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nothing'of 8 heginning that was made at the
‘Laver of Regereration,” Butas we have ssid,
what an opportanity does the dootrine of the
Churoh set before us a8 we begin to deal with
our Confirmation classes? We have before ns
those who are ‘members of Christ, children of
@God, and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven.’
What the faithful pastor has to do then is to
deepen this impression in the hearts of his
young flock, to appeal to their privileges and
thei* responsibilities And this is what the
Oatechiam at onge enters apon in no hesitating
way by reminding the young ocatechumsens of
whatl was promised and vowed on 1 %eir behalf
at their baprism. They are now to enter on
the folness of tueir Christisn inheritance and
their Christian responeibility, which invalves

a life of renunociation, of faith, and of obeuience
A superficial mind might have obanged this
order, but the first thing presented to the
thought of the young confirmess by the Churoh
in the Catecbism ig the thought of 8 great
personsl adversary, & living spiritual enemy
oalled the devil, with whom they have to wage
s cosseless warfare, The reality of the exis

tence of such a foe is thus vividly broaght
home to the mind, and nex¢ to this enemy are
to be reckoned ‘this wicked world,' into whoae
atmosphore they were plonged from the mo

ment of their birth, and lastly the evil natare
they inberit by their nataral birth, which is
ocalled in Biblo Iangaage ‘the flesh,’ It woald
be 8 dreary 1ask to have to set forth all this
gpirituul daoger and trial as the portion of
those whom we are now instruoting if we had
not-first of all tho privilege and grage of the
Chiistian state to set before them, It is as
‘membe:rs of Christ, children of God, aud in

heritors of the kingdom of heaven’ that they
are oalled to ‘fight the foe' and 'maintain the
strife.” Iunthe same way with regard to ‘all
the Artioles of the Christian fzith,' it can be
pointed out how they have already heard ali
these. They have lisped ther in the Christian
congregation, thoy aave been already so far
brought up in obedience to the faith. And
then there is; thirdly, the great field of Chris-
tian du'y, thevbligations of the Christian life,

E whioch are theirs by victne of their baptism,

and which at their Confirmation they will more
boldly and prblicly enter npon.

Rightly, at the end of this opening portion
doen the Catechism state the keynote of thank.
Suiness, and this is & state of mind whioh the
faithfal pastor will seek to encourage in the
hearis of his young people. There should be
nodespondency, no balf-heartedness, but a holy
boldness snd joyfalness aed hope: ‘I heartily
thank our heuvenly Fathor that He hath called
me to this state of walvation, through Jesns
Christ our Saviour ; and I pray uato God to
give me His grace, taat [ may oontinue in the
game anto my life's end.’ This anawer will
afford s dosirablo opportunity for enlarging on
the need of 'God's nelp,' and the necessity for
fervent prayer. It will also open mp the
opportunity for pro:sing home the blewsedaeas
of self consecration, devi'ion to God, the giving
up of all that ia oppased to His holy wull, and
the happiness of living in Him and for Him,—
Irish Hcclesiastical Gazette.

OHUROH WORK IN ENGLAND FOR
THE POOR.

(Froma 3ermm by the drchdzazon of Loadon,)

It is amszing to fod what extraordinary
ignorance prevails among seoular persons with
regard to whit is being already done by the
Kingdom of Christ in this conntry to improve
the cond.tion of the poor. Hasty jrarnalists,
warm heactel aad impulsive, have been pro-
olaiming of & roosnt work on thia subjeot, that
now is aosomplished what the Caarch has
failed tu uchieve. Yot almost every plan
suggested has long been in opuration in & guiet

and unostentatious mauner through the oare
aud forethought of that great section o ‘he
English people, the backbone of the country,
who for generations have been devoting their
time to beneficence ; and it is with something

of & amile that they discover that (so trne has
their action baen to the prinoiple of our Lord
that we should not let our right hand kww
what our left hand has been doing) a large
olass of the easy going public has never heard
how through the whole of this stirrinz and
moat oritical century they have been stemming
the tide of barbariem, mieery. and therefore of
revolution, Now I should like to give you the
evidenoe of two aouto and impartial minds on
this point, One is that of an eminent statisti-
oian and sooial writer, not, [ believe, 8 member
of the National Ohuroh, who bas lately written
au invalasble treaties on the life of the poor in
Loundon, Ho saye that, throngh all his minute
and universal investigations, the one thing
which struck him was the vast and wholly
unsuspected work of the parishes of the Charch
of Hagland, He thought it 8> admirable, 8o
invaluable, that he wished the a‘tention of the
people sould be notably oalled to the fast, The
other is that of an eminent Nonooaformist
minister, 7ho has now given in his adharence
to the national creed, He declared that at the
time of the acute dietress of some few years
ago, when sums of money were being distribat-
ed by the civio anthorities, the one set of men
who knew the cironmstances of the claimants,
aud their needs or the reverss, were the parish
olergy of the Charch of England,

Wonderful, indeed, i3 he work of the modern
induatrial parish to thrse who know it. Take,
for cxample, the repirt for last year of the
parish of 8t, Mary, Whitochapel, or of Spital-
fields, or of 8. Georgo's-ia the-Rast, or of
Stepney. Itis oaly asample, a very happy
gample, of soores and hundreds of others, north,
south, east, and west, Take from this report a
list of some of the simple homely funds for
whi h the vicar is responsible ; for poor relief,
for curates, and workers, for the soup-kitchen
for invalida’ dioners, for cbildren’s dianers, for
ooffee rooms, for temperance work, for enter
tainments to wean the people from the all
pervading public house, for exoursions to the
ooualry, for siok nurses, for the public garden
for the poor, for the senior scholars’ institute,
for the children’s country holiday fund, for the
Jowish mission, for the working party, for
winter blankets, for the lodging honse mission,
for three speoial missions in different parts of
the parish with all their buildings aad apps
ratus, for the industrial home, for the Band of
Hope, for the parish gazette or intelligencer,
whioh keeps sll these branches of work in
tozoh with one another ; for the workingmen's
mutual assooiation, for the distriot visiting
soojety, for Sunday schools. Study suoh a list
a8 that; inquire what it all means; and then
aak the police authorities whether the charac~
ter of the people is improving. Aud remember
hat thie work is going on with varying degrees
if hapefnlnoss and success in every quarter of

01.a0n,

But, to speak of benevolence outside parish
lines, and of a more general character; let us
take the pioturerque map in the book to which
Lhave been alluding, aad see how the partica~
lar scheme appropriated by almost each of
vhose attractive littie desigas 18 already in fall
operation, In the brief limits of haif an hour
ic is impossible to meation all ; nor do I for a
moment meaa that the work is at all complete
or inoapable of improvement ; bat an oatiine
of it you ought to have, and shall, Of night
shelters for both soxes, besides the admirabie
casusl wards of the poor law, there are seven
on & large soale, and even these are not full, Ia
thesnmmer they are olosed for want of appli-
cants, Of rescue Romes there are five woll
known, besides many: others, Qf homes for

insbriates there are six, Ofhomes for ohildren

there ara.forty. OF preveative Romes for girls
there are thres, Of societies for the reform of
discharged prisoners there are sixitesn, Of

cheap fosd depots there are eleven on a large
and general soale, besides those numerous insti-
tutions which are varoohial; Of sosieties for
emigration and colonization here are at least
eight in vigorous working., As to the pror
mau's bauk, there are penny banka and aselfhelp
olubs all over London. Ag fo femperance. the
Charoy Temperance Saoiety and other assrcia-
tions now have branches in almost every
workingmen's parish, besides special missions
for police courts, oabmoen, and other olasses,
As to visita to theseaside, the delightfal work
of the Children’s Conntry Holiday PFund takes
hundreds of thoussnds of Lomdon boys and
girls for a blessed and fairy-like’ fortnight into
the green fields and by the blue sea, away from
the deadly smoke of the town, And it hi3 this
direot result on tha parents, that, strnok by the
wonderfal change in the ohiidren, they bagin
now on their own acocount to save up and
provide for themselves such country holidays,

0, rich and kind hearted peopla wh> are
longing to do some good with your money,
let me off»r you ona plain, straightforwaed, and
homely counsel ! Sand to yoar hdokseller for
‘The Classified Directory of Matropolitan Chari-
ties for 1890." It will cost you bat ninepenoe,
and it will be to a very large oxtent an answer
to the guestions whioh have lately basa pir-
plexing your minds. Stady in it the derails
ot the associations of whioh [ have baen giving
the very briefest oatline, and supporrt them
with more vigonr and earneatnmess. It is a
marveltlous commentary on the reality of the
kingdom of Carist in our midst, Woanderfal
are the sums which Gd's people are devaiing
to His glory among His poor. Oua forr Bible
sooieties, and thirtesn book and tract sooiasias,
£308,000; on fifty-four ho ms missions, thirtesn
homse aud forsign missions, and twsaty theas
foreign missions, £1,800000; oa thirty-seven
charities for blind, deaf and damb, inourable
aad idiots, £172 000; oa sixiesn geas 'al hoipi.

tals, and sixty six speciel hospitals, £707.000;
on thirty one general dispeusaries, and foriy
saven provident dispoasaries, iastitatioas for

sarrrios! appliances, sonvalescenos, and nursing,
£130,000 ; on 107 peuasionary and other insti-

tutions for the aged, £460 000 ; on eighty two
institutions for genera! relief £¢13,000 ; on niae
food institutions and loan onaarities, £10-000;

on forty five volaatary homas, £.67000;

thirty eight orphanages, £1'74 000 ; thiriy eight
institations for reformation aad pravantinag,

£79,000; sixty six for edaocation, £162.000);

ninetesn for sooial improvemant, £37.000 ;

‘twelve for protectio 1. £37,000. In all the

smoant spent—and wisely and nsefully spent—
on allevisting the sorrows of the poor,is up.
wards of five millions every year !

I shou'd be very wrong if [ did not add the
briefest possible ontline of the eduoatioaal wrck.
of the National Church amouzat the pror, She
atill stands far ahead. Huaving provided for
the education of the upper and middle ola+sas
by her universaties, oolleges, pablic eohools,
and grammar 83hools, aed to some exteat for
the edacation of the poor by her fres and
charity sohools, when, at the beginainz of this
oeatary, all our oonditlons were fundamentally
ohanged by the rapid inorease of the pipalatioa,
she set t0 wock seriously aed energetioaliy to
provide every parish with its owa elemaatary
sohool. Ia 1811 was founded the illustrious
National Sosiety. Sinoce that date the Charch
has speat on the ednoution of the poor ap wards
of thirty millions of money, fifteen miliions
before the fidnoation Aot of 1470, and more
than fifteen millivns sinoe, Sne has acoomo-
dation in her schools tor aboat two mitlion
five hondred thousand ohildren, while the
Sohool Baards, with all the machinery of State
organisation, have only acormodasion for one
million six hundred thoasand. ILa your own
Church achools-you have on yore rogisters two




