
diplomatic and aid-based solutions. And it has become
clear from the events in Bosuia, Rwanda, and now Zaire
that, wbile its thinkcing may have evolved, the interna-
tional comnrunity does not yet have t.he tools it needs for
the task of peacebuilding. I Bosnia, for exaxnple, mili-
tary peacekeepers found themselves rapidly drawn into
a whole range of urgently needed civilian functions for
which they were not trained or equipped.

The Mechanics of Peacebuilding

The tim~e to develop those new tools and mechaxiisms is

now. Responding to the challenge of peacebuilding will
not be easy - it will require a leap of faith. Canada is
poised to inale that leap, to off'er an exaznple of leader-
ship to the international community. Whatever the
risks, the international comrnunity can no longer afford
to hezitate on the brink while more countries descend
mnto cycles of bloodshed and ethnic hatred.

As proof of our willingness to take a leadership role, we
h-qvt- min;dp <ur Ambassador to the United States, Ray-

oped these sicilis in our legisiatures and our electoral
authorities, in our local governments and Our media
newsrooms, in our police forces and our courts. Canadi-
ans young and old, in business, labour, non-governmen-
tai bodies and the professions, have expertise that could
be deployed abroad in building sustainable peace. The,
true measure of our leadership in peacebuilding will be
the degree to which we manage te mobilize those talents
effectively.

The second asset is Canada's head start in the field of
information technology. Information technology by its
nature is a good match with peacebuilding. It is a rapid,
flexible and inexpensive means of sharing information
and expertise. It can of course be used te collect and
analyse information and provide an early-warning func-
tion. But its potential goes well beyond this. We should
be using information technology to maintain the in-
cou.ntry capacity we have helped develop, long after
Canadian experts have gone home. For example, the
Pearson Peacekeeping Centre could use new technolo-
gies te keep ini touch with its foreign graduates in their
home countries around the world. These technologies
cou.ld also be used to supplement training of peace-
builders here ini Canada, by ensuring that lessons
learned in one operation can inform future peacebuild-
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