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W. D. Light hall, LL.D.
ýWhen MeGi4Il University ait its recent centenary

ceremnies conferred upwards of fifty honorary de-
grees on Canada's niost celebrated men and women,
ineluding the Governor-General, the British Am-
bassador to the United States and the Quebec Pre-
mnier, there wa-s included in that galaxy one of the
university's own sons whose attaiximents, while not
se well known as those of somne of his new feilow
graduates, were neveeiheless as vakuable to the
national development of the Dominion. -We refer
to Mr. W. D. Lighthall, the late Hon. Secretary of
the U. C. M. Mr. Lighthall for upwards of a
quarter of a century has been giving of his best Vo
the uplitft of municipal governanent in Canada, and
it was for this as well as for his other public spirited
efforts, and his standing as a lawyer and a writer,
'hat hie aima mater conferred upon him the honor-
ary degree of doctor of laws.

This is the firet time for any Canadian uni-
versity Vo recognise the work of a municipal maxn,
though even in the case of Mr. Lighthaill the honour
was threefold inaesnuch as his exninence as a lawyer
and as a man of letters was nut lest sight of. But
the fact that Mr. Lighthali's civic activities addedl
te his qualifications for suc~h signal honour is an

Communit
When the Kiwanie Club of Montreal started its

weekly comrnunity singing concerts on Fletcher's
Field ini June it huxnanized the commercial metro-
polis. Here was a body of young business men, with
the aid of a piano an'd a megaphone, successfully cal-
ing upon the citizens te join the in singing sonýge.
The first concert drew a crowd of possibly 3,000
people. At the fourth concert over 20,000 men,
women and children were sininç souiz after sonz
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indication of what he has don e for the advancement
of municipal government in this country. When
Mr. Lighthall féunded the Union of Canadiaxi Muni-
cipalities in conjunction with .the then Mayor of
Toronto>-Mr. Lighthall was Mayor of Westmnount ait
the time--the standard of municipal government
was very low. The councils were so weak that ýthey
had noV su 'fficient influence or power to stop even
the most nefarious of franchises fromn being granted
to men and private corporations whose one object
was to exploit and bleed the municipalities. To-day
of course things are very different, thanke Vo the
strenuous efforts put forward by Mr. Lighithall
and his câlleagues in the early days of the Union,ý
and throughout his long occupancy of the secretary-
ship.

On Vhree separate occasions the union has re-
cognized- Mr. Lighthall's services in the form of
illuminated addresses, the last one being presented
ait the last convention, and though hie days of ac-
tive participation in the affaire of municipal gov-
ernment mnay be over'he is still rendering good
service as a member of the advisory comanittee.
That he may live long to enjoy hie honours is the
earnest wigh of all who have been in touch with him.

y Singing
consciousness that the people in it would have
suffered had they been called upon as in-
dividuals to sing, and its frank sense of com-
radeship. Everyone was ready Vo emile upon
and with everyone else; a policeman who
paitrolled the bandstand grinned broadly in
appreciation of the spirit that animated the
ýchildren as they raised clear, sturdy treble
voices to heaven in a galloping catalogue of
aîl the impedimenta, from ducks te Ford cars,
with which a certain farmer'e farin was
stocked; he was even caughrt studying the
wordýs of a more scober chorus, and when he
vanished out of sight around the corner, 1
suspect it was Vo have a cosy liittle sing ail
by hixnself, where, in the shadow of a post, he
might neV be detected and accused of behavior
unbecoming in an officer of the law."
To better understand the significance of this

movement it would lie well to etate that Montreal
is notioriously lax in suDolvinz free or even P.he-nin


