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TO OUR READERS.

At this, the begirîning of its Eighth AVnual Volume, the Con-
ductors of THE VARSITV desire Once more ta briag hefore its
readers some of the dlaims which THE VARSIrY bas upon the
University public,

First of aIl, il is the University journal. Uporn this ground, it
should appeal paweefully ta the syrnpathy and, s-,.pport et all Uai.

* versity men, svhether graduates or unidergraduutes. It is, it may
be said without exaggeration, the one and only link which binds
the graduate to his former Ahna Mlater; and, whatever may be
said, in a.deprecating way, af sentiment, there can be no douht
that it plays an important part in aur lives and acti(ns. In the crtse
of aur Universîty, especially, is it neediul to muivate snch a spirit.
Being under political control, and being the national University of

the Province, free ta aIl, il cannot gather about it tIhe sais e class ot
alumni as the diffcrent church colleges are able to (Io. Tilese latter
are part and parcel ot the regular arganization and work cf the
different denominatians, and as sucb appeal ni est successtully ta
the adheretst of these denaniinatians, many of ivharï aïr botuud
ta their church colleges by other land closer tics. LoyaLýy ta a
chut ch and its institutions is the great and enduring hold which a
denominationafl college bas over every member of the samie. But
the case of the University et Toronto is different. Independent as
il is in ane sense, it is nevertheiess very dependent in another. Free
t-rm that somnewhat luctuating support which ailier colieges le-
ceive, it is, on the other band, suhject ta palitical. contrai, with ait
which such a systemn means, and ta thi- influence of public opinion
and public criticism. Its real and truc stiength lies in the simple
and talîbtul regard with which ber graduates and triends look after
ber interests. its very lite is the lave and affection of ils alumni.
If we seem ta place great stress upon this pIoint, it is because we
are mast protoundiy impressed with its importance. In ortîcrîhat
such a spirit may be encouraged and kept vigorously alive, it is
very neccssary that the undergraduates should realize their position
with regard ta this matter. They should flot think that their duty
towards their coliege is compassed by a mecre conventional observ-
ance of rules and regutlationis, payment of tees, and attendante at
lectures. They should do something mare than ail this. They
shauid be very jealous of the honaur and rep]tati11f of the Univer.
sity ; and, indeed, what, atter aIl, is the UJniversity apart trani theý
men who are, and those who hope ta becomre, its alumni ? Andi
wbat is ils réputatiaon and good name xvarth if the graduates and
undergraduates bring discredit in aoy way upon il il And inti
connectioti, il may be said that there is as luch injury donc by
apathy and ncglect as by positive action.

Lt is, theretore, very necessary that students, above ail athers,
sbouid cuitivate a spirit of ioyalty and affection for the University,
ot respect for its pratessoriate, and of chivaîrous regard for its
institutions and customs. In a large University, iike aur awn, we
are apt ta regard re strength of numbers as a Criterion of suc-
cess, and ta measure: everything by this standard. 1Itut numbers
may be, and alten are, a great saut ce cf weakness, awing ta iack
of unity and cohesion. But, however grcatly the tastes of students
may differ, howcver dissimilar iheir characters may be, however
widciy their chosen paths may div erge, the University and its in
stitutionS form a comnion mccting-ground, a central rallying.paint,
at which ail may unité and gather courage and inspiration for the
future. We cannot ail agrée upon ail suhjects, we cannaI ail ste

eye ta eye in ail matters, but ive can aIl unite in a loyal support Of
our Aima Mater.

Amongst University institutions, THE VARSITY occupies 2.n
important place. It there is any onie abject for which a Universty
should exist, it is the cultivation of iiterature and literary tastesý
In the hurry and rush of modern business lite this is apt to be over'
looked, and a preference expressed for scientific and practical Pur-
suits. This is perhàps natural, but it should not be allowed tW
daminate everything. A University training is a very proper Pre-
paraiÛ for a professional career, but it sbould flot be undertaken
solely with a view ta its po..silule benc-fit in this direction. About
ail that a University training cao do for a man is to furnish bila
with principles for future action calculated to satisfy what Matthee'
Arnold cails bis instinct for conduct and his instinct for beautY.

In Canada we bave flot the leisure class, to be met with in Eng
land, nor the wealthy class, to bc found in the United States, whO
are independent, to a great extent, of external circumstances, and
who can cultivate their literary and artistic tastes without calculat'
ing as ta how much tbey will roinister ta their necessities, or hOW
far tbey will go in helping to secure a competence. Therefare,
when we bave a chance of indulging aur literary tastes, and of CUl'
tivating literature and the " humanities,"1 afforded by aur fou'
years' .sa journ at a University, it is ail the more necessary that We
should make the best of aur time, and sti'ive ta realize the fullest
bencfit from, oppartunities which may neyer occur again to an
of us.

To thase wha have, or who are cuitivating literature and iiterary
tastes, and ta those who take an interest in the University and its
affitirs, THSE VARSITY affbrds a medium for the expression of these
tastes and of that interest which the Editors bave ever striven to
ioake open and accessible ta any one who takes an interest in tbCSC
thirgs. Tho.;e xvba havcý lefi thle Univet tity can, by a criticisfl' Of
curient e<ucatenal, lite> ary, social, or University affairs, do a re,"
service ta the publie- and ta the readers of THE VARSITY, and b>'
reading its pages cao keep tbemnselves en rapport witb conternPor,
ary lite and îhought at ,he Unive.rsity. Those who are still With
us can find an outlet for their literary thoughts and aspirations> ao
witl tbereby obtain practice, and with practice gain confidence,
power, and skill in literary composition, ind idependenWe of
thouglit in literary criticism, ail of which wi]l have an influeIlcefar
beyond the immediate présent. Aided by ail these agencie5e and
encouraged by the sympatby, confidence, and practical heiP o
graduates, undergraduates, and friends of the University' and 01
higier education, THE VARSITY can in some measure reali2e the
attainment of the hopes of its founders, and can becamne a wrb
and heipful "journal of lîterature, University thought, and eventB

YEAR DINNERS.

At the préenrt timne it is somcwhat douhtfui what course will be
pursued with regard ta the annual University Dinner. The tsa
diversiîy cf opinion is expressed, and the prohiem, is further On
piicatcd by th e proposai ta hold a "union " dinner of Artsan
Medicai studenîs. What the students will finaily determiiné ofl
as yet, a inatter of conjecture. In' case tto strong a dvrec
opinion may ensue, afier the rmatter bas been pretty freeîy dis.
cussed, THE VARSITXv has a suggestion ta offer whicb MaY Slv
the ditficulty, and cnit the Gardian knot.

1The proposai which THE VARSITV bas ta offer is simPlY this
that the students of each year hoid a dinner or supper of their aW1',

choose their own tinse and place, elect their own 0fficer5,
their owa guests, and manage the affair entirely themrseives.

It will be admitted wiîhout much question that with the increaS,
ing numbers who enroli themselves at the university, it bas beCOt'a
a positive impossibiiity for a man ta know ten per cent. of bio~

fel¶ow-students. AIL tbat he can now hope ta do is dO baeol

acquainted with those in the same year as himself, and 10eo
less intimately with those who are pursuing the sani~e bero
himseif. This being the case, and the difficulty of large nuf
again asserting itself, the plan we propose seemns ta n t.e
requirements of the case-in sa far as the promotion O of 'blt
and triendly intercourse are concerned, and we presurme 5UC1 r

the abjects in view. fy
Each year contains, on an average, fram fifty t0 sevleuy

studets. ow, hils it ouldbe apracicalimposibilitY 
t ie
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