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JH ditorial GYomments.

= <F the measure of utility of such institutions
as Public Libraries, is the number who take
advantage of its facilities and the extent to
which they do so, it is safe to say that at
least half of the possible advantage is lost
Dto University Students by the regulation pro.
the use of library books except in the building.
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of aoi:’ne }.dered and fifty ladies not more than five, and
i al eight hundred and thirty-four undergraduates
Syep, ' oSS than one hundred read in the library betw.een
Utey n?nd ten p.m, Nearly the same men appear night
f°urt ght, and the conclusion must be that less than one-
of those desirous of using the library books for

l .
the o § study are able to do so. Many reside in parts of

] y lt 1 . . .
hbrsx _ySO distant, that the inconveniences of reaching the

the re °°U§terbalance the advantages it offers; to these
QDLealg.ula“On is most unfair. The ladies especially,
disa v 'n Very small numbers, and are so scnsible of the
Ulgy, Ntage that they have petitioned the senate to
the, 1€ taking out of books. Had they circulated
Uy Petition amongst the men they would have obtained

Mumbey of signatures.

& tak; . . .
the itakmg out of books were incompatible with keep-
) Tary open in the evening, we should hesitate to

Me . "
?Qnsider;;)d the adoption of that plan. The fact that a
ts‘?lf le Number use the reading room constantly is

g}le lo:;lfﬁnce of the advantages at their disposal and of
d.ey arg coat Others less favorably situated sustain. But
iflsposal ofrtnpatlble even with the books at present at the
c}]a Com, h‘_“ Committee and would be incontestably so,
e paratl\’ely small sum were expended in the pur-
O ot CXtra Copies of the books most commonly read.
$ we hold that the Library Committee

ﬁiuSt eﬁr Teasop
on :
mg P in Contemplation the future issue of books for

reading.

Iy t}\zellhav
::;t‘:l Smay 1S one hundred, but though this is a compar-
iy lilt-of any cn“m.bcr (less than 12 per cent), it will not
d& “hted, . OnS.lderable increase.  The accommodation
Ua} vn With any large increase in numbers the in-
ed antage will be more than proportionately
- Asit s, at present the constant coming and
Concentration of mind sufficiently difficult,
Xte si;ir}’ IS to meet the necessitics of the future,

of the present system is inevitable. At

l'are Doticed that the average number of readers

€rs

present, however, we think the following plan would work
satisfactorily. Lect the books be divided into two sets by
reference to the initial letter of the Authors’ surnames, and
let these two scts be allowed out during alternate weeks

those from A to L being left to exclusive use in the read-
ing room, while those from M to Z are allowed to be taken

home. In the following week the order would be reversed,
With the large list of books to be read in each department
no one could complain of hardship in being restricted to
half that number each weck. At any rate we offer the

scheme to the Committee and Librarian gratis, with the

hope that it or some other will be adopted, whereby the"
advantages of such an excellent and valuable institution

may be more widely and fairly distributed.

The rejection of the At Home scheme by the Literary
Society leaves Toronto University without an annual
social event. It is to be regretted that no opportunity
will be afforded to the public and the students of inspect-
ing the fine edifices in connection with our University. To
most of us, the interior of the library, the Biological build-
ing and school of science is an unknown quantity, and an
opportunity of exploring their mysterious recesses would
be very welcome. If it could be arranged that on a
certain day these buildings would be thrown open to the
students, we think that a great many would avail them-
selves of the opportunity. N

A large number of 'Varsity men turned out to hear
their old favorite Kecne at the Grand last week. That he
appreciates highly the good-will shown him ig evident
from the following clipped from the Baltimore News :—
I find that I am, perhaps, bDest appreciated in the
British provinces, possibly because Canadians read Shake-
speare more than we do in the East. 1In all the Canadian
colleges the students study Shakespeare thoroughly, write
essays upon his plays and represent them at private
theatrical entertainments.  In Montreal and Toronto my
audiences are chiefly composed of students, And they
are very appreciative.

“In Toronto not long ago, I was taking a much-neceded
nap in the afternoon when a waiter tapped at the door of
my room in the hotel.

‘“‘Some one to see you, sir,” he said.

“¢Well,” said 1,grufily, not relishing this interruption to
my rest, ‘show him up.’

“Can't do 1t sir,‘replied the waiter,“‘the room wouldn't
hold "em all.™

“And I was forced to get up, go down-stairs and ad-
dress about 200 students who had called to see me.

“But when an actor finds himself so honored he will be
content to forego afternoon naps.




