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THE NEW ERA.”

Weare all familine with the expression of
two opposite wiys of looking at things, which
and somctiues ©cant,”
according to the character of the speakers.  Ou
the one side we have the lvuditor raporis aetd,

18 sometines sincere

who vepeats his mowrnful eomplaint that * the
formen: hotter than these ;" that
the world is growing worse, and that there is
no cure for it but some general catustrophe
which shall sweep away the existing order of
things.  On the otherside, we have the enthu-
with o capital 8)

thnes were

sinstic eulogist of Seience
and “‘the mareh of modern improvement,”
believes shat, on the wheels of invention and
‘“advanced thought,” the voll
smoothly on into the Utopia which has heen
the fond drewmn of the ages.  The author of the
bhook hefore us belongs to neither class, hut

who

world 1s to

takes a deeper, wider and move truly hopeful
view than cither. He belongs to whar is, hap-
pily, i ever inereasing number of thinkers,
who, while keenly alive wo every note of real
progress in thought and action, and as keunly
pereeptive of the peculiar problems, evils and
dangers of owr own age, cherish the inspiring
faith that, through all weakness and folly, and
even apparent retrogression, the great®oul of
humanity is being guided to the goal of that
Kingdom for the coming of which all Christians
pray, in the One Prayer which is universal.

“The New Kra,” which formus the title of
Dr. Strong’s book is, he tells us at the outset,
that which will have its beginning in the twen-
tieth century, and for which the nineteenth
century has been a preparation. In the very
interesting and suggestive opening chapters of
the book, he tersely and rapidly sketches for
us the great changes which have so transform-
ed our social economy during the last half cen-
tury, changes which may be classed as plysical,
political and social, cach acting and re-acting
on the others.  To scientific progress he rofers
at some length, pointing out that its great ad-
vance during the present century has heen in
reality a fresh revelation of the Divine will,
though this is unrecognized by those whe © do
not perceive that the truths of seience ave
God’s traths, that its laws are God’s laws
and he holds that “* this modern revelation of
His will means a mighty hastening of the duy
when His will is to be douc on carth as it is in
Heaven.”

One of the most important movements of
the day, which forms a leading feature in Dr.
Strong’s analysis, is * the tendency towards
organization and centralization which is seen
cverywhere.”  He points out that “the pro.
sregs of the race has been along two lines, the
development of the individual, and the organ-
1zation of sacicty ; that, in the history of Kurope,
progress seems to have been along only one of
these two lines at a time ; that, during the past
hundred years, the growth of democracy has
meant the development of individualisim ; and
that, now, < the pendulum of the ages has be.
gun to swing in the direction of a closer organ-
ization of sosiety, which movement is greatly
facilitated by the inereased ease of comnmuni=
cation afforded by steam and electricity.”  Hig
elnboration of these points is exbremely inter-
esting and suggestive, but space forbids enter-
ing into detail. The author points out, how-

* The New Era ; or, The Coming Kingdom. By
Rev. Josiah Strong, D.D., General Secretary of the
Evangelical Alliance of the United States, aathor
of ““Our Country.” New York: The Baker and
Taylor Co,
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that, while the disposition to sacritice
one of these principles to the other has asserted
itself in the political,
tory of the race, as, for instance, in the ¢om-

ever,
socinl aud religious his-

trasted civilizations of Grecee and Rome, as to
the first, and in Romanism and Protestantism
these two principles are not
and that ““the
much nore

as to the second :
conflicting, but correlative ;
world’s progress is likely to be
rapid than it has been, because the great forees
of modern civilization are calenlited {o stimu-
lato the development of both these principles,
and, , that the time has come \\hvn
men should nm Nigently aid this development.”

Dr. Strong holds that the destiny of the
race is the perfect society foreshndowed in
Seriptural prophecy ; and that in spite of all
the world’s buvden of sin and misery, it is pro.
gressing towards this goal,  “ Clivilization is
on a higher plae now than formerly.  We
have better laws, better institutigps, higher
moral-standards, wore of liberty

HIoreovey

and less of

lawlessness and violeuee : und these changes

show o change innan hinese. The worlds
seusibilities have become meve tender, there
is grenter respeet for the richts of others, there

is wmore of self coutrol, there has been progress
in wmen’s ideas, there are higher conceptions of
life, there is spivitual growth, and this groweh
is the promise of a perfected liunianity,”

But man’s growth
threcfold, physical, intellectual and spivitual ;
and Dr, Strong peints out how, on these three
lines, the world had been develeped and pre-
pared for Christianity by the Grecks, Romans
and Jews,  Only when the preparation was
complete, did He appear who ¢ was to inaugur-
ate the Kingdom of God among rmen.”

But these three nations accomplished their
share of this great work, because one of them
was supreme in each of the three spheres
pointed out. It is, thercfore,” says Dr.
Strong, ‘“of the utmost significance that of
these characteristics, cach of which, singly,
sufliced to make @ nation supremely important
in the world's history, all
Anglo-Saxon race.”  Tu the interesting chapter
entitled, **The Contribution
Anglo-Saxon,”

must. necessarily  he

three unite in the

made by the
he undertakes to show that this
race is dominant and must vrow more so, in
conseuence of its superiority in the physical,
intellectual and religions spheres,  He points
out that the Anglo-Saxon is the great mission-
ary race ; that in comwerce, invention, litera-
ture, it holds the van ; that its languase is ae-
tually now spoken more universally than any
other, and is beconiing more and more a world-
language, that its numerical inercase is the
and that, on the most moderate
computation, “a hundred years hence, this one
race will outnumber all the peoples of conti-
nental lurope by 100,000,000 souls. More:
over, now, for the first time in the recorvd of

most rapid,

history, the greatest race ocoupies the greatest
home,” )

As an enthusiastic and patriotic American,
Dr. Strong naturally emphasizes the magniti-
cent extent and almost houndless vesources of
his own country, and of the American conti-
nent.  “ Al Furope,” he says, “‘including
the vast plains of Russia, may be laid down
within our national bounds, and, by a conser-
vative estimate, we shall have a population of
373,000,000 in 1990.”  ““ The local self-govern-
ment in the United States is eminently favour-
able to the development of the most perfect
social order, because experiments in govern-
ment can be made, under such conditions,,



