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In addition, several key herd manage-
ment statistics are recorded based on 
analysis of data provided by the producer. 
Very strong emphasis is placed on the 
reproductive management of the herd. 

The Home Test Program includes 
evaluations of maternal, reproductive and 
growth traits. Growth traits are the most 
useful in a performance test due to high 
heritability and accuracy of measuring the 
traits. Maternal and reproductive traits 
are the most important in commercial 
beef production, but do not respond well 
to selection and are difficult to precisely 
determine. However, they enable pro-
ducers to improve management practices 
and are extremely important for progeny 
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testing of artificial insemination (AI) sires. 
The breeder receives two processed 

reports — a Birth and VVeight Report 
and a Herd Management Summary. All 
reports contain summarized data on the 
individual animal, each sex-group of àni-
mals, and each herd sire. These records 
provide the necessary data to assist pro-
ducers in making selection decisions. In 
addition, if requested, a "Cow Production 
Certificate" that includes the records of a 
particular cow's progeny is provided. 
This certificate is especially useful for 
culling unproductive cows from the herd. 

In 1984/85, approximately 70 000 ani-
mais from 2 300 herds were tested under 
this program. 
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