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The New Drill Book.

The new plrill book has been issned in
England. As none of the books have boen
veceived here, ithe following abstract of an
article in the Broad Arrow should be in-

teresting to Capadian militiamen.

In the history of infantiy drili—to in-
dulge in o brief retrospeet—their have been
now and again conspicuous landwmarks. In
1839 ‘there apprared the first really com-
plete drill book.

work of Colonel

It was mainly the hand-
Lysons, now Couslable
of the Tower. It is worth recording that
in 2 manual for voluanteers compiled by
authority by Colonel Iyxyons at the start
of what was then termed the volunteers
movement, the ranks—as now, at Inst—
al two paces distances to avoid the neces-
sity of the rear ranks stepping back in
forming fours, a simplification promptly
voted infra dig, and which it has taken

over thirty ycars to carry.

A wost welcome revival sinee the pro-
visional hook of 1892 is that of the old
compact yuarter-column  wheel which—be
it mathematicatly correct, be it pretty to
look upon or not, always came and al-
ways will come right.  Six paces will b
the distance between companics in quar-
ter-colun. and captains ave to be placed
outside the dirceting flank. A captain’s
normal position isx in front of his company
The battalion commander will be in rear

of his battalion when in line.

Among the more valuable amendationy
are the new system of changing front only
on & ftank company forward and the abol-
ition as ordinary drill movements of chang-
ing front and position in line. Rear for-
mations are thus done away with. This
may be comsidered to be drawing rather
o bhard and fast line, but after all it is
only amotacr step towards the sood of
cfficiency. Objections, we may he suie,
were hiot wanted wivn it was proposed
to abolish' that triumph of perverted in-

wenuity, “a lipe changing frout to the

rear on the eentre.”

Turning to the attack formations it is
a position reliel 1o find the foot at last
put down—a fixed form of attuck is for-

—bidden.

The stiffen-d arm is reserved exclusively
for the saluting allimment, and  the in-
sertion of a light toueh in this conncetion
only way pass.

The Voluateer Serviee Gazette has  the
following to say about the new drill hook:
We have just received a copy of the long
expected ‘““Infantry Drill, 1893,” which

suspends the “ (Provisional) Infantry Drill,

1892." It is impossible for -us to ex-
amine the new book in detafl this week,
but we may just indicate points of dif-

ference, so far as “drill” is concerned, be-

tween the system of 1892 and that of

1893.

the former remain, we are glad to say,

The most importu_mt features yf

unaltered—e. g., ‘the permanent sections
or sub-sections (no longer called * fire-
units”) are maintained, and they are still
not to be interfered with by * sizingf’
or ‘“equalizing” compenics, except for
purposes ol ‘‘cremonial.” But the some:
what fncounvenient intervals of 1892 be-
tween sections or sub-svctions of a com-
peny, or Letween the companies of a bat-
talion i line, are given up. Only when a
company falls in for ihspection by its own
captaim it will be formed into columns
of hall companies, with an interval of two
paces between the scctiotis dr Bub-sections
The *‘exteidsion movements ” are revived,
and the sixth practice of ¢ physical drill”
abolished. Olficers will draw swords on
parade as formerly, whether the men have

fixed or unf'xcd bayoncts. The expression

“company column,” is abandouned; and the

ol “columa of companies” substitued for
it. The morme! post of commanding of-
ficer of o battalion will ordinarily, be in
rear, not in front, as in 1892. The old
system of wheeling in gquarter column is
substituted lor the somewhat unsatisfac-
tory process for obtaining the same result

‘ntroduced last year.

But the momeant we get to “* cremoninl”
all principles ure thrown to the winds.
Thus. il there is to be a march-past (amd
there a warch-past ) the
companies ure to be equalised and sized,

and the men are to tak. up the “ touch.”

when is not

That is to say, that when a company is
to show pood marching the men who have
been accustomed: to march together are
to be scparated, and, morcover, are, as
in days gone by, to depend upon touch
just when they ought to show that each
man can aarch straight to his front with-
out adventitious nids. It is true, bowever,
that it has of late years pleased the pow-
ers that be to deerce that the Infantry
soldier in marching past ghall, when on
the saluting base, turn his head and eyes
towards the inspeeting officer in the idiot-
ic fashion practised in Germany. It is,
therefore, perhaps ax well that cech man
should be permitted to lean upon hie com-
rade, a8 it would be difficult for him to
marca straight to the front while his
head was on one side. In marching past,
men are to keep  their disengaged arms
steady by their sides jnstead of swinging
them, and captains are to take the place

of their directing guides when warching

past in quarter column.

Prizes for Rifie Competition:

The Military Gaszette is and always lias
been suppo. ted printipally by shooting men
whosc orgn it has always been, and whose
interest it is always rcady and cager to
champioa. Wishing to do s‘omethi'n‘g on
its owd account to help the, riflemen, thé
hew owners of this paper have decided to
offer a handsome prize for competition to
any regiment or Company in Canada. In
doing this they are not trying to pose
as philaatropists ; they have a selfish ob-
ject, as well as the promition of rifle
shooting in.view. This object is to in:
creasc the uscfulness of the paper and
colarge its ficld, by increasing its cireu-
lation. The more subseribe:s we have the
better our paper will bei

The conditions then on which we will
present thes: prizes are: 1st. Eight names
are to be sent us, of members of your regi-
ment, who are not at present subscribers
to our paper, and who want to receive
it.  Zndly.

of the eight subseriptions for one year

Sixteen dollars, the amount

must accompany the names and  these

will receive the Gazette for one year.

The prize will then be forwawnded all
charges prepaid to .ml;\" likllli?éﬁﬁ'éMI?,
to be competed for by the Regiment thus
gqunlified, ali conditions of shooting, ete.,
to be settled by the Committee of its rifle
assUciation, and the result and full details
ot the mateh to be forwarded for publica.

tion to this pap.r

You will be astonished to find how many
of your officers and shooting men, men who
woull be much interested by our paper
and  to whom it would be of much pras-
tica® use. do mot subscribe tor it. The fol-
lowmz is w list of the prizes from which

You may muke a selection:

The Roll Call, by Mrs. Batler, 8:z¢ of frame
30 by 42 inches; Quatre Bras, by Mis. Dut-
ler, size of frame 30 by 42 inches; Bulu-
clava, by Mrs. Butler, size of frame 30 by
42 inches; Pour La Datrie, by I. Royer,
size of frame 27 by 36 inches; or the pair;
Trompette de Dragons Detaille,  size of
frame 22 by 28 jnches ; Chasscur o Chevul
de Neuville, size of frame 22 by 28 jaches.
This pair are beautifully colored cngrav-
mgs, while the other pictures ave in black
and white, and all ace the work of Messrs.
Boussod, Valadon & Cic., Paris, successors

to the world renowned house of Goupil.

For a Mess Room or Armory no picture

conltd be more suitable. Do youn uot think

tnat your oflicers and men wounld be zlud
to get for your regimental matenes, n prize
worth fully §12.00 at practieally no cost
to themselves ?



