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Montaigne would look-but Rabalais! There bas been
mucb discussion on bis if e and real character. But of one
tbing we mav be sure tbi those wbo would picture him
from bis boocks, a jovial bullbon, always junkcting andbhalf
dunk, would find themselves very mucb disappointed.
H1e was a truc original, who conceaied the boldness of bis
views beneatb an extravag-ant form. Only the sxteentb

century could bave produced such a monstrous agglomer-
ation of learning and grossness, a fine and noble moral
perception side by side witb a loathsome depravity ; wbere
be is liad, as La Bruyère says, he goes far beyond the
worst ; wlîere be la gooedlie ises to excellence and beyond.
Hie bas morsels the nîost delicate--on the next page, cats-
meat; bere we listen to.iotes from the empyrean-tbere
it is the inspiration of the gutter and the dungill ; now
be stoops ravenously ever carrion-in a moment bis sail-
b road pinions are spread aind soon lie is lost in the distant
clouds.",

eus . "1 read a great deal on and in Rabelais
before 1 turned ny bac-k on the g;îrdens of the Hesper-
ides. But, (flanc-us, in sober serieusnoms, (Io you suppose
if Rtabelais lived to (lay that busy, rushing mnankind wouid
give the timie te solve bis riddles ? Little paragmaphs are
wbat the meni of the nineteenth century want, and humour
such as is ground out at two ami a-haîf dollars a columu.
Chas4tly trade 1

Glaucuio 1 : ae'l i would adapt himseif te the tiniie."
lepat" Theiî lie wouid net lielabli.

<Jaucs: "I Yes lie wotild. us4 satire perlîapli would
ho less ob.,cure."

fhale. Born te day lie would have little in comnîon
witb the Rabelais we know. In the first place he would
not bave entered the chumch.Ilie would bave le'en a rail-
way man, or a barrister, or it reay be a journalist. lis
curiosity was great, and lie bad the passion for expression
and communication of the literary character. 1 t was flot
the custoni among the Franciscans of Fontenay-le-Comte,
where he passed througli the varions degrees te that cf
priest, te study Greek profouîidly, but Rabelais, contrary
te the spirit of buis order, made bimself master of ancient
literature."

Jlelpsani l' ho faot is Rabelais belonged te an
enduring type. Ile was of the class who tbink for otliers
-find a pleasure in living for ethiers. To tîjis class beiongs
the truc literary nman, the true politician', the true minis-

ter or priest. But scepticisni of the curreiqt religion was
foced on Rlabelais, as it was on Luther and Erasmus, and
hundreds cf othere, by abuses. Easmiiu4, ike IRabelais, a

priest, says in bis '1)e (ontemptu Mundi,' that 1 the con-
vents of the time were. places of inipiety rather than

religion, whero everything was donc te whicb a depraved

inclination could lead, under tbe sanction and mask of
piety ; and wbere it was hardiy possible for any one te
keep bfimself pure and unspotted .' [nthe sixtcenth
century the word 1 convent' waq applieul indifferontly te

religions bouses, where moen or weuuen were lîoused, anud
Erasitnus is clearly speakineg of what we now ca.1 menas-
tories."

Glaucits: " Weil, 1 maintain we want a satirist."
McKnet: Il H ave yeunont got Orip /
Glaucus . " Gril) is good, but hbe necessarily deals

witb the surface cf tbings. We want a genuine satirist
* wlîo would appiy lus humour te tear the mask fromi calcu-

lated bypecrîsy and luunbug, and open tlhe oyes of the

guls;- then we sbeuld bave a iangh tluat would clear the
air fromi the Atlantic te the Pacilîc."

lectis -,",Y ou have a fancy picture of Canada bofore
your eye. Wluy de you net de ibis great work yeum-
self 1i

<laucus:.Il f have îîot the genius, net the fun, net
oven tbe sva indignatie. But 1--

Here a tap canme te thedeer, whiclî opened ; in rustled
Madamîe Laliuge and lier two young friends, made more
fresb and beautiful than eover by the prairie air. They were
laden witb lowers. Now conversation became a charming
bubbub, throngh whicb the music of the wonîen's voices wss
clear. IlFlowers-neyer saw anytling more beautiful."
IlBroncos ! lId love it." Il Do tbey buck very badly ? "
"Mr. McK.'nom, net a word cf that dreadfni Plate during
ourboliday." " Ami agreat repi" "0 yes !" "Appetito I
î'm asbamcd."

Wbat was there and tlien arranged mnst lw lef t for the

future, if, indeed,it wilever be madloknown. 1blegin toper-
cive -but unlearned in sncb miatters I1nuay be at fault-
1 bogin te perceive the glances cf Gwendolen and Rectus
meeting, and theme is a wonderfui différence in the mianner
cf 1Helpsam toterou(,, and even McKnom-bnt in is
case if there lie any love it is sure te ho Platonic.

NICIîOLNS FLOoD DAvIN.

TîuE extent of the passion for stamip-cllecting is indi-
cated by the presence of over a bundred meinhers ef the
American Pbilatelic Association at its annual convention
in session in New York last week. People wbo have
nevèr been taken with the stamp-collecting fad may be
surprised te bear that theme are sevemal collections val ned at
$30,000 te $40,000 in this country, ameng tbom tbat

owned by Mr. Van Derlip, of this city, and that a number

j of Amnerican stanîps ule as high as $500, and a few at
$1,000 each in the phîlatelic market. The largost and

most valuable collection in the world is said te be that of
Philippe Le Renorere de Fermary, cf Paris, wrtb from

$300,0()o te $400,000. For one stamp in bis collection he
¶is said to bave refused $10,000, showing that wben the

fever takes bold of a mani he is apt te bave it lîard.-Bos-
ion Iferald.

A D)ICTIUARY OPf PRACTICAL MEýDJCINVE.*

T H [S is net oniy a very valuable work, but it is, as far
as we know, the best book cf the kind in existence,

and the mest sensible. A dictionary of medicine might be
a darigorous possession, and'it needs te be compiled by men
who are net only learned and experienced in medicine,
but who have the practical knowledge of the capability of
ordiriary laymen. A book like this înay be said te be a
necessity in evemy country ; because, in the îîîost favourable
circnmstances, theme may be some delay in procuring nuiedi-
cal assistance. But, in a country ike our ewn, wbere
nedical mien are often many miles away, a geod book of

this sert is invaluable ; and we can confideritly recommend
the one before ns as of the bigbest excellence.

In the first place, tbe publisher bas obtaîned an editor
of the greatest eniinenuce, whese supervision of the wbole
work is a guarantee cf its being brougbt up te thîe latest
researches of inedical science and practice. The editor,
tee, is singnlarly happy iri bis celleagues, ameng wbom
are nealy ail the uîîest eminent cf the riging physicians
and surgeons in the English metropolis, besides soune
outaide Londen. As tbey nuinher more than forty names,
it is impossible te enumerate them beme, and a selection
fromt them would lie invidions - but we believe that those
who are acquainted wiffh the Englislu uedical world will
justify our charactemizatiori of thon.

Ail the more important subjects conîprised under the
bead of Practicai Medicine are here dealt witlî ceîciseiy,
but, fer the pnrpose of the boeok, adequately. And the
editor tells uls that, in the selection of the subjects and in
the mariner of their treatment, practical tntility bas been
consudered rather thaux counpleteness of detail, 'l in the belief
tlîat sncb a work will prebably be more cf ton referred te
with somte immediate ebJect in view thari used for syste-
iiiatic reading."

The editor bas very properly excluded ail subJec-ts
beloriging te surgery, witlî the exception of ene class cf
subjects on which it was necesuiary te give practical
directions. Generally speaking, any attenîpt at surgical
oper&tions by tintaught and inexperienced persons wonld
bc distinctly dangemous; and aIl tlîat a lbook of this kirid
should atteunpt is the guidanuce of pet-souns, inu cases cf
necessity, until a qurgeen cari be procured. Tlhis course
lias berri wisely followed.

The editor bas lit the mean betweeri a mere dictionriay
with the briefest notices of the suhjects and a forîîual
treatise, by bingirig the lesser subjects under the greater;
and any incenvenience ini the way of reference that migbt
arise front this îuetbod bas been obviated by a very ful
General Index of ail the subdivisions of the articles, and
aIl the subordinate subjects, placed at tie beginnini, of the
volume.

The present treatîse lias cmie advantage ever îîuest of its
predecessors in its giving net nmerely the syciptemnsanad
the origiuîs cf the varions diseases teated cf, but aiseIl thue
exact doses and combinations cf the varions (iugs recoin-
nîended," wbicb wiil certainly add greatiy te the value cf
the book, and te its Ilusefulness te the practitiener."
The editor mentions this particular use of bis work ; and
we bave no doubt that it will prove a boon te mariy a y onng
practitiener wlîose time for stuîdy is limited; but we
believe it wiil aise pi-ove of tho greatest value in the
faiiy.

TE RA MBLER.

P OR ByleO'Reilly ! One was too usyat the tinte

lino of those fei-vid poeens wlicb were se widely read in
the year 1881. Thero was a promise in (bat volume, feyer-
isb, glowing and aIl uncertain, but stili a promuise. But
liko many similar Milesian volumes it came te iittle. Witb
ballad-making, lyrical anid dramatic instincts in plenty, the
poet ither bad net the leisuie nor the sustaining power te
bold with bis verse the public of thieso teoiig latter days.
Every Iriehman, it is te ho supposed, is a politician first.
Milesiari iitoî-ary failures are vemy comurin. The beaqon
cf political famte allumes those restloss, surging, cboieuic,
active tomporaments and in the struggle the du-icate poet's
wings get maimed, bruisd-perbaps burnt.

To fil thi~e and-graiu pli ce aieng the stonnis
That lîuild the social wall lu milliuon saieenese,'
le life by leave andi death hiy insiguiicance.

This very Matthew Amnoidiari sentiment is 0*ReilIy's
owri. Something of that mnnotony of existenice (was ho net
in later life a hard-working, trained jonmnaiist 1) sapped, 1
imagine, that icbness of fancy anid exuberarice cf diction
whicb mark the peetic Iishman. The wild hystemics of the
Clt were perhaps there, too, but fairiy well ieasbed. Il Fronu
the Earth a Cry 'is a fine poem but utterly lackirig in
the virile directness cf Mms. Browning's Il De Profundis,"
for example. Take, in wemriam of a noble if pervorted
.spirit, these few linos called Wbeat Grains."

Benevolence befits the wisest tuijud
But lie whu, lias lot stuidjei to be kind,
Who~ grante for aseking, gives witlcuit a rule,
l lirts wliiui lie lieli,î, and pr I i I>V~ iiiiself ai1 fooal.

il-

The wi8e niait je ejucere. but lie wlîo tri".
Tu> be ejocere, hl.laailo t wjee.

*A l)icti'muary uof practical iMledicie :Fuited) ly .1auies Kingstouî
1-'.wler, MA., M.. 11,iiee21 liilltige. Londonul': .1. A. Clirobhl.
1890.

The dearth of Shakespearian performances in our midlet
has already been noted by several leading journal1s. It is
a most certain calamity. If the Drama is any use at ail,
either as a mode of depicting buman nature and history
for the young, or as a pleasure and recreation for the old,
surely the plays of William Shjakespeare have the foremost
dlaim to performance in an English-speaking country.
The truth of the matter seems te be, that among actors
themselves there is less and less love of the Drama for its
own sake, and more, very much more love of the individual.
The rush to the stage bas been so 'great of recent years
that emulation and competition at the present moment are
unprecedented. This state of commot'on in the profession
does nlot conduce to easiness ; it breeds disunion and dis-
cord, strife and contentions, and in the race for reputation
only one thing is thought of and provided for, namieiy,
novelty. Poor souls-if they only knew how mnucb of
what tley call new is the very oldest of matter--furbished
and garnished at great expense and set forth for our
enjoyaient under many, but nlot very seductive, guises. 1
think it a gennine pity, for example, whien children of
fine minds and lively imagination are not taken before
the ages of thirteen or fourteen te see such plays as Il Haut-
let"I or Il Macbeth." The unimpeachable morality of Shakes-
peare, the historie picturesqueness, the altitude of thougbt
and the grace and skill and eloquence of good acting are
ail lost to many of our boys and girls, condemned only te
read Shakespeare, and perbaps not te see bini till they have
cntered upont a critical and unimpassioned age. For bear
in mind that the so-called modern comedy is a dangerous
muental food for youth. The plot nearly always turnes upon
marital inuldelity, more or less expiained away and con-
doned. The young as well as the old are called upon to
admire the Risqué. I drew attention soute two seasons
ago te tbe curions fact that wbereas dozens of people
stayed away front M. Coqueiin's performances on the
ground that they were cbiefly the production of French
coutedies, the saine people flocked and will flock again te
sec l a Tosca I and "lCaitnille." This anomaly is of course
dite te iginorance, but, then, there bas aiways been so mnuch
ignorance I say that modemn society plays are aniusing,
very, but unhealthy, most decidedly. Send an intelligent lad
of twelve to seecI"Othello," and bie will cone back horrified
at the amazing vileness of "llago." Ail woinen are hence-
forth as Desdemona to biim ; virtuous, wrongf.d, patient
and despairing. T[ake him to "lPeril " or "Nancy and
Co," repeating the process as often on Saturday aftcmnoolns
as you can, and you must fnot le shocked to find bis
morals considerably weakened and bis mental vision cein-
pletely blurred and deadened. 0f course, we îîeed net a il,
for we canet ail, be like Sir Roger de Coverley, who, at
one time of bis delightful life, had net seen a play for
twenty years. Il The laît I saw," said Sir Roger, Il was
,The Commiittee,' wbich 1 sbould niot have -one te neither.
liad not 1 been told beforeband that it was a geod ('hurcli-
of.England comedy." Now, a Ilgood Chureli-of-Erugland(
comedy"IIdoes not sound attractive to us, partly because we
have seen the "lPrivate Secretary," and are tired of it,
and partiy hecause, I fear, the fun may have been the
least bit slow. StilI, we can admire the good old Knight's
principies, and resolve not to expose our yeung people nt
least to the fauits of a play-going but not play-analyzing
age. We who, it miay bc, are

Neyer the worse for a touch u r tw o
On .,nr speckled bide,

can bc suflered to sit out the hysterical improbabilities of
the modern society play. Some of us by our caiiing are
comipellod to. But the cbildren, 0, the clildren, tbat

The fusrt fleh's fktll oni tleir wonider of whte muet uuîiwan, inîclî.

If we cannot give tbem Shakespeare and good bealthy
pantomime and a littie barmless melodramna now and theiu
te stir the young blood and waken the latent chivary,-
my advice is, Give tbem no Drama at ail.

The mnelodrarna was and is, aiways superlatively
virtuous. The Modemn Society play is subtly baïd. This
vicious tendency may bave comte to us throngb the French,
yet thc Germans are to-day the purveyors of comedies, and
we usially attribute very bonest virtues to the Germians.

Th'Ie quarre] between Gilbert and Sullivan still goes on1,
ani now it is ail about-money. (iilbert's pugnacity and
obstinacy are decidedly shameful. One wouid tlîink tijat
a 'lecade since, in the first days of collaboration, the autiiors
wouid have had plenty of opportunities for skirmnisbing,
al of wiîicb, lîowever, would bave comte right by this tinte.
To end worse titan we began is always a littie pitiful. And
Mr. Gilbemt's wit is 80 gentle, so generous, se refined, bis
sarcasm so boneyed, and bis beart (in serious work like
IlCbarity"I and otber piays> so large, tbat one is teriblv
disappointed at hirn. Samuel Jobnson once said :IlWbat
wonid se soon destroy ail tbe order of society ani deforuuu
life witb violence and ravage, as a permission te every one
to judge bis own cause, and to apportion bis own recoin-
pense for imagined injurie,."

Somw passions cannot lie regulated, but muet ho enitimeiy
cit off.-Seneca.

NATURE, is often bidden, sometimes overcomie, seldomn
extinguisbed.-Bacon.

THEY understand but littie wbo understatnd oniy wbat
can be explained..-Marie kbner Eschenbach,.
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