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[The name of Correspondent mnatin ail cases be enclosed
with letter, but will not be published unlesa desired. The
Editor wll not hold himself responsible, howeverfor any
opinions expressed by Correspondents].

A SUGGESTION TO THE PROVINCIAL
SYNOD.

To the Editor of the Church Guardian:
Sia,-Thore is no Churchman, b he clergy-

man or layman, who does net grieve over the
most unhappy controversies over arising about
ritual and church decoration. There is hard-
ly a parish, however ramote, where these things
aie net discussed, and in most parishes there is
some one whose special work it is te at as
censer of the p aises of his own parish church
and who will condemn those practices cither as
" Romish" on the one band, or " unchurchly"
on the other. These persons are for ever rais-
ing the discussion and sides are at once formed.
The small spark is fanned into a flamo and
burns up all true godliness in the parish, the
spiritual life of the people is endangered, tho
Master's work is stopped and the Church is dis-
credited in the eyes of her own children and of
those ontside ber pale Some even of her sons
and daughters go te some of the various Chris-
tian bodies, others become cold and indiffer-
ent. Now theso ave facit which we can all
verify frein our own experience and deeply
deploro as ruinous te the Church. Controversy
is never conducive te spirituality ; when it is
about some great essential truth of revelation,
it is to be regretted, but it is necessary and be-
cornes, wheu happily ended, beneficial to the
true interests of our Master's Kingdom. But
when the bitter storms of controversy rage
upon the attitude of the worshipper, the color
of a stole, the use of a se mbol or an emblem,
then it is useless and gradually destroys the
spirituality of the controversialists.

We have suffered mach in Canada froin such
controversies, and are roaping tc-day what was
sown in past years, ouly unfortunately we are
sowing the same seed still.

Each side claims te be right, to have prece-
dent and usage on its sida. Mach truth, no
doubt, can be advanced by bot.h parties. Ex-
traîne thin.gs are said and done by all. But we
seem as fer from the settlement as ever. Our
Ornament's rubric is professedly ambignousand
we need somo authoritative interpretation cf
ils meaning. To rest on the courts in England,
aven for those who believe in thoir jurisdiction
in this matter, is to rest upon a broken reed.
They have only embittered the controversy.
As long as we look te England for our peace-
ful settlement, wo shalh be left in warfare.
There may be no other courso for them but
that of the courts. It is te be regretted. But
why should we in the Canadian church be fight-
ing over these matters and continuing tu look
te English courts for arm ending of the dispute,
when a remedy is at our very band? We are
an independent church with our own Metro.
politian, and I eau see no reason why our Pro-
vincial Synod should net pass a Canon upon
this subject and se let us have an authoritative
judgment as te what we allow in the matters of
ornaments and ritual.

Opinions will ever differ as te the true in-
terpretation of various rubries. As the Cana-
dian Church we bave authority te make our
own laws, te regulate our own ritual, te direct
our own ornamentation. Why net use such
power? We can say '"opinions differ upon cor-
"tain interpretations and, while expressing no
"opinion upon either aide of the controversy,
"we direct that sncb and such he allowed, and
"such and such disallowed." We will by such
a course do nothing te estrange our brothers in
England from us. We could go far from them
in practice and yet be in the closest commun-
ion with thnm. One thing seoes certain and
it is this-we shal never gain appreoiably in
numbers in Canada, so long as these unfortu-

nate divisions exiat amongst us. The course I
have suggested means a close fight now, but
botter have it out at once, than let the contro-
versy prolong its prosent destructive life. It
means more than this. It means a sacrifice of
personal taste for the general good. For any
Canon to ho effectual must be broad and com-
prehensive, and net drawr up on any close
party linos. I am sure no one would object to
give up any Emall matter of ritual whon it
-would be for the good of the Church. No eue
considers such esËential to the worship of God,
or the administration of His Sacraments. 1 do
net mean that any attempt should b made te
onforce uniformity This would be neither
possible ner advisable. But define what is legal
and loave the individual free within broad
limits. Then whon any question arises, we can
refer te the Canon of the Provincial Synod and
be put right without opening up the endless
controversy of the Ornaments Rab•io and the
legal deoisions of the courts in England there-
on.

The Synod has made a beginning in this dir-
ection by a resolution. But we have seon that
it is not possible to enforce a resolution. A
Canon cean b enforced. I express no opinion
upon that resolution. I desire that this sug-
gestion should lose no force it might perhaps
otherwise have by rousing any party feeling.
I have my own judgment as to the limits of
such a Canon and should be glad when desir-
able to express it.

Yours truly
J. C. FARTrnG

Rector of Woodstook, Ont.

FESTIVAL OF THE TRANSFIGURATION.

Si,-I send you a form of service for the
Festival of the Transfiguration, August 6th ; if
yon think it worthy of a place in your paper.
IL bas been compiled from various sources; and
part being my own. That the Church will
som e day order its observaneo, I sincerely pray.

Yours truly,
TaBoa.

Festival of the Transfiguration, 6th August.
Proper Psalms: Morning, 21, 41, 93; Even-

ing, 84, 99, 133.
Proper Lossons: Exodue xxxiv. Chapter te

verse 29 ; 2 Corin. iii. chapter; 1 Kings xix., 4
to 14; Matthew xvii., te verso 14,

Epistle: 2 Peter i. chap., 13 te 19; Gospol:
Luke ix, 28 te 37.

Hymne : 460, 461, A. & M.
Collect: O God Our Heavenly Father who

didst reveal on the Holy Mount the Glorious
Mystery of thine only begotten Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, to three of his chosen Apostles be-
ing there wonderfully transfigured baiera themr,
Mercifully grant that when we are delivered
from. the disquietude and cares of this life, we
may rest in Him, and finally be permitted te
behold Thy Blessed Son in His beauty, where
with Thea O Father and Theo O Holy Ghost
Ho liveth and reigneth ever one God, world
without end. Amen.

JULY MAGAZINES RECEIVED.
The English Illustrated.-Macmillan & Co.,

New York; $1.75 per annum,-coritains te
23rd and 24th chapters of F. Marion Crawford's
serial " Saut Ilario " ; Recollections of Suakim
(fully illustrated) by Walter Truscott; " Who
liveth se merry," froin Deuteromelia 1609, also
illustrated; St. Andrew's Marine Laboratory,
by Ed. Ernest Prince; " Jenny Harlove," by
W. Clark Russell; and chapters 7-9 of Arthur
Patterson's, " The Botter Man."

The Atlantic fonthly.-Houghton, Miflin &
Co., Boston, $4 per annum,-" devoted te Liter-
ature, science, art and politics," well maintains
its character, and fulfils the purposes referred
to in its title. In this number, amongst many

other excellent articles, besides the usual quan-
tity of light reading, " The Problem of disoi-
pline in Righer Eluoation ie discuseed by N. S.
Shaler; The Power of tho Speaker of the House
of Representatives of the U.S. is examined by
Henry Loomis Nelson, and Agnes Ropplier
writes upon " Books that have hindered me."

The Sidereal Messenger is conducted by W.
W. Payne, Director of Carletoi Colloge Obser-
vatory, Northfield, Minn., and is issued every
month cxcept July and Septomber. It contains
mouthly the latest notes on Astronomioal mat.
ters, together with papors from leading men.
The June number contains the following arti-
c es: The wave, length of' light, as a practica-
ble and a feasible standard of length, by Pro-
fessors Michabelon and Morley; a note on
Double Stars by W. H. S. Merrick; Error in
Astronomical Text Bocks by Lewis Swift, and
the Study of Variable Stars by the editor.

The Spirit of Missions, the organ of the Board
of Mibsions of the Prot. Epis. Churoh in the
U.S., gives the latest news in regard to the
Home and Foreign Mission work of the Sister
Church, and will alwnys ba found interosting te
Canadien Churchmen. The saubscription is $1
per annum ; 22 Bible Iouse, N.Y.

The D. LoraRoP Co's., Boston, publications
for young people, viz.: The Patsy; Our Little
Men and Women, and Babyland, are worthy of
all commendation. Each is specially suited for
its particular field; and Pansy intended for the
elder children is speially attractive by reaon
of the bright and high toned aLnring ;t. itnntains.
Babyland for July will "tak " with the litte
ons by roason of its protty pink OoverL anci
amusing pictures. Tha subscription to Pansy
and Our Little Mon and Wome is 81 por au.
each ; Babyland 51)o.

Our Little Ones and The Nursery.-Tha Rus-
sell Publishing Co., 36 Bromoield et., Boston ;
$1.50 per annum, canoet bo sarpaseod oither in
illastratiois or roadine ma'ter. Two of the
pictures in tho July numbor,' The Swinging
Song,' and ' The Bean that would not stay in bed'
are extremly natural and protty. Boys and
girls alike will b p!aasod with this over attrau-
tive magazine.

The Report of the Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts for the ycr 1888,
is te hand. IL desorves carefut perusal by ali ;
il it could bu placed in the bands of Churchmon
generally it would awaken stili greater interest
in this noble S.P.G.

Ta spirit of the age is intense. Mudern
ingenuity and mothods are pushing us ahod et
tho rate of a mile a minute. The wonderful
devolopment of the century thus far promises
te be fairly oclipsod by the improvements
already contemplated in the few years that
remain before the twontieth century dawns
upon us. We live more in a day now than our
forafathers lived in a week, and the tendency
of it all i8 te make us forget for the most part
where we are and whither we are going. It
is well te stop and think a while of tife in all
its aspects and sec whether we are negligent
in any one duty. After all, life is real, and
while taking advantage of all that this pro-
grossive ago affords us, we should not forget
the real objeot of living, or noglcot one parti-
cle of the work wo have te do.

Reason and experience both forbid as te sup-
pos that personal .morality can be maintained
without religion, or national morality te the
exclusion of the religious principle.- Washing.
ton.

PBArua is not conquering God's reluctance,
but taking hold of God'a willingnoss.-Brooka.
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