
countries next year; the ill-defined situation conoeming the relationship between Serbia
and Montenegro; and the uncertainty surrounding the status of Kosovo.

Dr. Miroev unctertined that the therapies and strategies of the international community
aimed at addressing and resolving interethnic conflicts should flot be defined only from a
political perspective. These activities shoulci be mainly socio-economic. Dr. Mircev
warned that Brussels is flot mware of the consequences of different statuses and
positions of the countries in the region in relation to the European Union and NATO. In
order to stabilize the region in the long run, the international community should
harmonize the policies of even regional development.

Nicolae Ropotean, Director of the Regional Political Cooperation Division, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Romania, stressed that his country, as other states in
Southeastemn Europe, occupies a strategic location on the West side of the Black Sea.
Romania is a country which le both exporting and importing energy (although it can be
seif-sufficient in energy supplies for several decades). Its geographical location allows it
to transport Russian natural gas to Western Europe and Turkey; it is also a potentially
significant transit region for Caspian oil exporte to Europe. Romania believes that its
energy sector is attractive for foreign investrnent and sees possibilities for mutually
beneficial cooperation.

Mr. Ropotean underlined the need for cooperation in the energy field between Canada
and the countries in the region. He noted that the first Westemn-designed nuclear reactor
in Eastern Europe was supplied by Canada to Romania. Currently, one of the priorities
of the Romanian govemment le to ensure high standards of nuclear safety and security
of nuclear materials and installations. Cooperation with Canada in this respect would be


