
societies can bring immense benefits to the lives 

of millions; and growing global interconnections 

promote knowledge and facilitate transnational 

networking of many kinds, including media and 

civil-society activism. On the other hand, borders 

increasingly open to the spread of ideas and goods 

may also provoke social tensions or fuel concerns 

over the erosion of political and cultural sovereignty. 

Moreover, global openness and interconnections 

also enable the spread of new forms of terrorism, 

criminal activity, infectious diseases and economic 

instability. As Canadians recognize, the resultant 

blurring of conventional distinctions between "foreign" 

and "domestic" matters requires foreign policy 

approaches to be updated and adapted accordingly. 

In addressing the overall shape and effectiveness of 

Canadian foreign polic-y, some Dialogue participants 

urge that the "three pillars" currently used to concep-

tualize foreign policy directions be redefined, or that 

they be reconceptualized to highlight their integration. 

Dialogue contributions indicate an underlying desire for 

a more integrated foreign policy framework that cleady 

articulates Canadian values and interests, that is 

capable of achieving core objectives, and that is fully 

cognizant of Canada's international situation and 

responsibilities. Some respondents challenge current 

assumptions, arguing for the inclusion of currently neg-

lected agenda items. However, there is a large measure 

of agreement with much of the broad thrust of Canadian 

foreign policy since 1995. Criticisms of weaknesses or 

gaps rarely suggest that Canada should play a lesser 

role or radically shift direction; to the contrary, many 

worry that Canada is losing influence, and want our 

international role strengthened. Many contributors call 

For Canada to establish and sustain a more substantive 

international presence, to work on implementing stated 

principles, and to improve polic-y coherence. 

What Canada Stands For 

Our domestic values of multiculturalism, 
bilingualism, federalism, and our commitment to 
strive—even though we ofien fall short—toward 
tolerance as a society, are ones that we should be 
proud of internationally. These values translate 
well into what I believe should be  Canadas 
primary underlying value in foreign policy,  which 
is the value of multilateralism and the development 
of international institutions for security, human 
rights, environmental protection, and fair trade. 

— Dialogue participant 
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