
Likewise, any interested NGO can appeai to CEPAA to revoke the accreditation of a certification firmn

on the basis, for example, of evidence demonstrating a pattern of improper or incomplete audits or anN

other violation of the accreditation standard.

The Timetable

The Advisory Board to CEPAA has assisted in drafting SA8000, which will be reviewed annually and

revised appropriateiy. To test the draft Standard, CEPAA has conducted pilot audits in Mexico.

Honduras, New York and Pennsylvania; prior to the audits, the audit teams consulted with local NGOs.

After review and comment on the draft SA8000 the document wiil be posted on the World Wide Web

for fther discussion. SA8000 will then be finalized and publicly aninounced. That version of the

standard will be in effect for approximately the first two years of the system; it will be subject to

appropriate updating periodicaily. The guidance document to SA8000 auditing, and audit processes is

very detailed; it will be updated yeariy. Lt rèflects ail parties' experience with the systemn and contains

improvements in system. implementation. The formai, public iaunch of the prograni is scheduled for

January 1998; ail aspects of it will benefit by periodic updating and improvement.
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