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wherp the poet is flot iiiourning but tellitig lii> soriQu' as
Prettily as he eaui, stamp titis poetry as coinrnotîplace andt
trivial.

Aýs Ur. M-,cGafley is a Canadian by birtîî it is painful
to have to Write in titis way about lus work ; but lie~ ias '-o
blame his fî'iends, or rather bis publisiiers, for it. 1lis v ol-
ure is published by Dodd, Mead \& Co., and so is Te Book-
ilian ; and to the unjnitiated reader it woultl seetu that tlîis
review was evidently an atteibpt on the part of tItis cele-
b"rated firm to push their own wares. And herein. lies a
danger to American criticisin. The publishing bouses either
publisb or control the magazines, and the fulsome praise of
the fiftb-rate or commonplace that sometimes appear even
il' such a high-class critical journal as The Bookman tends
to Iower the standard of criticism. We may he unjust to
The Bookman in this respect, but a magazine that professes
tO Ie second to none in critical work sbould be above, sus-
Picion. T. G. Mxîo(vîs.

Kingston, Ont.

(f _Mis e huaIs -I¶î.eus

Little book, thy pages stir
With a poet's brighter life
lit lays that gloonm witlî doubt andi sti î
[o niany a inoody sutierer.

'1 hou shait bring a bain for pain.
Feit behind lus prison bars,
The spirit of the sunt and stars,
Trhe spirit of lthe wind andi rain

Ž4uisie an d the 1)î anut.

TWil1 certainly be a rare delight to hear the celebrated
pianist Joseffy, on Tuesday evening next, tbe lOth inst.,

iMassey Hall, with the Buffalo Symphiony Orchestra. My
r6collections of this distinguisbed artist's refined and symi
inetrical performances on the piano date back over a dozen
Years, when 1 first heard him in Sbaftsbury Hall on Queen
8treet. He appeared with the famous Wilbelmj, then the
"08St popular violinist since Paganini, and they were a par-
ticularly strong teain. Joseffy's playing was wonderfully
ean and polisbied, and full of bright poetic fancy. He
PeIrformed pieces by Chopin, Liszt and Schumann, witb two
or three of bis own compositions. I remember it well, and
how charmed I was at the elegance of bis style, bis beauti-
fui1 toueh and bis rippling, pearly runs. And then sucli
dainty simplicity. sucb tranquil repose! At that timne be
"'nd Carreno, the bot blooded, passionate Soutb American

hobas since attained suds famne in older lands, were my
ideal performers. Joseffy fascinated ; Carreno astonisbed
"'le Witb ber magnetic brilliance and wild impetuosity. I
W'Il flot say that Joseffy is or is not my ideal pianist now,
for 1 bave not beard hin for four or five years, and 1 would
* ot care to go so fatr anyhow, but I will say that as a finisbed,
bJrilliant and imaginative pianist there is none greater hn the
world. Others neiay perîsaps play cer-tain tbings witls more

YCOnic grandeur, or witb greater intensity and emotion;
bullt Joseffy always deligbts because of bis superb execution
411d the remarkable symmeti'y existing between pure senti-
ruient and intellectuality. 1I(do flot enjoy tbese calculating,
P8Ycbological plavers wbo show tbeir scholastic minds in
everY neasure, nor do 1 care for the ovet' sentimental per-
forMer who would have one believe that Bacb was relating
a tender love tale in eacb of bis fugues, or that Beethioven
41lvays appealed to the emiotional faculties. These latter
Play Cbopin as if bie were a sickly, broken-hearted woînan,
Wbo lasbed herself into a spasmodie passion at times, but
lUickly feil inlto tbe samne morbid state again. A bappy
h'rImonious adaptation of tbe intellectual and emotional,
the former guiding and controlling tbe feelings and testbetic
el ernent, is what makes a really great musical performer,

Ssncb an equipped artist is Joseffy.

Thebe theme of Paderewski's opera is Hungarian, and
scene is laid in tbe Carpathian mounitains.

-Arthur Friedheim is concertizing in Egypt and Greece.

aiti glad tliat Albani bas been eiedfor the Mies-
siali, and it certainiy relleets to the credit of thme lt hillbar'
rnonic people to make such an important engagement.
Her reputation as ant oratorio singer is an exalted mtie, and
it will lie a pleasure to bear bier ini tbis eýapacitV.

It is rutnored tla Sr Bernihardt and Padlerewski ar'e to
lie Isere early in Apt-il. Thle former for two nhs and tbe
latter one. Ai, fuiÉiermiore, rumnor bas it tîtat tîtese
wonderful atists will be heard the satne eveumng.

Nir. Walter Il. Coles lias been appointed orgatiist o
Carlton Street Methodist Chiurcb and thte citoice ouglît to
be a good one, as he lias hoth talent andi ambition, two hnu
portant requisites.

Other items have been crowded out this issue.

W,. 0. Fousv'îî .

lEnglîit nsusicians are stili disturbed by the lack of uni
formity ini regard to tbe musical pitch, used by tbe various
organiisations in tbat country. S4orne time ago the Philbar-
mionte Society, of Lo(ndlon,-a decidedly conservativ e body-
adopted, what we speak of in Canada as the Il low " or "'inter-
national " pitchi (A L1f:5); and followingy tbis example a
nisîiiber of other societies, whiclî bad formierly biesitated to
miake the change, bave now fallen in line. One of the gret
est obstacles to the adoption of the low piteh in England bas
always been the attitude of the mnilitary autborities,who h,.wIe
objectcd, on accouru of the expense that would be involved,
to tnaking any change in the pitch. used by the bands. Now,
liowever, owing to the action o~f tbe Philharmnie Society,
the armiy autborities are followinc, the unusual course of dlis
obeying theit' own rules (as pointed out in thîe Musical
Times), for there is a regulation stating that " in order to
ensure unifornîity tbrougbout the regimental bands of the
service, the itisrunients are to be of the sanie pitch. as that
adopted by tbe Philhiarmonie Society." It is tberefore being
urged that tbe Britisli Government should take action in the
niatter. There is rio doubt that the low piteh lias come to,
stay, and tlîat tihe longer it is opposed the more expensive
its adoption will become. Wluere is Canada on this question?
We are about in the saine position as England, trying to
assure ourselves that we are perfectly coinfortable wbile sit-
ting on the fence. We show no narrow prejudices. We use
bobh hîigl and low pitcb,not togetber (at least, not as a rule>,
but alternately-very littie to the deliglit of our piano
dealers. It really looks as if Canada would bring up the
rear in this mnarch of progress. In Tor'onto tbe Phîilbarmonic
Society is, perltaps, tbe niost important organisation which
is holding back. If it would take tbe inatter up the struggle
would probably soon be over. 0f course there are dîfficulties
in the way, because the players of the wood-wind section of
the orchestra (and possibly others) would have to buy new
instruments, but surely that coùld be înanaged. Let the
conductor and otber officers consider the advisability of an-
tîounicingy that the low pitcb will be used next season, and
tben make contracts with such players as will be put to
expense by the change, engaging tbem for aIl the concerts
the Society may give during the next two seasons. Some
such plan could surely be adopted. Tbe use of tbe low pitch
would certainly enable the chorus to do finer work than is
possible at present. C. E. SAUsu>ERS.

W TE do trot always obtain our cleat'est views of a subject
by looking directly at it. Nor does thse value of a

thing wholly depend upon wbat we cani say affirmatively in
its favour, for tItis would bave unanswered the important
question, what would we do witbout it?

Instetid. tîterefore, of introducing the reader at once to
die mnute nsysteries of the Shadow River, or the boisterous
grandeur of Bala Falls, ]et us approacb Muskoka indirectly,
and consider il, so to speak, by retlected ligbt. To tbe pen
of Pierre Loti we are indebted for the following pretty side-
liglbt -

" The end of April is the season of change when the
Judas trees aIl along the shores of the Bosphorus are in
flower. Nowliere else in the world does one find so many
Judas, trees as bere, wbere tbe two extremities of Asia and
of Europe are face to face. There are violet-bued tufts and
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