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THE CHURCHOF ENGLAND IN CANADA

In the Guarpiax of March 2nd, we gave some
figures as to the membership and number of com-
municaunts in the Church of England in the Ec
clesiastical Province of Canada, compiled from
the Year Book of the Church of England. Since
preparing the same we Tave reccived with mueh
pleasure a copy of “the Year Book and Clergy
list of the Church of Ergland in the Dominion
of Canada” for 18gz, issued by Joseph P.
Clougher, publisher, of Toronto, which marks a
new departure. The book is got up in a style
somewhat similar to the Living Church Quarter-
ly, and contains a considerable amount of infor-
mation. Itis embellished witha portrait of I'he
Most Rev. The Metropalitan of Canada, and cuts
of Christ Church Cathedral, Fredericton. Christ
Church Cathedral Montreal, and St. George’s
and Trinity Churches in the same city, It also
purports to give a complete list of the Canadian
Clergy, and an epitome of the history of the va-
rious Dioceses, for which, however, too much
reliance would seem to has been placed upon
the Year book ofthe S. I’. C. K,

Comparing the figures as given hy us, and
ahove referred 1o, with those in this Year Doak,
just to hand, we find that the result s as fol-
lows '—

Memlers Comunicants

Nova Scotia, including PI2I. 70,192 11,630
I'rederecton 6,768 i,790
Quebec As given
Montreal As given
Ontario Not given
Torunto Not given
Ningare 20,5147 7,100
Huron 59,414 13,100

There is a striking difference in the figures as to
this latter diocese, inregard to which explanation
might be given.

In the Province of Ruperts Land the Statis-
tics of the actual number, or cstimated number,
are wanting, except in the dioceses of Moasonee
and Qu’Appelle, in the former of which 4,000
Church members are teported, with a Commu-
nicant list of 700 ; and in the latter 5,732, with a
Communicant list of 1,174 “T'hestatistics from
the dioceses on the Pacific Coast are also
mentably insufficient: only in that of Columbia
is the number of Communicants given, namely

a-

I)Q(J.
- Ry A~ A~ =

REVERENCE.

There are certain good Christian dispositions
which some people seem to look upon as dis-
pensable virtues—very good things to have, hut
not absolutely necessary to the Christian char-
acer. In the estimation of many people rever-
ence is one of those virtues which can be dis-
pensed with. When we are told of some very
irreverent language used by one who should
know better, people are api ta excuse him by
saying that he is a very good man, hut he has
no reverence. We do not wish to draw the line
too sharply, but feel inclined to ask, Can there
he a good man, in the higher Christian sense,
N It seems to us that it ts

who has no reverence ?
very questionable.  How can a man apprehend
the character of God—how can he know Him
and Jesus Christ whom He has sent—without
reverence® He may be betrayed into yrreverence
by forgetfulness, but not realizing what he is
saying ; but surely if he knows God there must

be times in his life when he is filled with awe
and reverence, It is human nature to be reve-
rent towards what we respert. Earthly grandeur
and dignity inspire respect, so must, of necessity,
the knowledge of God; and this feeling must be
deepencd Ly the consciousness of our own sin,
and the distance it places between us and Him.
We cannnt, therefore, believe in the excusable-
ness of irreverence, or treat reverence as a dis-
pensable virtue.

We have met very few people who had not
reverence for something. Great physical prowess
inspires the admiration and reverence of some
men who would be incapable of respecting in-
tellectual strength: while with others talent
covers 2 multitude of sins, so that what in their
eves would Dbe a crime in an ordinary human
heing is a trifling fault in a genius. Authors,
jpainters, musicians of genius are revered often
with a reverence not extended to sacred things,
and this in spite of traits of character caleulated
10 inspire contempt.  But does not this want of
of which we complain arise from
igmorance® I they knew the character of God
and His glorious attribuwtes would they not re-
verence Him and everything connected with
Him tno 2

True reverence must bie spontancous and nat
The reverence that is merely artifictal
To bow the head

reverence

artificial.
does not deserve thar name,
when the heart does nat bow, 15 no more reve-
renee than a lifeless fonn of prayer is devotion ;
but to the true reverence of the heart the bowing
of the head and the attitude of devotion arc often
the natural expression of the inward emotion,
and are the fruit of holy joy that words fail to
express. This indeed is true worship.

Need we say that reverence is peculiarly ap-
propriate, is indeed indispencable, to the worship
of God in the sanctuary. If it is missed any-
where it is here. We adimit that there is a great
change in this matter within the last forty years,
but there is still room for improvement.  Who
that has reverence in his heart can help being
pained at the absence of reverence to be found
in some of our congregations——the lolling aty-
tude, the gaping indifference, and the unhended
knee, too often offend those who come to church
to worship God.  There may be an artificial re-
verence, which is Iike the whited sepulchre, a
miere matter of form and church propriety, and
whirh covers a formal gadtess spirit, but you
certainly cannot have true worship and devotion
assoeinted with irreverence of hehavior and care-
lessness of manner.

But. 15 the irreverence in the House of God
confimed 10 the congrezation ? s it never found
in the prayer-desk ? We wish we could say so. '
Alas ! there is sometimes an irreverence in the
hasty and careless performance of divine service
Ly the dlergy both in Fngland and Ireland,
which, from their exemplary position, becomes .
all the more injurious and more reprehensible. ‘
We do not plead for long drawn out services,
but we must in the interest of the reverent wor-
ship of God deprecate the appearance of haste
in the performarce of acis of public worship.

Tiis haste s sometimes observabie in the read-
ing of the Psalms, where they are read and not
sung. by the clergyman beginning his verses L
{ore the congregation have finished theirs, ob-
viously for the purpase of getting through them
as gnickly as possible.  1f the serviee is 100

long, by all means curtail it, by leaving out a
portion, but let what is retained be performed
with reverence, and not with such indecent
haste.

Anothier occasion in which wehave often been
hurt by irreverence is in the ascription of praise
at the canclusion of the sermon. We have known
in the okl tme elergymen make a practice of
sclecting this moment for the use of their pocket-
handkerchicf, and even if that practice does not
now oblain, there is often sl quite too much of
a perfunctory character in the way the words are
given oul, which the change of position or atti-
tude is sufficient to correct.  ‘The ascription of
praise to God should at all times be offered with
deliberation and solemmity, and if not so done it
had better not be done at all, ‘

Irreverence is sometimes most offensively ap-
parent in the treatment of Seripture. How often
do we find people indulging in jokes about
Scripture that have but Hitle humor, and whosz
sole merit consists in their profanity.  T'a some
people this is quite a sulficient substitute for
wit, and will in itself be provocative ol laughter.

Apropos of this subjeet, o most objectionable
practice has sprung up of late in literature, par-
ticularly in magazine articles and jeaders in
newspapers, of using the language ol Seripture
as a convenient form to express ideas on the
most comuon subjects. It
matter o these writers that the Scripture so
abused may be expressive of the holiest verities
of the Christian faith if’ it serves their purpose,
We are inclined 10 attribute a good deal of this
irreverance to the prevalence of American litera-
ture, Yankee wit heing often largely composed
of profanity.

One of the great evils of joking on Scripture
subjects is that whenever the text which sugges-
ted them is met. the joke inevitah'y starts to the
memory, perhaps to shatter some holy  thought
or divine lesson.  ‘The remembrance of this re-
sult should make us all careful nottorepeat jokes
of this description, and if we have the misfortune
1o hear them, not to extend to others the injury
whiel we have received ourselves, by putting
them into circulation. ‘There are varous passages
of Seripture which o this moment the writer
never hears without jokes starting up, which he

daoes not seem to

Lieartily wishes he had never heard.

We admit it requires welf denial 1o restst the
opportunity of retailing inreverent jokes, which
are sure to creale a laungh, but itis a self-denial
which we should endeavour ta practise, remem-
bering the evil conscrpences which may  follow
the indulgence.  Every sueh joke is a seed of ir-
revercnee, the fruit of which may be open
profanity, and ultimat:ly moral degradation, and
we believe it to be the duty of every Christian
man and woman to discountenance irreverence
as a poisonous inthrence in the Church.  We
may all have transgresed in the natter. but et
us be ready to acknowledge it before our hrethren
and before God.  Let ns never ook upon it as
a trivial offence, or suppose that irreverence can
be innocent, but rather treat it as a sin which,
like all sin, needs confesston and pardon.——/Zrish
Lol Gasette,

—— R
Epitaphin Naddeston Church.
Here lies 1 at the Chancel deor,
Here liva I Leenu-¢ ' pisor,
The further in the more to jmy,
Yet here lies 1 an warm o8 they,
I'rom Hlersry's Lyive thraugh FEngland



