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Queries and Replies.

RELATIVE SENIORITY OF PERMANENT CORPS N.C.O.

Q. A dispute has arisen concerning the relative seniority of the n.c. officers of the
I. S. Corps. Will you therefore kindly oblige me by stating whether or not the
s:rgeant instructors are senior to the colour-sergeants. A MILITIAMAN,
Fredericton, N. B., 10th February, 1888. .

A. The sergeant instructors in the Infantry School Corps are staff-sergeants, and
as such are senior to our so-called colour-sergeants, who rank only as company
" sergeants. In the Imperial service, however, the colour-sergeants are senior to all ser-
geant instructors not warrant officers, :

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS.

Q. (1) What right has the commandin[‘;( officer of a district to refuse promotion to
a man who served faithfully in the ranks for years, and was recommended by his
captain, and unanimously chosen by his company as its Ist lieutenant, while a man
who had obtained his discharge from a different corps was appointed, the company
knowing nothing of it till notice of appointinent appeared in the papers ?

(2) Do you think there was any justice shewn the first ? o

(3) If there is no chance of rising above a certain rank, say that of:sergeant, what
is there to stimulate a large number of the militia to study drill, or to serve at all in
the ranks ? VOLUNTEER

A. (1) The officer commanding a district may refuse to recommend the appoint-
ment of any person, but he is not supposed to exercise his right in an arbitrary man-
ner. On the other hand, noone may rightfully be appointed lieutenant in a company
unless he is recommended by the captain—that is, in thecase of a rural or independent
company. In a city corps the oficer commanding has to recommend all applicants
belore they can be appointed. L

(2) The captain of the company practically had it in his power to see that justice
was done to the first, who certainly should have been preferred if he were fitted for
the position. T , L

(3) A difficult question to answer, if the volupteers ambition is that he should
rise to the top. ‘‘Virtue is its own reward,” will pethaps have too often to be his
consolation.

Advice to Commanding Officers.

‘“So Manage as Never to Have the Laugh Against You.”

N illustrating this maxim Col. Rolt releates the following anecdote :
I “ When stationed at Athlone in the year 1823, I one day on parade
desired the captain of one of the companies to call to the front four men
whose hair I had remarked upon the day before. 1 observed a sort of
titter throughout the companies, which broke into a decided laugh when,
on being directed to take off their caps, the four fellows presented four
bare skulls. Thinking to have the laugh against me, they had cut their
hair almost as close as if their heads had been shaved. The atiempt to
turn an order into ridicule is almost enough to try a commanding
officer’s amiability, but with a little effort I kept myself cool, for it occurred
to me that if I got angry I should have the laugh against me, so instead
of showing that I was annoyed I joined in the laugh, which then became
loud and general. After a little T said: “Well, I am sure you are four
good humoured fellows to have afforded us all so much amusement; but
although I am very glad in this way to have a laugh among ourselves, yet
I should not like strangers to laugh at us.” I then asked the captain
how long he thought it would take before the men’s hair would grow
sufficiently for them to appear in public. He replied, six weeks, I
then said to the men, “I should be quiet distressed if your sweethearts

were to see you in so unbecoming a plight, and, therefore, T am forced -

to order you to be confined to barracks for six weeks.” The four fellows
looked very silly, and I do not think tliat they ever again tried to turn
any order of mine into ridicule.

If T was a Captin or a Curnel ether, I wude rather be a Drum Major, and have
a fur hat like a barl, and a long skepter with a gole nub on the end for to wack the
enemies with and to kanock their General down and take all his candy away, and his
marbles and his top and everything.—/ohnny’s composition in the San Francisco
Examiner.
A PRINTER REPORTER.

One day during the encampment the managing editor of the Houston (Tex.) lost
found he was short a man to report part of the proceedings on the grounds. Spying
the foreman of the composing room, he requested him to take notes of a company
drill, and this is the way he did it :

*“Promptly at ten o'clock the .company marched upon the ground and was
received by a burst of applause. Immediately the father of the chapel called time,
and the foreman of the company began to call off by slugs. When he called out Slug
I, they unfixed bayonets, and kept on through the manual by numbers. The com.
pany was made up of numerous wrong fonts, there being a pica man alongside of a
minion one, and a brevier boy alongside of a nonpareil one. In company front the
line was very unevealy justified, there being a three-em space between some numbers,
while between others there was a three.em quad. In platooh movements
the fellow who acted as right hyphen slipped below the line, and all three proof
readers commenced to mark errors.  In wheeling left in circle one handful got badly
squabbied, and when they went to tall off a phalanx of four to send to the centre the
whole form got pied and the proof-readers and copy-holders again got their work in.
In marching in columns of fours another bad company error was.made. Somne
thought they had got a price-and-a-half table off tR: gle, while others evidently
thought they had struck four columns of figures and words, and put in a period when
they should only have used a comma, in making time around drill ground. When
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the assistant foreman was ordered to make up a four-page form, he made a serious
error, having only a pica between two pages, while between others there was four-line
pica. In marching in double rank the first three lines were solid, while the remainder
were leaded and double-leaded, which is not in accordance with tactics. The fore-
an, assistant foreman, proof.readers and copy-holder all had column rules, which
some of them brandished finely. After the United States proof-readers were through

- marking errors the company passed out amid a storm of applause. Time, 27 minutes,
“

1 1-64 seconds.”
And he drank nothing but beer, either,

SENATOR EVARTS’ HUMOUR,

Hon., William M. Evarts, writes Eli Perkins, is the only man except Chauncey
Depew who can be witty and not lose his dignity. Mr. Evarts sat at our table at
the States yesterday. "

Speaking of Mr. Evarts’ farm up at Windsor, I told hiny I understood that he
raised a large quantity of pigs for the express purpose of sending barrels of pig pork to
his friends. L

“Yes, I am guilty of that,” said Mr. Evarts. “I've been sending Bancrofl pig
pork for years, and il his ‘History of America’ is successful it will be largely due to
my pen. .

l)Evams says that when the Baptists came to Rhode Island they praised God and
fell on their knees. Then they fell on the aborigi—aees.

When I asked the Ex-Secretary about the early settlement of Rhode Island he
said :— ' . -
““ Yes, the Dutch settled Rhode Island and then the.Yankees settled the Dutch.”

. —Eli Perkins' Syndicate Letter, ‘

LYMAN’S FLUID COFFEE,

A HOME LUXURY FOR CAMPING OUT.

*

-CoFFEE of the FINEST FLAVOR can be made in a Mo-
MENT, ANYWHERE, in ANY QUANTITY. As good with con-
densed milk as fresh, or as *“Café Noir.” ‘

FULL DIRECTIONS WITH EACH BOTTLiE

FIELD MARTINI-HENRY RIFLES.

Governinent Viewed., Barrels are made of our Special non-fouling Steel, - **

GREATEST ACCURACY IN SHOOTING GUARANTEED.
SetecTED Quality .....ovviviiiiiiiiiiiiniinil, £s 15 — Nett Cash at Works.
Seconp Quality.......... . it ieiaaes e 4 1§ = v ¢
ExrorT %uality, not Government viewed. . 2 10 — ¢ “

Packing Box and Bag, 2. 6d. each, extra. .
Selected Quality Field Martini-Henry Barrels, Government Viewed, fitzed for {2 17 6.

The following are a few Scores by Pte. M. Gilbert, of the Honorable Artillery Company, London,
* made with our Rifle at 200, 500 and 600 yards:

April 18th, 1887. ... 32 35 3o—total 97 Sept, 16th, 1887.......... ‘3t 33 3s—total g9
April z6th: 1887.......... 3t 32 34— 97 Oct. xgth,'tas7 ........... 34 32 30— " ¢b

Sergt. Bates, 1st Warick, at Newcastle All Comers’ Meeting, scored 100 with our Rifle,
We have great numbers of Testimonials showing equally good results obtained with our Rifle.

FIELD RIFLE COMPANY,

WILLIAM FIELD, MANAGER, ‘
Inventor of the Field Match, Military and Sporting Rifle, also inventor of the Field Ham-
merless Rifle for Rook, Deer, Seal, &c., Shooting; &c.,

MANUFACTURERS OF EVERY DESRCRIPTION OF MILITARY AND SPORTING

FIRE ARM
KING ALFRED'S PLACE, -

“BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND.

Ilustrated Catalogue of Military and Sporting Guns on application.

The Scientific Blimerican,
The Most Popular Scientific Paper in the World.

ESTABLISHED 1845,

$1.50 FOR SIX MONTHS.

This unrivalled periodical, which has been published by Munn & Co. for more than forty years,
coutinues to maintain its high reputation for excellence, and enjoys the largest circulation ever attained
by any scientific publication. Every number contains sixteen large pages, beautifully printed, ele-
gantly illustrated; it presents in popular style a descriptive record of the most novel, interesting and
lmﬁmant advances in Science, Arts and Manufactures, It shows the progress of the World in respect
to New Discoveries and improvements, embracing Machinery, Mechanical Works, Engineering i all
branches, Chemistry, Metallurgy, El ctricity, Light, Heat, Architecture, Domestic Economy, Agri-
culture, Natural History, ete.

The Scientific American should havea place in every Dwelling, Shop, Office, School or Library.
Workmen, Foremen, Engineers, Superintendents, Directors, Presidents, O cials, Merchants, Farmers,
Teachers, Lawyers, Physicians, Clergymen—People in every walk and profession in life, will derive
satisfaction and benefit from a regular reading of 1'HE SCIENTIPIC AMERICAN, .

TRY 1T.—It will bring you valuable ideas; subscribe for your sons—-it will make them manly and
self-reliant; subscribe for your workmen~it will please and assist their labor; subscribe for your friends
—ijt will be likely to iive them a practical lift in life. Terms, $3.00 2 year; $1.80 six months. Remit
by Postal Order or Check.

MUNN & CO., Publishers, 361 Broadway, N. Y.

-

PATHINTS.

Any person who has made an invention, and desires to know whether it is probably new anl
ratema le, can obtain advice concerning the same, free of charge, by writing to Munn & Co., pub-
ishers of The Scientific American, 361 Broadway, New York. For the past forty-three {?rs,
Messrs. Munn & Co. have carried on as a branch of their business, the oblaining of patents, any
of the most reliable inventions have been patented through their agency. The specifications and draw-
ings for more than one hundred thousand applications for patents have been made through thisoffice.
Patents obtained in Canada and all other countries. Hand-book about patents sent free.

Address, MUNN & CO., 361 Broadway, N. Y.



