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Mr. M'ee deliveredl as lecture on Uatolic
Chanty," before a very large audience. le
commenced by stating that ie had premised
his friend, the Rev. :Mr. O'Farrell, to deliver
thislecture before leavrig for Quebec, as a con-
tribution towards the repairs and improvement of
St. Anne's Church ; and that lie was exceedingly
happy to have it in his power so to ob!ige las
revereud and icarned friend, and tise congrega-
tion of SI. Anne's, (Applause). le ihen pro-
oeeded to observe ihat althoughi hitory, t sthe
ordinary sense, as asere record of« ambition, --
as a chronicle of battles, conspiracis and vicissi-
tudes, was a disheartening study,-tlhat yet there
was to be found interioven vith the great draina
of publie action, so many scenes of a very dier-
ont nature, so imany beautiful and psatriotir pass-
ages, that ail realiy good histories, lilled as they
are wiîh digressiuns as lo the reli.ion and social
life of passed generations, afford ample com len-
sation o lie tediun and wveariness of war a'd
intrigue. Of these passages ie ha endeavored
to cul) a few of tie principal whiclh exhlibîted
our regeneirated iunan nature in some of its nu-
blest aspects, under iie general liae of "leroic
Chaity." L.ougl benevolence was a principle
of duty iseolcated b3' alsnost all Asiatic relgicnss,
charity, as ve undslerssoad Ithe word, was a!most
exclusively a Christian idea. Among tise first
Christilans there was a common fund for tihe re-
ief of tiseir poorer brethren ; and the ciarity of
Cristianîy .mate ita seif, at a rery early period,
conspicuous l thie altered relation of nsaster and
slave tbrouîghsout sthe Roman world. Wiilhout
dwelling on tie doctrinal basis of Christian char-
ity, as containtied in the sermon% on the iount
and olher portions of the sacred Scriptures, lie
(Mr. M'ee) would trace historically, in a rapid
manner, some of the inost mnenorable phases in
whiclh the work of this good angel-the guardian
angel of Christian society--had been exhibitel
within tIse range of 1be Christian era. The rase
of lthe Malhonedan power, and ils enscroachmeuts
on Europe, had called forth the charit> of Ilie
Crusades. No doubt, there was- mingled wilt
that uniiversai imovenmeut of Ithe Chiastian poptula-
tions-nuch that iwas tenporary, trivial, inter-
ested, and even somsethimig that was base and
vicious; but the preponderating spirit vas that
of chariy. It was nol simply an armsed upriing
against a hostile creed or systein, il was a gener-

Oss attempt to protect the pilgrin on bis way-
the peaceful traveller in a far country-to suc-
cor the weaker and poorer brelsren who halad gne
out from Christendon into the land of tht unbe-
liever. This was the heroic s irit of brother-
hood which fired tIse soul of St. Bernsard, when
from bis wooden platforn on theb bil of Vezelay,
he launchted the crusade of 1148. Of the mul-
titudes who heard bis voice, not nearly ail coisdd
obtain the crosses prepared as the badge of en-
hstment, and the unighty preacher tore into sbreds
bis ownouter robe, ti order that no ma Mght.
be without an emblemn of the cause be had
espoused, (Applause). Contemporaneously ivith
the herote charity of the Crsusades grew lie do-
mâestic chaRNy of chivalry. Domestie slavery,
once universal in Christendon, afforded another
threanfe for the exercise of beroic charity.-
3enedict, f Antane, accepted the land i whics
he built lis convent, but maanumitted bis serfs ;
while Aidan, of Northumibria, made it a condition
of the reception of converts mal the chgrch, that
they should lberate the captives in their hands,
whbo bad Lee reduced from lhberty ta slaver.-
The Synod of Armaghi, infreland, beld in 1172,
after lhe Norman invasion, belsering the scourge
of invasion t have fallen on ihem in consequence
of Iheir lsaleing slaves, diecreed a general eman;-

Cipattn of the captives in tie land.In those
days prisaoners of war were usually reduced to
.lavery, for the sygiem of ransom and exchange
had not yet been established, and no olher voice
but tiait of religion dared to plead the capive's
cause. The rise of the naritirme Mahometau
powers, on tlie Mediterraneans, (usually callel the
Barbary States) opened anraer book an tie
great epic of hseroic charity. Two names wil
be for ever uemorable in this work -Peter
Nolasco anad John of Matin, both Frenchme-n,
both nobly barn, blls inhertors as large estates,
both founders of orders for the redempîon of
captives. The former estabished bis headquar-
ters ai Barcelona, under the patronage of the
King of Arragon, about the year 1223, and sent
out thence his Ransoiners to Grenada on the one
band, and Algiers on the other. The latter
established lis order in Valois and Flanders, on-
der tIse patronage of Piilip Augustus - made
frequeet voyages ta ranson captures, ta the
Moot-iis parts cif Spain and ta Morocco. We
hear ai hîin on ane occasion, re.urna:g with 186,
and i n another *,lh 120 ransoued Christians
frni Tunis, for whom lie paid not onsly by the
alms he bad carr:ed out, but by his blood shed
under the scourge of the safidel. Another, and1
not the least glorions, volume in- the anrals of1
Christian chariy was lthe charily of hospitals and
prisons. A stateient published a few years aga,1
placed the whole aumber of European hospitals1
at 3,30' ; of whicb England Lad 500, Gernany i
600, lialy 450, aid France 900. These char&-i
lies wrere for the naost part, àttended gratetions-9
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