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Well, would not this idea of a separate and independ®
German army really play upon French fears more than
ever. ' This is the thing that France really fears,
isn't that right?

!
We all are naturally worried about the revival of'G”w?'
militarism and about any proposal which would seem %0 )
make that easier. France - and I cannot speak withﬁwf
authority on French fears and policies - France is’t
ever, also worried about the loss of sovereignty tha® |
would be inecurred in E.D.C. par )

;
You are just back from the meeting of the North Atlm@
Council in Paris where, I am sure, you have had oppd?
tunity to speak to the French. You have explained ¥
us about their fears of the E.D.C. and their fears © l
making Germany a member of NATO, but what about the
positive side - what do the French want? What will
they accept?

I think the French would prefer, and I am sure we‘W%d
all prefer, a Germany that, while associating with tt
West, would be disarmed completely; but while we mifl
like to see that personally I do not think that is @

very practicable proposition.

It has been appearing lately that the Americansnowaﬁ
more concerned with achieving European political uni®
rather than just raising German divisions - is that
the case now?

There is some evidence of that, Mr. Duliés mentiomﬁin

in Paris that the value of E.D.C. to him was not Owﬁu‘gh~

the military association of Germany with the west th

E.D.C. but also that it would bring the Europesn coﬁ§¢f9‘

(

tries, especially Germany and France, together for-é
purposes - non-military purposes, £
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The main obstacle right now/to the French ratificatio?
seems to be the lack of guarantee. Now if the Americ?

why is there such hesitation to give such a guarante®

Wouldn't you think the pPresence of British, American ant
Canadian troops on European soil a pretty effective
guarantee of the association of those countries with
France and the other Western European countries in easgr
of agenesslon?: . It 4 true SHab Sheye dre not TG und®
there. Isn't that something that French Governments i?
the Twenties would have given a lot to bring about?

Well, isn't this one of the fears at the moment that oo
Americans are planning some sort of withdrawal from 1-
Europe. They haven't fulfilled or are not goingito fY
fi1l their commitments for another armoured division 1%
Europe this year and, as well, there is the statement

that Admiral Radford made in Paris that they were goiné

of troops was going to take place whether or not ther®
was an E.D.C. or whether or not France joined E.D.C-
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are so anxious to see this E.D.C. become a concrete ﬂﬁnh]



