of holding a supply of moisture from one rain to
the next; or they might send roots deeper into the
soil for a supply of water; or they may gradually
migrate to a region better suited to their needs.
Those that did not mlgrate or adapt themselves
perished, °

The object of this paper is to call attention to a
few methods plants have adopted to preserve their
race. If a climate should become permanently
dry, as in our desert regions, plants might resist
this condition by decreasing their surface of
evaporation. For example, our ordinary plants

send off surplus water through their leaves. A

reduction of leaf surface would help retain small
supplies of water. Therefore, desert plants, such
as cacti, have reduced their leaves to practically
nothing; and use their stem for assimilation of
food. Or, conditions for a favorable supply of
moisture may exist during part of the year—as in
our summer. In winter, the cold or frozen ground
interferes with the absorption of ‘water. chqe,
at that season, most of our trees discard tbeu'
leaves, thus reducing the evaporating suffsoe,
coat them over with a waxy substance. Othér
plants die down entirely in autumn; but their roots
live over winter. Can the reader supply six or
eight different examples of provisions made by
the plant for retaining moisture ?

Or, again, a gradual increase in heat or cold

would have its effect on plants. The geologist has
discovered that plants now living in our latitude

once had their representatives in the far north.
Moreover, the Maritime Provinces had a tropical

climate in-the coal period; and, therefore, tropical

vegetation. As the cold of the glacial period
moved southward, characteristic vegetation moved
southward also. What remained behind died. - If
the cold had spread suddenly over the whole
earth, all vegetation would have died. But a skm
change enabled the plants to migrate. '

Possibly the ideal place for plant growth "ib
the tropics. But plants have long ago learned that
' too much crowding is a bad thing. Therefore,

some of them chose to occupy the less crowded

temperate regions, where they can gain a
hvethOd Tn mmfvm S A Gf 8

freer and more mdependent hfe than those ﬂ‘!le
live in crowded emzs sa plants have leamed _that

resmtmg sudden ha
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