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Nature.
OVNoî'îî,nS beriefaetor, Mottier Eýartiî
Year after ycar the corn, out,*taictes tali,
The golden grain rears bearlded licad to fait

iiefore the reaper's hand ;at springtinle's birth
Thou iakst the waste to iîlossoni, weaitht and wor(l,

Frein never failing treaur house for ail
Unfolding %vith a power iagiùai,

Civing neNv life and jov, O boutiteous Earth.

Nor dont thon leave Llhe soul of mn iîifed:
The violet bloorns for prince and peasarmt' eYe

W1iUî ceascles roll the wavc breaks on, tlm bearh;
The~ eat.aract llis ini baill for ati and Ccd

A living beaiit3', breathiinghaiîîy
Ver field and forest, nmoor and mnouni, is shecd.

Ui, te August 2Oth the bopes of farmers in Mii
Loba ran Itigli, as they liad every prospect of being
able te harveet their immense crops in good con.
dition. But that niglit the province wasv~isitcd by
that dreaded enemy-f rost- in a more or less severe
form, and gloom prevailed. Lt le, of course, ini-
possible te say te what extent the crops have becn
daniaged, as that will not be known tili the grain
ie threshed, but iL ie believed that ini the north.
western parts of the Province, where the frost was
moat severe, considerable injury has been done.
About 25 per cent. of the grain had been cut and

waq, of course, savcd. North Dakota and Minne-
sota were aise vi8ited by severe froste and consid-
erable damage done .te the crope. In England and
Ireland the crops have been ruined by heavy raiin
stot ns,*%nd farinera bave lest aIl hope ef a harvest,
as the fields are entirely covered %vith water. Ilar-vesting operations in Manitoba and the North.
W~est are being carried on vigorously, and it is te
be sincerely hoped that the -weather ih ýcontinue
favorable, and thiat the loss by freet wvi1I be found
te be much less the» is now supposed.

TiuE counit of the farrn and home transcripte mille
in accordance with the inortgage collection clause
ef te United States Ccnsus Act, shews tome most
intcrcsting figures.- 'lhers wcvre returned by the
entinieraters 2,491 ,9;3 ferme and homes oceujoei
by owners whiclî are encumibered by meortgagt-.
This liuml)er includes corne farme and7homes abo0ut,
whilîi the enunicrators made ne report, and whielh
partly belong te the clues ef hired and partly te tlie
chies et owned free, as wvell as partly te the clafss
of owned and encumbered. Until this ni,-
known quantity, due to, the faîlure ot the enuni-
erators, je eliminated, it may be rcgurded as approx-
imately truc that two and a quarter million familles
et the United States occupy and own encumbered
ferme and homes, and that ten and a quarter
million fumilies eccupy ferme and homes that are
either hîred or owned free. The proportions of
hired and owned free homes and farmse will lie
known when the population division completes tte
count of thse returna pertaining te thons. The pre.
liminary results indicate that the average debt fer

a farmi ini the agricultural state of Iowa jei ,2s
home $719; average fer farm .anid home,$lI0
If these averages hold good foer te union the eti-
cutubrance on the farms and hoines of the United
States, occupied by owners, je ai-olit $2,565,0,OO.),
Incomnplete returns from several western states it.
dicate that farine und homes are niortgaged fia,'
about one-third the value put upon them by tIL
owners.

Wî referred seume menthe age te the reenît of ex*
periments made with elcctriciLy in France, on,
vegetation, and iL appears that more recent experi.
mente have been successfully m ide in Russia.
These have demonstrated that certain vegetables,
the growth of whioh was previously censidered tip
be retarded by the application of electricity, are ini
fact highly susceptible to that influence. Four
years ago elaborate experiments were made iii
Finland. A small field was selected, and wvîeat
was planted in it. Over a part of this field was
stretched a system ef parallel ivires, from whici
pointe extended downward. The space betwee,î
each wire and iLs nearest neighbour was one meter,
and the distance from one point te the next one
was aise a meter. An electric carrent wae sup.

ý ied frem machines set up in an adjoining slhsd.
he crop of wheat grown under the wires wvas

grater by nearly fifty per cent, than that taliet
from an adjoining andl equel erea ivhere electricity
wvas net eupplied. By this experiment aud others,
it wae concltuded that the development of wvheat,
rye, barley, oats, beets, parenipe, potetees, beans,
and etrawberries could be accelerated by electrici ty,
but thiet the grewth, of carrets, turuipe, cibbage,
peaq, and tobacco might be retarded by the same
agent. But the Russian experiments ehowved that
the growth ef peas ivas greatly accelerated by
electricity and that it caused carrote te grow witl,
astonishing rapidîty aul1 te an extraordinary size..
In the course ef time it je net therefore improbable
that the electric current wilI be, at least, used pro-
fltably by market gardeners and In connection wi thi
hiot-house culture.

Tînt Auguet bulletin of the Ontario Bureau of
Industries etates that in the three pointe of yield,
tiuality, and housing the crop ef feul wheat [bis
season bas an enviable record. The average yield
for the pr.-vince is eetimated at 24.4 bilshels te te
acre, while fer the nine years 1882-90 the average
was but 19.4 bushels per acre. The average yicild
ef epring wheat je estimated at 18.8 buslhels per
acre, the average for the previeus nine yeara being
lé- 2. The total estimated yicld, ef feul wvIeat is
20,833,986 bushels, and ef spring wheat 9,603,666
bushels, or altogether about eight and a hai million
bushels more than last.year. The tetal erea in fahi
and spring wheat ie 1,363,067 acres an compaei
witb 1,321,854 acres in 1890. The area in barley
lias been diminished hy 148,160 acres but the yieul
per acre je estimated at 27 bushels per acre as cern-
pired. witb 22.2 last year. The total estimateil

y ield is 14,910,750 busels. Thse area in oats je
little lees then last year, but the yield will be
enormnous, being estimated et 68,305,213 busel.l,
or 37.1 bushels per acre as compared ivith 28 bushels
last year. The area in rye bas been reduced Liv
one-third. Lespeas were eown than laetyear, b,'
the total production wvilI be twe and a haIt miîllionî
bushels more, whioh meane an increase ef fotir
l)ushele te the acre. Aithough th'e area in hay haný
increased by about 87,000 acres, there were neari v
twe million tons lees cnt than in 1890, but la>1
year's wvas an exceptionally heevy crop. Altc-
gethier the bulletin shows that the harveet tiroigi
eut Onterio lies been a meet bountiful one.

Tjin result of the census bas, we fancy, heen i-c
ceived generally with surprise and disappoimutmcîîl.-
The total population of the Dominion ie 4,S23,34-1.
an increase during the peet ten yeare of only 49S.-
534 or 11.52 per cent as compared withi 17.31 du,-
ing the previeus decade. The thîrce Maritinme
Provinces eombined have oniy added 10,209 [o thpil
population, New Brnwick's ehare being only 61.
in the western territories and provinces there lias
been a groes inorease of 172,699, the percentagv.9
being Manitoba, 148.01 ; the Territories, 140.905:
Britishi Columbia, 87.56; unorganized, 4. Ontario
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