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taI, the receptions and banquets may be counted upon bein1,executed without a hitch. The illuminations are the best
.side of the rejoicings. The red, white, and yellowisli cellu-
loid globes, lit up by electricity, and forming festoons and
triumphal arches are superb. As te the display of flig.s they
are more prof use than tastef ully arranged ; tbey have the ad-
vantage to [e ail new, but the Russian -and Frenclh tricolors,
of the sanie hues, onily differing in the coloured bands being
one vertical (the Frenich) and tire other horizontal, rather
confuses and lessens effect. The grouping of bouquets of
flags was nlot happy, nor- was it relieved by originaliby. Pie-
thora is flot art. It was a grave mistake to introduce paper
flowers to ornament leafless trees.

The Czar>s going to pray in the Russian Church, before
commencing his peregrinations in detail, has been much re-
marked and approved of. During the voyage, frorn the nag-
nificent farewell paid him by the British, it was noticed that
when the Royal Squadron which escorted the Imperial
yachts titi they were taken charge of by the French awar-
shipi, a raînbow suddenly beamed out; rainbows also ap-
peared .during the remainder of the voyage. May such prove
a happy omen for the three nations. The review of the
French fleet at Cherbourg will have its corollary in the miii-
tary review at Chalons, where samples of the several services
of the army will be shown the Czar, even the native troops
-Turcos and Zouaves -from Algeria have contributed their
quota to the grand gathering of the extra autumn manoeuvres
of 100,000 mnen. Between these, the laying of the founda-
tion stone of the Il Pont d'Alexandre III," an output of the
International Exhibition, and the big picnic in the Palace of
Versailles will be the crack intermediary events. The fetes
have brought two millions of visitors to Paris, chiefly pro-
vincials ;disappointment or surprise is felt that, relatively
speaking, so few foreigners have core. It was a worthy
treat for sighitseers. As to hotels they are overcrowded,
and it is to be hoped the supply of provisions will not run
short. Glory on an empty stomach is serious. The French,
publicly as well as privately, have gona bo much expense to
entertain and wetcome their guests. The rejoicings had to be
kept within boundý, as they were orqanized by the State, the
population beîng altowed to conditionally cut in. It will
remain one of the inost striking events of the age.

Since the hob-nobboings between Napoleon I and the
Czar Alexander I in 1808 at Erfurt, the Frenchi and Rus-
sians neyer indulged in such mutual admiration as at pres-
ent. How long will the unity last ? So long as its aimr is
confined to maintaining the peace of Europe. It bas ruled
out the abominably selfish policy of Bismarck ; to keep
France isolated and England and Russia at loggerheads.
That was sowing the wind, for the trend in his nefarious
policy will recoil on Germany in the end. If Russia lias
France, England has Italy, and since the Balmoral interview
the Czar is now aware of the succession of intrigues, by some
powers, to keep England isolated and push ber into some
rash revolution, the botter to, expose her te a coalition of
enembes. But Lord Salisbury lias netA been cauglit by that
chaif; he remains working in witb the other central powers,
while neyer sacrificing crie jet of his country's indepenclence
or liberty of action. By a good understanding, with Rus-
sia the two great powers cati rule the wortd in peaco, be.
cause their interests command that Britain can well give her
consent to the occupation of Constantinople by Russia in
oxchange for the whole Nule valley and a f ree- highway be
twoen the Black Sea and the Mediterranean ; while France,
inste9d of flddling the score of "levacuatioti of Egypt,"
ought to rosin bier bow and stick to scraping <,Partant
pour la Syrie," as a compensation.

Though the Sultan knows lis fate is in the hands of the
Czar and of Lord Salisbury, it is expected he will not per.
form the happy dispatcb, and the occupation by the powers
of lis chief seaports means the partition of bis empire. Tt
must in the end corne to that ; he will neyer reformi Russia
will neyer be content tilt she bas Ci)nstantinople ; England
will neyer quit the Nile valley, and no power will deciare
war to trip up the waiting game the two powers are playing.
It i8 the political aspect of the alliance between Flrance and
Russia that engrosses attention. Signed now, it cannot
alter thîe issues aitne(] at;- it oannot nîean attackingy any
power tbat would break the peace anI every diplomatic plait
of camfpaiga wili, when interests are in jeopardy, caîl forth
counter plans The formi of govertiment in France does not
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1concern the Ru.ssians one stt-aw -they nîote wvhat cati he hier
potency to aid the advance of their country for peace or for

*war. That was the great discovery made and acted upOll
by the late Czar, and wlîichli as reined in Germnany - his so00
has made an eqnally itîvaluabie find ; the importance of Il"

*entente c~ordiale witlî England. Perlîaps opinion does nOt
gi)ve Russia sufficient credit for bei- desire to develop bier
i ,ndustrial resources anîd to find an output for them in tbe
,general markets of thîe world. Russia is an agricl'Ilturaî
country, she is now determined to become a centre of the
industries. This is visible by any person who visits ber
instructive exhibition at Nini-Novgorod, wliich bas gi00
ceeded this year's annual fair. :-vlanufacturers wou~ld do
well to study tlîat show, of whicli the idea alone is a reve»
latiori. Fifteen years ago aIl the cotton consumed in RuSSîS
was irnported ; to day one-third of that raw material coin68'
froin lier own Central Asia and tlhe Caucasus. Iu 1893 bier
cotton outputs amounted to one milliard of francs, oiie-tbîrd
greater than in 1883. fier productions of wool, petroleUWl1
coal, sait and cast iron, bave also marched in sevelerg1
îboots ; she commences to suffice for ber own wants, but she
lacks opeuiing-up railways. No matter wlîat political cYO'
lones rnay burst upon Europe, Russia will be secure inl ber
Asiabic strongholds.

The Russian fêtes and tlieir hurly-burly1 over. the O8
of the 1900 Exhibition witl be at once proceeded with;
quite a reginrient of navvies is ready to faîl in wit ikel
spadèe. The foundations, as in ail' buildings, aethe ick 9*
est and the heaviest part of the labours. The superstructure
will not be tedious, as ail the materials wilî arrive readf
prepared, cxacting only titting into position. A fresb ifo't
sion of glory-spirit bas taken place, due to the Czar's visit,
and the expectation that be will corne to open tire10
World's Fair, will keep brains and hands well Occupied
The idea-though the intention be excellent-of giving O0
sli3es cf the works to syndicated artisans is not very POP'~
ular. But ahl attempts to solve the social probteifi "er1 t
experiment. Z

Paris, Oct. 7, 18963.

Field,'Foirest and Strearn.

PASSING down by steamner recently fromn Sarnia 6arî
troit I was very much struck by the great atndyCîir

increasing difference between the two banks of theSt- ago
river. The Canadian side bas evident natural advutge
over the other, but it is alinost entirely devoid of objeciO
interest, whule on the United States side there is quite a bgtiO,
cession of summer cottages and summer botels, miost of tO
picturesque in appearance and many of thein set Of b y
background or an environment of trees. on askinIfor g
explanation of this difference I was told by one local residet
that the ufiprogressive shore is in part an Indian res6re
and by another that there is no more difference bleu,0
shores there than there is ail along the St Lawrenbe fr 00

repose tweeBrockville to Duluth. "lOn the one side you see, ' oinformant, Ilactivity and prosperity, while on the tesec eps and stagnation, if not decay. Compare -30I~owitb Ogdensburgh, Port Hope witb Rochester, Fort eirtO
even St. Catharines witb Buffalo, Port Dover Wt
land, Amherstburgh with Toledo, Windsor with Petedl
Sarnia with Port Huron, the Canadian witli the Viýi.bh
States Sault Ste. Marie, Port Arthur or Fort Wilia $ ,~
Duluth. Tire difference is quit<' as marked noW as it

when Lord Durhîam dwett oii it wittî emphasis alntit1
yearH ago in bis ' Report.' You wilI get but a poOr do of
the contrast, if you timit your observation to a fe W
the St. Clair river." 

ofa
Tlîough there may be a good deal of force in' thio 00e

putttmg the case, and iin the imiplication thathed
is due to causes that are as deep-rooted as tlîey
spread, I cannot see any niece.ssity for Iîeaving th,, th
shore of the St. Clair so entirely bare of trees.
planted in suitable places they would soon add Ver. la
to the beauty cf thre river wÎthout sensmibly 1"esSflI~
area of land available for cultivation. Tt ii 'fuite pro00o
that the absence of trees bas4 more to do with the a5~p
sumrmer remorts tîîax anvtîîin- else lias, for the


