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wron3g in the purchase by a combination of the interests of a small comi

petitor who may be Ilwilling or even anxious te be crushed out ' for a

consideration,' rather than assume ail the chances of himself crushing out

the larger competi lie conveniently ignores the question whether, but

for the dread cf boycotting, or other sinister mode of warfare, the small

competitor miglit net prefer te decline cither alternative, and wliether he

bas not a natural right to, do se and go on doing his ewn business in bis

own way. But the broad issue is that which. regards principles and tend-

encies. No one who carefully refleets on the subjeet can fail te see that

the outcomce of the principle of the combine must be an absolutism in

business as odious in its character as any absoiutism. in government, The

fundamental question is net wliether such and such a combination doca or

does net just new furnish the commoditils it produces or handles as cheatply

as they couid be had under other conditions, but wbat guarantee the people

can bave that it wiil continue te do this, wlien its control is fully assured.

No people who have foughit and bled for the principles of responsibie gev-

ernment in politics is likely to submit long te irresponsibility in manufac-

ture and commerce. Lt may be, it is indeed te be hoped, that something

better than the old mnetliod of competition may be found, but certainly no

seif-governing people is likely te place itself at the mercy of a great cor-

poration, by leaving it absolutely free to determîne at what price its staple

shaîl lie sold, and how fast its members shahl grew ricli. Somewhere and

someho w the principle of responsibility must be fixed and maintained.

TEE questions raised in tlie foregoing paragraplis have a special interest

for Canadians just now, in view of the evidence being taken by the Coim-

mittee on Combines, at Ottawa. The report of that committee will be

awaited with intcrest, thougli it inay be prosumed that meat theughtf ni

readers of its publislied proceedings will have drawn their ewn conclusions

from the evidence in advane. Wben, for instance, an undertaker is vir-

tuaily prohibited frein setting up in business by a boycott, or when a ceai

dealer pays bis felhow-dealers several bundred dollars for the privilege of

taking a public contract, it will bc bard te convince the unsephisticated

that there is net something radically wrong in the system, and that the

public is net, in the end, the reai victim. But what remcdy will the coin-

mittee propose î Will it be prepared te recommend as radical legisiation

as that recently enactetl by tbe Legisiature of Iowa, by whicli aIl corpora-

tions, cepartnerships, and individuals are prehibited from entering into any

combinatien or confedertLtien te fix the price of any commodity, or the

ameunt or quantity of it te lie produced or sold in the State? That is cor-

tainly an attempt te go te the reot of the matter.

TEE rejection l'y the Canadian Commens ef Mr. Kirkpatrick's Bill

providing for the acce-ptance of the standing effer cf the United States

Congress te alhow full reciprocity in wrecking, is te lie regretted on the

grounds of mutual interests and of international good will. If it is net

aise te be regretted on the ground of huaianity, it is simply because of the

fact that ne captain or crew, either Cariadian er American, would lic likely

te permit the law te stand iii the way of their rendering prompt aid te save

l ife or prevent suffering. This is, ne doubt, true in cases in which the peril

or suffering are before the eyes of the rescuers. But it cannet lie denied

that the law may iead evenl te loss of life by preventing the nearest wrecker

fromn geing te, the rescue iii uncertain and doubtful cases. Mr. William

Lesslie, of Kingston, in a letter te the Empire, disposes pretty effectually

cf the twe chief apologies that were oflered in debate fer keeping se

uncivilized a law on the Canadian Statute Book as that which forbids that

* ~ a vessel in distress or danger should be succoured by the irst boat that can

reach lier. One of these apologies was the Government's plca that

permission te caîl in the aid of American wreckers is neyer refused in

cases cf emergency. In answer te this Mr. Lesslie shows that, cwing te

the inevitable delays involved in getting sucli permission, the critical

* moment must often pass and the cppertunity fer rendering effectuai lielp

be lest. To the aliegatien that reciprecity would be one-sided because a

larger number ef wrecks eccur in Canadian than in American waters thE

reply is still more eff'ective, if the fact lie, as Mr. Lesslie alleges, that out

cf seventy-seven vessels lest on the cliain cf lakes during the hast seasor

only eleven, and those of the less valuabie classes, were lest in Canadiar

waters. But even if the converse were truc iii regard te the wreckers

would net the very fact show that the opposite, is the fact in regard te the

sufferers, whose interests are surely paramount 'i Tg net the balance ci

absolute gain on the aide cf the nation whose subjects have mest te ]os(

for want of prompt assistance î

SPECULATION will lie rife, and excitement in ministerial circles intense

luiitil the long-pending reconstruction of the Pominioin Cabinet, rendere'

now imperatively necessary by the decease of the Minister of the Interior,

shall have taken place. This will, as a matter of course, not be until after

the close of the Session. The return of Sir Charles Tupper to England is

understood to be certain, and the retirement of one or two other uie r5

of the Ministry highly probable. Thus ne less than four or five Cabinet

offices may be simultaneously vacant-an unusual occurrence, and one

which could nut fail to be embarrassing to any leader not possessed of Sir

John A. Macdonald's ample resources. Those resources will, ne doubt,

be found, as hitherto, equal to the occasion. Meanwhule syrnptonis of

impatience for adjournmient are already beginnîng to manifest theieselves

axid the annual sacrifice of promised Bills may be iooked for. It wili be a

pity if the iRailway Bill and other measures invoiving important interests

are amongst the number.

LT is not surprisilg that sotue members of the Dominion Parliament are

impatient and even indignant at the apparently slow progress of Britishl

diplomacy in putting a stop to the seizure and confiscation of Canadian

fishîng vessels in Behring's Sea. The protence that the nation whiehi has

just insisted upon and secured the righL of tishing iii Canadian Bays exceed-

ing ten miles in width at the mouth may justly exercise territorial riglitS

over a great open sea, and that too in virtue of the ownership of but orle

of its coasts, seemns tee prepostereus to become a niatter of serious inter-

national correspondence. To even the coolest heads the seizure of inoffen-

sive fishing vessels, with their cargoes and crews, at the distance of ilinety or

one hundred miles fromn the mainiand, has more the appuarance of priva-

teering than of legitimate protection of rights by a civilized and Christian

nation. But the fact remains, and there is ne help for it but in inter'

national diplomacy, nor is there any knownl means by which a colIonye

destitute of a great navy and standing army, can liasten the process of such

diplomnacy very materially. There is littie doubt that the United States,

as a nation, will do what is riglit in the end, however gross the wrolugs she

may suifer her officiais, dressed, seme of them, in an authority which is

unhappily neither brief nor lîttie, to perpetrate in lier name in the mean-

time. Lt is difficult to sec much force either in the pretext by which the

American plenipotentiaries justifif-d the refusaI of their (loveriimemît to have

the question subinitted te the Fisheries Commission, viz., that as no clail'

of the British Government had been formally refused, there was no dispute

to bc settled ; or in the fact urgcd. by some of the Canadian Ministers,

that other nations are concerned in the inatter, as an excuse for delay ini

seeking justice for Canada. The former plea, if allowed, could be stretched

so as to cover an indefinite period, and defeat ail the ends of justice. To

the latter the natural rejoinder is that it is England's duty te proteet her

own subjects wbether those of other nations aro protected or not. -But

there is a soun if net very soothing argument for resignation in the

suggestion that it can hardly be presurmed that the remonstrances o

Canada, single-handed, would avail more than these of the greatest naval

Power in the world.

TuE severity of the attack made upon the British Administration in the

Commons, in the debate upon the defeated bill for the extension Of the

principle of local gevernment of .Ireland, justifies the astoni8ament of Soule

of the Consorvative journals at the introduction of the Governmnent's Local

Government bill at the present time. Lord iRandoipli Cliurchill's aniiu

adversions seem te have been particularly damaging. But apart froin the

charge of bad faith and broken promises, it is evident that the position f

which the Government is apparently placed, of refusing to Ireland the

measure cf self -rule it bestows unasked upon England, is extremely illegicl,

and cannot long be maintained. The strength of the Conservative pOsitio1'

is in its dlaimi to justice and impartiality in its treatment of the Irishi

The dilemma is se obvious and se awkward as te confirai the suspici0fl)

it may almost be said, admission, that the Local Government Bill is

Liberal-Unionist, net a Conservative measure.

THE Irish Nationaliste; have just reccivcd apparently a severe check 'I

the Pope's condemnation of the Plan of Canpaign and the practîce of boy'

cotting. AIl the resources of the Party-leaders will need to be called îi"1

play to induce the~ Irish peasantry to reject the authority of the Vaticf""

in favour of that of Parnell, Dillon, and Company, should that be the fine"

5issue invelved. Much of the moral effect of the Papal decree vil], bol"-

ever, be lest if it be found to have been besouglit, or bargainied for, bY

agents of the British Government-especially if any such priee as that of

a colleige endowment can be shown to have been promnised. The 1

Jame8's Gazette is no doubt right in intimating that if the Pope lias aîowve d

himself to be drawn into anything even faintly resembling such a inistake

zi as backiîig up Lord Salisbury and Mr. Balfour, nothing can be gained b)'


