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at once accepted as an axiorn i that such were devil-possessed,
and to-day, Anno Dornini i900, several acquaintances of mine,
including clerical ais w~e1l as lay persons, dingy to this idea. The
resuit wvas cruelties inflicted upoIî the insane, a mere recital of
w'hichi would make the very blood run cold. Tiiese barbarities
were intlicted to a greater or less extent until the beginning of last
century. This dernoniacal delusion, wvhichi meant that a l)ersonal
<levil hiad, by occupancy, possession of the individual iii body as
wvell as soul, wvas moclified by flic idea that mental dethronement
was sirnply ««a perversion of the soul, in fact, equtivalenit to sin."

'flic mind wvas the immediate seat of the disorcler, and could be
clearly traced to its origin sin, error, passion."-(L-leùzroll.)

Dr. Burrow. in lus standard %vork, and modern at that, says
M-adness is one of the curses imposcd by the ivrath of the

Almighty on 1-is people for their sins." This erroneous idea %vas
universal, and stili prevails, flot rnerely ar-nong the ignorant, but
also %vliere the scliool-rnaster is abroad. It is a vicious doctrine
whilih lolds that ail sinners wvlo become insane are so because of
sin as a cause. This cloes not mean sirnply violaters of pliysicàl
law, but also those who are morally bad. To become insane
means wickcdness. Tue good, the gentie, tlic noble in cluaracter,
and those of wv1om tue wvorld is not wvorthy, have become insane
by the tens of thîousands, whlile -Many a vile wvretcî lias escaped
'tlis dire infliction. MVany of our citizens have liad mental aberra-
tion because of lîereditary tendencios in %vliich thîey cou Id have no
part or lot> because of tlîat inScrLltable lawv of t-anis-nisý-,ioi-iot
of cisease,' but of liability tlîereto-if ail the conditions necessary
to evoke the latent iveakness are present. A sunistroke, a fever,
maternity, a blow on tlîe lîead, %vorry, great afflictions, mental
anguish, over exertion, heredity, are among the many causes of
insanity ; but tlîey corne upon saint and sinner without discrimina-
tion as to moi-al guilt or wvortli, and %vithout mercy.
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i1f,ý President and Geiit/eile,-Before entering upon the dis-
cussion of this subject I desire to express to you my deep
appreciation of the round of applause wvhich you s0 heartiiy gave
yesterday on the reading of a telegramn from rny distinguislied
colleague, Prof. C. N. Johnson, wvho wvas forrnerly one of your
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