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LITERATURE IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
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lIE value of goitî literatuire
Cç COlliSits In lis subltle cii-

largement of ouir whole
nature, lit sliarpening tuec
po\vcrs oif ob)servationi,

- wideuling tbe symîpathies,
Sclearing tue tlîought,

(ieCPeuling the a ff"ctioîîs, and pturify-
inig and exalting tie sense of rever-
enice. alie. also, of a more direct
andi valualile kîuid, it lias, il, ClialJ)liIlg
tls to I<no\w soînethinoý1) of the daily, (10
îulgs of oîîc of the foremost nations,
anit in expressing ouirselves intelligent-
IV il, speech or writilug. ýBut not for
tiiese suborclinate reasons alone, good
eliotigh thotugh thev are, shouiti more
tinie andi attention 'be spenit upon our
lteratture: but *On the grouind that it
couItajis, not perhaps for every pupil,
butt certainilv for maîîy of them, the
clearest, fulllest, mnost attractive, and
comnPelliîg pictuire of what is beSt in
the World. For a cbild to get its hatid
01 snIcb a treasure is in a very real
sellse to guarantee its fture, to give
it the best chantc for the Most enidur-
ing kind of enjovmcîîelt, to iake him
kiuow what life really is, and to estab-
iish bis faith in the goodniess of the
Divine Being.

1 have no intention of iliderestimat-
ing the literature of other lariguages,

wii are brmoaIiv of tue saine value
to the Yontl" pcoîuie wlio, speak thin
as ours is for nis ;only tiîat the limita-
tion of tue subject excinties ail refer-
elîce to foreigîi literatures, alicielit and
modern, exce1pt liîcideintal1y to trans-
lations. If aiiv ciid lias the oppîor-
tinnit\' of a(lii l kilî(x1dl. of
Frenchi or ( zrinaiî il u oulicb a mis-
ta1ke lot ti seize il, lut thie mother

toi ue ist vs, first the inotiier ton-
oli cls thîe art of spîeech andi hear-
lig( cornes liefore the art of reading, and
the child shouild be weli ont on the
broad higliway of Eliglishi literatture
before he is able to read at ail.

A.
But it may be weli in tîe' very first

place to seek to, be convinced afreslh
tbat ait acquaintanice 'vith English lit-
eratuire is a nlecessary part of a public
scliooi edincation. If belief is strong
ofl tliat point, it wil1 nut lbc difficult, I
tiiiill,, to discover means.

That Englislh literatture is necessarv~
for the edification of children is the
dogma I xvish to advocate, and liv
means oif a --cries of illustrations drive
homle.

f(i) The wvide literattire which is
concernied witbl nature, for instance, is a
slilid( meaus foir inlspiring a child
witli a love of natturai olîjeets. The


