IV. SERVICES
FOR EXPORTERS

Banking

Although there are no Canadian banks with representa-
tives in the Twin Cities, banks in Canada have interna-
tional departments to assist exporters shipping goods
abroad. There are three banks in the Twin Cities with
international departments that can handle foreign cur-
rency and a full range of foreign transactions. Please
refer to Section VII of this booklet for a listing of
prominent banks and customs brokers serving this
market territory.

Patents, Copyrights and Trademarks

An informative booklet entitled “General Information
Concerning Patents” is available from the Superin-
tendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing
Office, Washington, DC 20302, U.S.A.

Patents

All business with the Patent Office should be transact-
ed in writing, and all letters addressed to the Commis-
sioner of Patents, Washington, DC 20231, USA.

The patent laws of the U.S. make no discrimination
with respect to the citizenship of the inventor. How-
ever, the application for patent in the U.S. must be
made by the inventor, and the inventor must sign the
papers (with certain exceptions).

Most inventors employ the services of persons known
as patent attorneys or patent agents. The Patent Office
cannot recommend any particular attorney or agent.
The Patent Office does, however, publish a list — of
all registered patent attorneys and agents who are
willing to accept new clients — arranged by states,
cities and foreign countries.

Copyrights

Copyright protects the writings of an author against
plagiarism. Literary, dramatic, musical and artistic
works are included within the protection of the copy-
right law, which, in some instances, also confers
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