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mothers, téichers, inspectors, school boards and
educational, hbdies generally hiad been willing to
examine th4, matter in order to see "if these things,
are so," aâ-i then have thrown their influence into
thé scalt, there would be today kindergartens in
,conneotiion wihsome, at léast, of the large graded
schools où~ these provinces, and our teachers in
mixed schools would have been encourag-,d% to
make thiemselves acquainted with the methods of the
kindeirgarten, s0 that they miglit keep the littie ones'
happily and profitably employed, instead 'of forcing
them, at once, to 'submit to rigid scholastic methiods,
unsuited to their tender yiears.

SIt will be said goverlments should take it up.
:es, they should, but governments get .10 run in a
groove, and grow stiff with officialism. They usual-
ly steer clear of -taking the initiative. No one who
has watched political carecrs will deny this general
tendency. But in ail fairness iýt must be conceded
that goveruments are compelled to a certain amount
of conservâtisrn, 'and may reasonably expect a man-
da3te froun the people for any striking~ .cepart.ure f rom
tise and wont.

Meanwl4ile let kindergartners advance their
banner, informn public opinion, invite teachers and
outsiders to corne and see their principles in opera-
tion, peint out their effects on character, answer
objections dispassionately, and'show teachers of al
grades what a hëlp it will be to them wheju. kinder-
gartens;are the order of the day. Be zealous, watch
for opportunities to speak a word, well-chosen, urge
upon the ,tax-payers the great value of the be-
ginnings ,of -manual training in the kinde-rgarten,
where it has so conspicubns a place, if they are to
receive anl equivalent fdr the large sums they are
spending (and .wisely spending) on science, manual
training, agricultural and art schools. If you ar-
ranged your arguments in a rational niranner, you
will find this view very effective in gaining advo-
cates for kindergarten extension.

In conclusion let' me urge every kindergarten >to
send an-exhibit, this autunin, to the Exhibitions at
Halifax and St. John, no' maitter, liow small, but let
it ail be honest work, really done by the littie hands
thernselves, There will be a full exhibit of Milton
Bradley's Kindergarten Material, (unsurpassed in
quality) f romn is agents, Steinbe-rger & Co. in
Toronto; It is to be lioped that ail will visit this part
of the Exhibition, and do their best to explain and
illustrate and show what a help in the training of
the child these things iay become, both ini the home~
and school.

As was done last year, Miss; Hamilton wiIl take
over and conduct: a class fronÎ5 Dartmouth, at the
Halifax Exhibition. This waq much appreciated
then, and aroused.great interest.i If only somne gen-
erous person would pay the expenses of a dass frein
the normal school it would add -to the interest. If
ai the kindergartners in the province will corne to
the Exhibitions, prepared to explain somÏe special
point of kindergarten work, much good may bd
accomplished. But begin at once to explain to the
cldren what the Exhibitions are, what Will be
shown7. Make it a lesson in th.- love and pride of.
their own dear. native land, stir their hearts to do
their part, by preparing some specinm-ns te send, 'of
their pretty hand-craft, to show how happy cliildren
enjoy themselves in work. If we ail act together
wisely, this opportunity should greatly help -kinder-
garten extension in the- maritime provinces.

Dalhousie Convocation.
The annual convocalion of Dalhousie University

was held in the hall of the School for the Blind.
The departure met with approval in miany quarters.
The undergraduates were conspicuous not býb their
noise, but by their absence.

The closing exercises of the year have been grad-
uially growing in interest. Four yearsago Class
Day exercises were introduced by the students. This
year the Alumni took a more active part, giving a
dinner to the graduate, and holding a reception in
the evening of'Convocation tbay. The recion
given by the graduating class was one of the in st
enjoyable of the week. The confercnce held at
Pine Hill by the Presbyterian College for 'their
Alumni, at which brilliant courses of lecture Were
given by Prof essor Short of Queens, Principal
Falconer, Profesgors Magili and Morton and others
attracted many visitors to the city.

The Convocationof the University was enlivened
by the eloquent address of Governor Fraser, one
of the University's, best -known sons. In introducing
him the President referred to the fact that Governorî
Fraser and Governor MacKinnon of Prince Edlward
Island, both Dalhousie graduates . were holding the
high-st offices in their naètive province, -at the, samne,
time that Mr. Justice> Sedg'Wick, another Dal-
housie graduate, was at the head of the govetnment'
of Canada in lhe absence of-Lord Grey.

Presiclent Trotter of Acadia University rxceived,
the honorary degree of doctor of laws, 'and ac-
knowledged the h onor in graceful terms. In pro-

posing hini, Dr. MacMechan on behaif of the- senate
referred to his great services to Acadia University


