
(b) the Parties should, in a spirit of international solidarity and partnership, improve 
cooperation and coordination at subregional, regional and international levels, 
and better focus financial, human, organizational and technical resources where 
they are needed;

(c) the Parties should develop, in a spirit of partnership, cooperation among all 
levels of government, communities, non-governmental organizations and 
landholders to establish a better understanding of the nature and value of land 
and scarce water resources in affected areas and to work towards their 
sustainable use; and

(d) the Parties should take into full consideration the special needs and 
circumstances of affected developing country Parties, particularly the least 
developed among them.

PART II

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 4

General obligations

1. The Parties shall implement their obligations under this Convention, 
individually or jointly, either through existing or prospective bilateral and multilateral 
arrangements or a combination thereof, as appropriate, emphasizing the need to coordinate efforts 
and develop a coherent long-term strategy at all levels.

2. In pursuing the objective of this Convention, the Parties shall:

(a) adopt an integrated approach addressing the physical, biological and 
socio-economic aspects of the processes of desertification and drought;

(b) give due attention, within the relevant international and regional bodies, to the 
situation of affected developing country Parties with regard to international 
trade, marketing arrangements and debt with a view to establishing an enabling 
international economic environment conducive to the promotion of sustainable 
development;

(c) integrate strategies for poverty eradication into efforts to combat desertification 
and mitigate the effects of drought;

(d) promote cooperation among affected country Parties in the fields of 
environmental protection and the conservation of land and water resources, as 
they relate to desertification and drought;

(e) strengthen subregional, regional and international cooperation;

(f) cooperate within relevant intergovernmental organizations;
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