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INSURANCE COMPANIES MI1GRT FORESTALLý
1 ~GOVERNAIENT

President of British Colmbia Federation Suggests that they
Take Imaiediate Action te Prevent Governaient Insurance

Insurance men tiiroughout Amierica regard with great
coneorn the mnovement in favor of government insurance.
'Ur. H. C. Cox, president of the Canada Lite, referred to this
question at the. company's annual meeting a few days ago.
He stated that insurance men would lookc asicance at any
miovement to tear down the great organization wiiich had
beun built up by private companies as a resuit of long years
of effort. At the saie time, he said, tiiey must bc willing
to discuss the. subject amui maintain the mnts of the. exist-
ig arrangement.

Mr. Williami Tiiompson, president of the, Insurance
Federation of British Columbia, bas addressed a lettur to
the. members of that organization urging thnt life and acci-
dent companics should evolve a plan for continuing the. In-
surane o! war veterans who have become physically unfit
to sucun. insurance in the. ordlnary way e maintains
tiiat if the companles do not do this it will b. donc by the.
,govenment, witii the, result that the thin edge o! tii, wedge
o! gov'ernmnt insurance will b.e ins.rted. The. lutter
reads.

S"At the, beginning o! the. New Yeux, it mlgiit not b.
sinisa te 'write you in regard te the, outlook, before the, In-
surance Federation of British Columbia, for 1919.

uEvery thinking man will admit that w. 'will ie Iievit-
ably faced wlth serious and far-reaehing problems, as thie
resuit of the readjustment that has commenced, witii theo
advent of poce.

"The newly-formued Farinera' Association in advocstlng
for the, Dominion, inter-alla, a systere o! lite inmurance for
retnrned moldiers wiio are piiyslcally unllt.

"Nearer hiome, Major (Dr.) Mclntosh, M.P.P., advocatus
accident insurance for r.turned and incapacltated soldiers in
Britishi Columbia, that could in his opinion, b. added te the.
duties o! the. presunt Workinen's Compensation Board.

Comupasies are Interested
"Tii, underlying principles are conimendable, and worthy

of our support Is it sot, iiow.vr, only ruasonable te sup-
pose, that if the, above schemes are lnaugurated, and prove
succeuaful, that their scope will be enlarg.d at a later date,
to the detrimnt of the. insurance companies? Is it not, inthe moat lnsidlous form, likely te prove the. Insertion of the.
thils end o! th~e wedge ? Would it sot b, fittlng for us te at
once Iipresa upon the. 11f. and accident companles the.
wlsdom o! their undertaking this n.eessary work-at cost-
Do commission te bue paid agents-as a patriotic duty to re-turned men na tiie prliary motive; and tiie ellmlnatton of
governsiental invasion o! thes. important insurance fields,

fair critenlon by whicii te guide Northi Amerlos,
mercantile and industnial conditions are vastly differej
fur-tier, they forget entirely te mention places wiiu
systein ias proved a failure.

"Our fedenstion ta an organization of agents,essentially defensive, pl.dged te prevent te our utme
passage of legisiation inimnical te the best interesta
Insurance companles, wiilch mnuat loglcally, aise prejud'
affect us. It ln, therefore, doubly neceasary for us now
our business is llkely te be continulously and unfairly j
ed, to b. ready te stxîke well home for the. recognitlj
preservation of our rigiits, also te deal imrnediatel
effectuslly, witii any emergency thst may aria.

"The ensuing year is Iikely to, bc a critical epoch
surant,. history, and we mnust, therefore, b. alive
issues. Insurance men do not ask for preferential
ment, but tiiy are entitled te sec tiiat theïr business
made a football of between politicai parties, .aeii a
te curry favor with tiiose o! the. more aggresalve
soclalistie type.

"Tiireatened as we are, by perils froin wltiiin and
out, I tiier.fore specially appeal for your support (
vital defensive work of our Fedieration, te the, limiteo
capactty; bucause, w, may bc called upon at any ir
te set as a unit, to insut upon the, withdrawat of p
legislation frssxed-not becaus. it 'was eltiier neess
fair-but merely -tiat somneone siiould gain politiesî
by its introduction."
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