
THE CHURCH GUARDLAI4 [WsrrnxsnÂv, FsnuÀrv 25, x825

- Enrom Aon PnrrrrDRu -.

L. H. DAVIDSON, D.CL., MONTREAL.
- Assacra Eonso: -

BEV. H. W. NTE, M.A., BEstor, Bedford, P.Q. REV. EDWYN
B. W. PENTREATU, Winnipeg, Manitoba.

AddrenN Corrempoudence aend Comnannicatlons to
the Edior, 1.O. Box o50. Exehangen go P.O.

Box 1950. For uuinlnews Annogineen
menti mee page I.

SPECIAL NOTICE,

se Suacmnw.= An-ni.. are riapectrully roqiented to remit
et their earliest convenonno. The very low price et whichl the
paper is pubtshted tenders necessary a rigid enforcainont of tise rule
of payment i advance. Tho label gtn the data of expiration.

WU Eubscribera please examine Label, and REMIT
PROMPTLY?

CALERDAR FOR FIEBRUARY.

FEDRUARY rI.-SEPTUAOESIMA.
"i 2.-Pu1Ii'CATiON OF îRolN MARY.

8.-SEXAoEsINMA.
" 5.-QUINQUAGESi NA.

" xS.-AsH VEDNEsvDAY.
22.-First Sunday in Lent.
24 .- St. Matthias, Ap. and M.
25.-.EMBER DAY.

27.-EMnIER DAY.

" 2&.-EMIER DAv.

Second Sunday in Lent.

" The very Goai of pence sancïfy you wholy, aid 1 Ira
God your whole spir i, ia soul, and body, 1e
prescrved Llaicless uito the coinig of our Lord
Jesus Christ"--l Tliess. v. 23.

Such is the prayer of the Apostle, and such
would appear ta be the blessing the Church
teaches, and encourages us this day te pray for
that we nny be kept outwardly in our bodies, and
inwardly in our souls. The spiritual fast of the
Chrisian is ane that mortifies the flesh and culti-
vates the spirit. Whatsoever subdues the one ta
the ailier is the fitting occupation of this holy
season. The collect proposes ta us for our consid
eration: first, our qwn helplcssness. We have no
power of ourselves ta hel) ourselves i we are not
therefore to ascribe ta any ordinance value as a
meritorious rite; that is, no ordinance, hovever
wisely appointed, is an end, but only a means to
edification or sanctification. We arc thus warned
against trusting in fasting, or abstineice, or any
other means, save only as it conduzces to an end;
and taught throtgh a knowledge of our own
helplessness ta refer everything ta God ; "We are
not sufficient of ourselves ta think anything as of
ourselves ; our sufliciency is of (od." Our prayer
then is, that He, whoc is thus aill-sufficient, wouîld
keep us both outw'ardly in our bodies, and
inwardly in our souls, that the body be defended
from adversity and the soul froni evil thoughts.
The health of the one, and the purity of the aier,
are the peculiar abjects of attention during these
weeks of preparatory humiliation. in the Epistle,
there is selected for our instruction an exhortation
of the Apostle which abounds with sound rules
and heavenly principles. He both beseeches and
exhorts us, " that as we have received how wie
ought ta walk, so vould we abound mare and
more." "The will of God is our sanctification."
"'That every one of us should know how to pos-

sess His vessel in sanctification and honour."
"' For God has net called us unto uncleanness, but
unto holiness." Abstinence from every unclean-
ness of the body is the leading subject of this
exhortation, and fuiflis the requirement of the
collect, that we keep ourselves, through God's
grace, not anly inwardly in our souls, but also
outwardly in our bodies, that the temple of God
be not defiled. The subject thus brougbt before
us, requires of us a systen of self-examination
more suited ta private communings with the
heart, the seat of evil, than to public exhortation.
The cleansing of the temple requires that every
avenue be cleansed ; that each sin, according as
it most easily besets us, be rebuked; and our first
work, before we commence bringing the body into
subjection, 1s ta root out all evil propensities, all
lurking uncleanness, for until these be removed
fully and effectually, it is in vain that we endeavour
ta sweep and garnish. We are not in a state to
receive the spiritual strength God vouchsafes ta
us, until the body, carefully cleansed from its
polluting sins, is fit ta be the temple in which He
bas promised ta dwell with them who are pure in
heart. Having then no power of ourselves ta help
ourselves, how nay this be donc ? The Gospel
answers us,-tnrough faith and prayer; these are
the wcapons with which we shall be enabled ta
resist the assailer. Christ "was not sent but ta
the lost sheep of the bouse of Israel," and yct to
faith and fervent prayer lie waived all points of
[minor consideration, and in proportion as lier
faith was great andi her prayer carnest, yielded ta
the petition of the wonan of Canaan. Thus, then,
]et us learn from these collective services, that the
irst step in our course of spiritual holiness is

putting away froin us ail uncleanness. We can-
not do this of ourselves, but it is ta supply our
deficiencies that the Gospel is given us, and we
sec in the passage under consideration, how the

prayer of faith prevailed in the instance of the
wonan of Canaan. The end, tien, that we are to
strive ta attain, is the sanctification bath of the
body and the spirit, tihat we may be kept out-
vardly ii our bdies and inwardly in our souils:
the means by which this is ta be attained,-faith
and fervent prayer; that knowing, through God's
mercy, how we ought ta walk, we may abound
mare and more ; that sanctifued wholly by the
very God of peace, our whole spirit, soul, and

but even he stands in need of constant guidance,
ta save him from wandering or dissipating his
time in fruitless channels. In the nidst tf a large
collection of books he will be lost and know not
which way ta turn. Let hlim e met at this point
by a persan who knows what books he needs and
how ta use them, and lie will flnd both pleasure
and profit in investigations that had before appear-
ed like dreary groping in a pathiess labyrinth.

Our experience leads us to believe that most
young people fail ta receive this guidance at the
time when they most require it, when their minds
are most open ta receive impressions fron without
and most tenacious ta retain then. In many of
our colleges the systenatic study of Belles-lettres
or Literature is pastponed ta the latter part of the
collegiate course, when the student's habits of read
ing or of neglecting ta read are somewhat settled,
when, too, his time ta profit by advice is limited.
It would be well that the freshman in college be
attended ta in this respect during his very first
terni, and that la a systemaîic way.

The subject, however, is one which cannot be
restricted ta the participants of collegelife, who
forin a comparatively smiall portion of the youth of
our land. Every teac1er in our schools should re-
gard it as an essential part of his work to drap
hints regarding the reading appropriate ta each
particular branch of study and ta each pupil's turn
of rnind. Parents, too, ned /o be reminded of
their responsibi/ity ithis respect. Vc live in a
reading age. Our children w'iil read, and it is of
the utnîost importance that they be guided ta that
which is intellctua//y soind and morally pure, and
taught to avoid the opposite.

'l'le subject appeals to us fron two aspects.
As citizens, we desire ta have the rising generation
bred up ta correct mental habits and tastes, and
tauglit ta read such books as will qualify tliem ta
take their part as good and useful meinbers of the
State. If we permit them to bc se/f directed in
thieir reading, tIse chances are ten to one that they
will be m/isdirected. They will take up the books
Usat arc the mosi convenient ta obtair, and that
require the least mental application ta master their
contents, or will, too probaby, be satisfied with
those sensational liapers, printed f. r the debauch-
ment of the young, which are displayed, vith all the
attractiveness of the engrave 's art, at every street
corner.

body, miay be preserved blameless into the coi- There is, however, a higher point of view than
ing ai aur Lard jesos Christ. that of the citizen. As Ciristiarns and Curchmen,

The Guidance of Readers. %ve desire ta sre the yoig trained ta love te guod,
ihe truc, andI the beaîîîiful, 'l'le subjeet carnes

A few years ago, the proposal was seriously tc every listar atîd Sunday-scloal teaclier,
niade to establishi in colleges professorships of anticir iiîluence wa> Le, andI iany instances

books and reading. There were, no doubt, good s, made very powcnid for god. The Churci de-
reasons why this proposition feli to the grounud, mantis chat culs itslucice Le ustd for lier beit.
and yet we are sure that sote very good arguments There is a -ast IoU> of liturature prod;ced by
might be advanced in its favor. As nitters stand Chîîrcbiî, a? Mlîclî we :rc josti> proLd, cîat
at present, immature readers arc, for the most part, aughc Lie faoiliar cu Llso:;e îvho aue pitsitly ta
turned loose ta browse at random in the vast and enter upan tie stema duties ai 111e. h is adapted 1

varied fields of Literatuîre. Ve nake a great effort ta breed stroîg ii, riien a? character, wlîo shah
ta create a taste for reading, and that being accom- Se a credit ta their cauntry and iviiers ta chue
plishied, we seem to think that our work is doune. cause ai Chrit.

But is it of io consequence /ww or w/ai our boys tre is truth ln the familiar nsa)jnî chat "Knaw-
and gids read ? They may have tastes uhat arc edge is p ut lut ils fot farget ilat h is
good and proper which will lead them ta a choice lawer forgoan or cvii, accordig as i is well or iII
of the right kind of books, but even that is not directed. 'flic is laie nita ta phd for kuaw-
enough. ledge iu thisage ai intense mental activiiyantI keu

The young reader who knows what he needs to canspetitien in cvery vahl, ai lue. But we urge
learn is unquestionably in advance of ane who bas masttarnestl> for awell-dirccted knowledge atatime
ne t&ste and ne desire f'or any special knawledge; werd every effort se ns ta Le put forth ta give th
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