of an article that first appeared

in the June 25 issue of Plant
(www.plant.ca), the magazine for
Canadian industry. The author, Mark
Drake, CITR, is President of Corsley Inc.
and senior consultant to Canadian
Manufacturers and Exporters
(www.cme-mec.ca). He can be
reached at: corsley@sympatico.ca

F ollowing is a condensed version

In the context of the Quebec City,
Seattle and Prague demonstrations,
it is high time that the Canadian busi-
ness community explained that while
free trade may not be perfectit’s a
great deal better for everyone (includ-
ing those in the developing world)
than stagflation behind protectionist
walls. Here is a 10-point checklist to
help you get the message out:

1) Jobs and wealth: At least one
Canadian job in three depends on
exports,and over 85% of our
exports go to our free trade part-
ners in the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Thisis
one of the reasons that our unem-
ployment is the lowest in 25 years.

TRADE NEWS

In fact, free trade is critically
important for Canada.We earn
nearly half our wealth from inter-
national trade-related activity
(46% of GDP, up from around 25%

half this income is generated by
international trade.
4) Canada’s size: Thirty-one million
people is too small a market to
i allow many mid-sized companies

The benefits of
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before the Canada-U.S.Free Trade
Agreement and NAFTA).

2) Market access: Trade agreements
are about eliminating tariff and
non-tariff barriers to give compa-
nies better market access and
increased trading opportunities.
This leads to improved economic
conditions in both the developed
and developingworld.

3) Social programs: A vibrant private
sector funds social and educational
programs (through personal income
and business taxes), and nearly

Export Alert! - a Canadian initiative

The Standards Council of Canada
has concluded an agreement with the
National Institute for Standards and
Technology (NIST) of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce to offer American
citizens its Export Alert! program.

Canadian exporters, who have been
receiving Export Alert! e-mails free
of charge for nearly three years, are
automatically notified about pro-
posed regulations abroad which
might affect their products..

As of November 1,2001, the many
Canadian subscribers to Export Alert!
have had accesstoan enriched
version of this service enabling
them to:

* automatically receive électronically
amendment notices of new regula-
tory proposals emanating from
member governments of the World
Trade Organization (WTO)

choose the particular fields which
interest them
choose specific countries
* obtain the full text of these pro-
posed regulations
* express their opinion
Export Alert!is just one of the many
services offered by the Standards’
Council of Canada.To subscribe or
change your personal settings, visit
www.scc.ca/exportalert/index_e.html
The mission of the Standards
Council of Canada is to promote effi-
cient and effective voluntary standardi-
zation in Canada. It also co-ordinates,
in co-operation with the Department
of Foreign Affairs and International
Trade, the WTO/NAFTA Enquiry Point,
which includes the Export Alert! service.
For more information, contact
Isabelle Delage, Co-ordinator, Enquiry
Point, tel.:(613) 238-3222, ext.491,
e-mail: idelage@scc.ca w

to thrive and create jobs.They
have to expand internationally.

5) Rules of the game: Free trade,
whether it's under the World
Trade Organization, NAFTA or the
potential Free Trade Area of the
Americas, is about ground rules
for cross-border access, for the
protection of intellectual property

and for the safeguarding of invest-

ment.These rules are critical for
business success, especially for
smaller players like Canada.

6) Helping the poor: Free trade
helps to raise living standards as
economies in developing coun-
tries improve. For example,
Mexico may still have significant

regional problems and not every-

one is yet sharing in the increased
wealth, but its economy has

grown enormously since it joined

NAFTA.

7) Protecting the environment: As
people’s standard of living
improves with increasing trade,
they want cleaner water and purer

air,and they have the resources to
pay for it.The well-known 1994
study by Kruger and Grossman
showed that pollution levels start
to fall when income levels reach
about $12,500 per capita.

8) Labour standards: Developing
countries are wary of agreements
in which labour standards from
the developed world are imposed
on them before they are ready,
and risk making them uncompeti-
tive.The International Labour

Continued on page 14 -The benefits

www.infoexport.gc.ca/canadexport
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