in
ensuring that Canadians can trade in a more open, secure, and
predictable international environment", the Minister concluded.

Canada was a founding member of the GATT, which came
into effect in 1948. Current membership totals 96 countries,
accounting for over four-fifths of world trade.
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