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[WooLe Numseg, CCCXXXIX:

PRESENT ASPECT OF THE CHURCH.

P [coNcrLUDED. ]

It may then, we conceive, now,be said, that there
are two very distinct characters in that Catholic move-
ment, which has stirred from its foundations the reli-
gious mind of this country :_the one older and infinitely
Inore general and enlarged,” the “other recent and
l.lmited, though undoubtedly of abundant energy within
1ts sphere. »

_ The spirit of the first was, as we conceive, to catho-
ll?ise the members of the Church of England, but
without “unprotestantising’’ them. It was, in its
leading design, to pursue the ideal excellence of the
(Eatf.xolic system, of the Word of God developed in
Christian institutions, as it is'gathered from the best
and purest ages, churches, and men. It was to seek
the realisation of this excellence within the Church of
England, and to seek it by the sedufous and humble
employment of all the means of grace which she affords;

¥ the endeavour to enter into her spirit and take the
full measure of its capabilities in the hope and confi-
dence that they would be found fully adequate to our

:‘;’ds’diﬂl{d _that in the order of diving wisdom' her
mil{istrisecsl?)lf}nle would be revived, and her mianifold
that she wouldc‘ve % ”3 :‘souls ?f i er‘xlarged‘;. ar‘ld
£ their: high sjurf.:ly, if mr. ﬁmldrer! weie but faithtul
Fuyuir m:‘ VOLa“UH,’IlOl fil to revive, A% 1‘(7}'.)1:v‘.se:ut,

5 se latter (imes, the early aha wistullied
glories of the bride of Christ. “And this yearning to
restore: the decay, and to temper the way;vardness of
the religinus life of our age and country, to clothe it
in the forms which are most favourable, because di-
vinely 'ordaiued for the purpose, to its elevation and
expausmu, to its power aud permanence, was N0, trai-
torous or disloyal thought towards that spiritual home
around which are twined all our dearest associations,

It was a conviction growing out of love, that we had
€00 mych ang sadly fallen beneath the spirit of her

4Ws, that the hurts of God's people were but too
slightly healed, that the harvest more and more out-
fl‘;:“b:‘lﬁf:wn‘ess and feebleness of the labourers: that

e &:3u6rmg powers (')(' Satan and the world waxcd‘
ey o bolder in their tents .ill'nulld l.hc walls of
i lf‘ly? Gfld; that some spiritual enginery other
DA audd 'W.hl‘(:h the degenvrate state of pupul‘ar tem-
Béid: 0',)lllltm supplied, must be brn.yught into the
iha f". . t le'gardeu would become a wilderness, and

enced city as an heap. At the worst, a pardon-
able dream, surely they at least will say, who have
Scanned the necessities and dangers of the land, who

ave taken the length and breadih of its poverty, its
Misery, its unbeliet, and of the incapacity of separat-
“5"“ of ihe existing parochial organisation, and even
°‘.Uluruh €xtension, as it is now understood, to cope |
With them; and whose hearts have throbbed with |
the threefold impulse of the Christian, the patrict, and
the man, to apply some remedy to the gigautic evils
'-ha} threaten to devour the noblest people upon earth,
f.llose indeed may well treat it as a vision, who
consider this conception inadequate to its purposes; |
who doubt the possibility of reproducing, in a reformed |
Chx{rch. and at the present era, that t;ncrL'y or self-
denial, that high-\\'ruught temper of comugz and zeal,
that effusion and l'cduudancy of love, which, once so
Common, now would be regarded as well-nigh mira-
:':el;;;l:; 9F “'hf" Ull.h:lppily for themselves, have but
g m:l:y;mpalhlcs wuh. the undivided Chl’islelldol.ll of
Wik lh):'ss(afl'd the {ul!wrs, and who are confined
feeling‘ der‘ivr‘:lllmled l.m;us‘uf modes of. thought 'fﬂld
aad owe de, Z 'exclusn‘ely from one P:u:tlct{lar. period,
lopment, nuk;_ l';i‘u:a eluergcncy.. But l.t is of this d‘c.vc-
that we .r'iSSeno its .exaggcranons or its counltric.ns,
ble Puen ,tl:hat it affurds the best of all perceiva-
f,)'ing thie wau;) nf‘:ulrulmng the dz'mgcrs,.anu of satls-
donment ot § of t}.le age: tl?a.t it nnplle_s no aban-
half-allugian:ur nﬂllol)iil traditions, no disloyalty or
S e hoe to .th«- LF\uruh our mL.)lher; .th'at. no
the right useP\thXlsts. of any rt?\'lval of that dlscxplu.ne,
tlined even ereof the Reformers were much in-
e, b?eglhcally to'pluce among 'the notes of
e Lharch of God; that it is no sectarian or party
Movement, but a movement of the Church as well as
& movement in the Charen § the audible response of
the Chuich to the call of her own glorious and ex-
lP;anded destiuy, to unfold amidst much sin, much weak-
€ss, much dcgeueracy, the truest likeness of her lord,
and to feed and cherish, on behalf of Christendom at
arge, the best hope of her ultimate restoration to
Uity and repose.
. And we need not seruple to refer to the testimony
In this case beyond all suspieion, of one of the severest
JUdges, one of the acutest and most searching percei-
Vers, among the men of this generation. Mr. Carlyle
will not pe suspected of any undue favour, towards the
8ttempt to rescuscitate, in the England of the nine-
teenth century, the stern self-chastening discipline,
Whereby the Church reached the ripeness of her
‘B‘lrengu}; but even he* has at length found in this
useyism,” that it too is an effort, perhaps a weak
and eyep morbid, but yet an honest and true effort, of
our a.ﬂlicted humanity, to find relief from its diseascs,
ETOW{Ilg sorer amidst increasing wealth from day to

d_a.)’, In the restoration of more open, more comprehens
Sive, more practicable and effective relations between

he bewildered flock-and the Eternal Shepherd, Gov-

:"::;neuts and philosophies of morals or of trade have
ourr femedies for the ills of life and of society; be

~ Part and Jot with those who rivet their faith upon

“Pt)tno:}e scheme ot.' human amelioration, which is bailt
e Cl;.foulfdutm‘n ({f‘ the ap(.)st'les and prophets,
. = hrlsl himself being the .chlef corner stone; anfi

iyt rﬂ'u‘se of many mansions, \_vhereuqm we ‘;“1
thoge Wh(:d(.h, space, as we [‘n';sx, “lxll be found for

"el‘aity t())se hearts h"‘“? not fainted in the day of ad-
P"Omis‘es Ut who steadily adhere to thosc? means and

of good, that are alone and alike stamped
€ Seul of God's revelation and of man's experi

with th
€hce,

Spogen a;ﬁbrt for spiritual revival of which we have
. ns f‘t assimilation, not to Rome, but to some-
n«‘ae(.{mte distinct, something higher and better. than

* to that original of which Roue is a mutilated
standard which she seems with us to ac-

di eri:;dg;’x but beneath which we both, though in

re deemgo egrees and modgs, have? suk. Ma.y we not

g ur own shu.rtcnlmngs without a‘dnp.tmg hers?
knoyw s ,Pr(.:poscd, is that end which this (,'.huu.:h ac-

Wity o 'g,t‘:s, th.e means emplo_\'c:d are, wﬂlkmg in the

Borad. ter ordinances, and. cherishing the spirit that ’

< S them., In pursuing such an end, by such |

"Ppro{;.we can only approximate to Rome where she

Temove lt:ates. or shall approximatej to truth; wemust

Part, f‘rmarfh-er and. f‘efther from her, where she e

Rauct mit: and lf‘ it be a duty to desire and hope

removal, with surely at least equal earuest-

Besg should
we lab : ? h ap-
Proximatio, abour, yearn, and pray for such ap

0 ) : ; 2 ]
leve ‘;,ltlhe Catholic sentiment thus described, we be-

Rred; at .it is so congenial to the predominating in-
v CMts in the constitution of the Church, and like-
truly an evolution from within, from the very

N

Se so

Seat . i :
\th: her life, and not an importation from without
fmmb to contemplate its ejectment or exhaustion

°Ppos’te S g i.s in no degree less visionary than the
ite speculation of an approaching reconquest of
neve;':%lli:‘;m Church to the papal domination. It
w‘natiou e ef-fect.ed, except by such a secon.d re-
the (v n of the nstitutions, and of the formularies of
e“""yu:?h’- e wou.‘d wholly alter their character and
iy tlelr 1dent}ty; such a process as we do not
i"cipline at, even in the present relaxed state of her
® Propose five men among her Clergy could be found
€ or to support. Perbaps the nameless au-

* See
Carlyle’s Past and Present.

thor, who has recently vented his chaff upon the pub-
lic under the name of Liturgical Adjustment, might
find himself solitary in his noxious but utterly imn.
practicable propositions.

But what course will be pursued, what course ought
to be pursued, towards those propagators of Catholic
tenets and usages, who do not scruple to denounce
Protestantism as a principle of unmixed evil: in whom
the attraction of the Church’s essential Catholicity is
sufficient, but only just sufficient, to overcome the re-
pulsive force of the Protestant elements admitted into
her institutions; and whodo not dissemble, that,in thejr
view, Rome, if not a true normal pattern of Christian-
ity, is yet the best existing standard, and one to which
we ought to seek to conform? Rome, who is always
at our gates as a foe, though in her legitimate sphere
she be also an elder sister: and with this foe they
parley, in the hearing of the people on the wall. At
the same time'they relentlessly pursue, with rebuke
and invective, the Protestant name. Mr. Newman
has recently retracted, through the medium of a pub-
lic journal, a collection of certainly very vehement ang
fierce expressions, in which he had employed his great
powers of thought and languagg to charact?e the
evils of Romanism. We can find no fault with his
Christian bumility in correcting what he believes to be
in excess, and contrary to charity, But we could
have desired that he had more exactly defined what
he proposes to substitute for the protestations thus
withdrawn; we could have wished that there bad been,
if not from him, at least from those writers in T%e
British Critic who are believed in the main to accord
with, though somewhat to overpass, him, some similar
retractation of their many hard speeches against men
and things which England in her inmost heart reveres;
against that “ Protestantism,” which, in the language
of those by whom they are chiefly rcad, in the common
phrase and thought of millions of their countrymen,
is no symbol of a bare cold negation, or of a license
for infidelity, but is the usual exponent of a substan-
tive, undoubting, Christian, Catholie belief: We could

| have desired a few cheering words of cordial love to-

wards the Church of England—still their Church—
to show that their hearts are not wholly alienated and
remote from her, even while they set the most pious
examples of ministry in her sanctuary; and to remove
that deadly chill with which their ordinary writings, in

| the remarkable periodical we have named, freeze the

very lfe’s blood of many that repair to them to be
taught how they may unite loyal love to their own
immediate mother, with a true acknowledgment ot
brotherhood, even to those who assault and wrong her;

how they may so cherish the large overreaching Catho= |

lic seniiment, as, by its re-action, not to enfeeble, but
to invigorate their local and proximate attachments.
We take comfort, however, in reflecting, not only
that the great body of those who hold Catholieity to
be the first element in the Church of England, and
Protestantism the second in due subordination to it;
are wholly untouched by these semi-Romanizing ten-
dencies. We find a further consolation in the fact

| that Mr. Newnwsn, Mr. Qakely, aud such persons

around them as are known to the world, are men in
whom, if in any, the intemperance of partieular pro-
pensions, or the bias of the judgment, is most likely,
under God, to be corrected and counterbalanced by
the soundest ethical habits, and by the great Christian
specifics of earnestness; humility, and prayer. To
these resources we add the confidence, that their posi-
tion in the Church of England is seeurely stayed upon
the great Catholic principle of allegiauce to her as the
ordinance of God for the government of their souls;
that they reject with abhorrence the temptation to
apostatise, and that in their cace the dischurge of the
obligation of obedience will not be less but rather more
resolute, because it entails another duty of crossing
and mortifying their own tastes, and in some degree;
perhaps, their own affections.  If their frame of mind
and opinion, taken together with their eircamstances,
thus constrain them by practical tests to concentrate
themselves with few extrinsic supports upon the single
and simple will of God, this at least cannot be denied;
that they are pupils in a school of perfection.
Although the sentiment may seem strange and in-
congruous, in a publication to which the same remark
is applicable, we eannot help expressing the conviction,
that great mischief has arisen and may arise from the
habitual practice of anonymous authorship, upon these
most delicate and dangerous, as well as most solemn
and sacred subjects. Let us speak freely on this mat-
ter. Asa general rule it may be said, that no man
writing upon controverted questions without the con-
stant sense of responsibility which publicity entails,
will write with the same degree of caution, the same
degree of considerate forethought, the same degree of
tenderness for the weak, and of wise and comprehen=
sive charity, to which he would attain if he had that
aid. An increased severity of judgment, a higher
strain of invective, a more copious use of rhetorical
colouring a more artful and constant resort to dialectic
subtleties, a greater recklessness of consequences, and
a blunted instinct for pure truth, commonly distinguish
anonymous atthorship, upon matters deeply moving
the nature of man. T'he anonymous writer conducts
a process that ought to be judicial, in the dark; in the
dark he condemns, he lashes, and he stabs; unseen
himself, he sees, and lie acts without the salatary
cheek which the consciousness of being seen impgses,
In this great controversy it is remarkable that in
nearly every case (for we are bound to except Mr,
Newman'’s work on Justification), where anything like
general scandal has been given, it has been by publi-
cations without a name. The editors of Mr. Froude's
Remains were nameless: and every man kinows how
much of the bitterness of the contest dates from their
appearance. Had Mr. Williams written his Tracts
on Reserve in his own name, and not under the shelter
of a quasi-corporation indistinctly known to the world
we venture to believe, that, togeth: r with their unhappy
title, he would have effctually avoided whatever else
has tended to produce such injurious misapprehensions
of his meaning. Again: the ninetieth tract was
nameless, and it convulsed England. Doctor Pu-ey;
in a work with his own signature, re-traversed nearly
the same ground; but so different was the general fone

|asa painter would say, of the performance, that we

never heard that he was made a sharer in any of the
censures whieh issued even from Ecelesiastieal autho-
rities, against the argument of that tract. And ever
since the tracts have ceased, it has not been by the
known publications of the Oxford writers, but by those
which a portion of them have sent into the world
in the character of reviewers, that offenee has been
propagated and renewed. Our motive for offering
these observations has bvep a conscientious convietion
of their truth, and their importance. As to their res
coil upon ourselves, that is a secondary matter: we
are not careful to seek a justification: if we can secure
a general acquiescence in the sentence, we will cheer-
fully submit to be smitten by it.

We have laboured to describe frankly the position
of an extreme section of theologians within the Church
of England. Some persons conceive that not only aré
they guilty of hypocrisy because they remain within
her, but that their Diocesans also are ineseusable for
permitting their continuance, and indeed for eneourag*
ing it by recognising them as in all respects brethren,
though reproving, as they may think fit, any opinion of
practice which they judge to be injurious. We differ
in the strongest manner from both of these positions.
Although we carefully distirigaish this section from
the legitimate Catholic development, of which we
believe it to be an exaggeration, we rejoice that these
excellent persons abide in the Church to enlighten 1t
by the holy example of their lives; we rejoice that

they feel the awful responsibility of that condemnation,
which they would undertake to pronounce against her
by the act of quitting her communion. It may be a
light matter for those who seem to seek to drive them
forth, to pass from sect to sect, like butterflies from
flower to flower. But allowance must be made
for the totally different rules which persons of
different convictions apply to the consideration and
decision of the same question. It might be perfectly
honest and consistent in those, who hold latitudinarian
opinions respecting the Sacraments, to leave the Church
from'their dislike of her language, or because of their
impatience of reproach from any of her members, or
of their anxiety to give more unequivocal expression,
more free scope, to their own particular instincts, in
matters of religion. But with those whose case we
are now considering, the conditions of action are, ag
we conceive, very different. To them the Church of
England either is the stewardess of the covenant of
grace, orshe is a counterfeit and an usurper. They
cannot quit her communion without the most fearfy]
guilt, unless she be the last. They cannot quit it
without affirming her to be such. Are they then to
be seduced into such a pit of temptation because a
popular clamour admonishes them to it; or because
they have a craving for greater spiritual luxurics elsc-
where; or because interpretations, of equivocal and.
insufficient authority, or of no authcrity at all, are
placed by some upon the formularies of the Church,
such as in their judgment are at variance with Catho-
lic truth? And this too while the Pielates of the
Church became from year to year more copious aui
explicit in the exposition of her true natiire, and ¢
the power of her ordinances? Surely those, who sa;
80, know not what they speak nor whereof they affirm
they are applying to the consciences of other men thy
mieasure of their own, and are calling upon them it
the name of a duty to perpetrate a sin. Surely it it
the absolute duty of the divines and others whom w¢
have named, upon the showing of their own principles,
to abide where they are, so long as they conscientiously
conceive that the documents of the Church intend or
even admit the Catholic sense, such a sense not being
disowned or excluded by the plenary authority which,
as we apprehend, is alone competent to pronounce
such a sentence. And may God grant to the objects
of this provocation a clear judgment and a cool head,
to walk steadily where they have hitherto . walked
though the wrath of the tempest be on one hand, and
the treachery of the shore on the other; and likewisc
to measure aright the respon.ibility of even indirectly
leading others to do that, of which they for themselve:
perceive the peril and the sin,

If then the Catholic principles, originally contem:
plated by the private conclave of Oxonian divines, bs
firmly and ineradicably plan ed within the Church or
England, and from day to day assert an increasing
sway over her temper and her actions at large ; and if
with these sentiments there be now at length com-
bined the hazardous element of a positive learing
towards Rome, and a disavowal of the stern resistznce
offered by our divines in general to her claims; what
is to be the issue? Must not this fire either spread
or be extinguished ? :

Our answer must be founded on certain asump-
tions.  First, on the assumption that the great spirit=
ual laws and facts, upon which the Church is founded;
shall continue to command the general assent of our
spiritual governors; for we do not pretend to foresee
the issue of the confusion that must inevitably prevail,
if Clarkes and Hoadleys, or even if Scotts and Hols
loways—nay, more generally still; if any deseripticn
of extreme, or hot-headed, or light-minded men—«

. Catholic movement, are alike, and earnestly attached

the universal Church, to be legitimatised by the
course we urge, we should see in it an abandonment
of truth and order, which never could lead to perma-
nent peace, but must issue in general anarchy. Bat,
on the other hand, we would as strenuously deprecate
any attempt to bind consciences (for example) to
Bishop Tomline's Exposition of the Seventeenth Ar-
ticle, as to rivet upon them that somewhat technical
and peculiar notion of the Eucharistic Presence,
which Archbishop Cranmer, in his last years, adopted,
and which he declared when upon his trial. No
doubt it is an arduous task for spiritual rulers thus to
hold the balance even and unswayed by the gusts of
passion, and to discern the dividing lines of faith and
opinion in the details of theology: but unless it were
for arduous tasks, why were great faculties conferred
upon mankind, and great means and exercises sup-
plied for their improvement ?

Again: as we, in the capacity of a Church, have
much to learn from other churches, so, as leaning to
this or that form of thought and feeling within the
Church, have we much to learn from other modes of
thought and feeling. We believe that, in the main,
those who lean to the school called Evangelical, and
those who regard with the strongest sympathies the

to the vommunion of the Church; that they have
many, and those the most essential, points in com-
mon : that both have rendered great services to the
Church: that each has imparted much benefit to the

other; that each is greatly superior to the conven-
tional and secular school of Clergy, frozen in doctrine
and relaxed in life, which, by efforts unconsciously
combined, they have been co-operating to supplant.
The Evangelical system, as well as the more strictly
and specifically Catholic, has its counterpart in the
Church of Rome. There it exists in harmony with
the whole, of which it forms a most valuable ingredi-
ent: we only want a diffused spirit of larger wisddom
and a stricter discipline, to assign to it, in like man-
ner, its place among ourselves: Without the safe-
guard of Catholic principles, it might indeed run out
into fanatical excess, or wither into unbelief; but,
amalgamated with them, it becomes a proper element
of their exterior, if not of their vital, activity:

We shall venture with great deference, to obsetve,
that; in the particular of preaching; rather as to its
form than its matter, our (lergy; as a body, have yet
much to ledarn; and that they may; perhaps, aequire
a part of it from that school aniong themsclves, which,
in popular language, would be termed Kvangelical.
Preaching is a great Christian ordinance, and admira-
bly suited, in its own nature, for the propagation of
principles; we grieve, therefore; to sce occasionally
a sort of jealousy of this instrument, and a disposition
as it were to avenge upon it the dishonour, which its
exclusive admirers are so apt to do to the yet more
solemn and elevated offices of the Churth:  Buat fur-
ther: will the day ever arrive when English preath-
ing in general shall attaiu to the natural ease aund
freedom, to that pastoral and persuasive character, in
which we fear it is much behind the preaching of
many other countries and communities, both Catholic
and Protestant ? It is not that it fails in matter and
in thought. But the sernion still remains essentially
the wiitten essay. One consequence of this is, that
it does not come with authority. Its very assertions
of the doctrine of authority are themselves cold ab+
stractions, It has many excellences: the Clergy
strive hard, and in many cases with wenderful suc-
cesty against a vicious system; but yet that which is
conceived according to the idea of a written essay,

ware, for 2 corice of paars, ta be shansm; wndar anyy
combination of circumstances, to fill the posts of au=
thority in the Church: Secondly; we proceed upon
the further assumption that our governors, moderate
themselves, shall also generously tolerate immodera=~
tion in others (of course; while using every effort to
allay and abate it,) even up to the farthest bounds of
charity and wisdowm, not only in compassion to human
weakness, but from the consideration that; still op<
pressed by our own low spiritual state, we !m_ve not
yet laid the foundation of well-schooled opinions in
chastened and mortified tempers. We do not look to,
we should be among the first to deprecate, the choice
of Bishops elect from any one complexion of sentiment
exclusively. Nor do we desire the prevalence of a
cold mediocrity ; nor to see preferment conﬁfled to
such divines as might most strictly cvincide with our
own, or atly other; private judgment: but to men,
firstly, whose seatiments lie clearly within the limits
of extravagance or morbid affection this way or that;
and next, who will treat with uniform long-suffering
and gentleness all that lies within those Jimits : men
of devout earnestness, without temerity or passion:
men who will act under the lively recollection that
they are stewards for the future, and that every step,
in which they tread awry, must bear injuriously upen
interests of inestimable value.

Under these favourable, but {because they scarcely
imply more than a continuation of what at pfe'sent ex-
ists) not; as we thiuk, extravagant suppositions, we
look hopefully forward to the future development
even of that theological school amongst us which most
leans to Rome.  For, in the first place, the testimony
of the Church herself is so decided; and her precau<
tions 80 many and effective, that it is, we believe,
quite impossible for them to effect the importation of
the system of actual Rome amongst us, if, indeed,
which we do not wholly believe, they seek it. In the
second place, we conceive, that it is not in human
nature that they should continue for an indefinite or
very long period; without becoming either less estrang-
ed in spirit, or more so in outward position. And
seeing that their principles have determined the lat-
ter, while novelty and temporary excitement, as well
as hard usage, must or may have acted uron the
former, we confidently look to the trinmph of the per-
manent over the transitory influence, and to theiy
gradual return to a more firm, cheerful, and harmoni-
ous tone of accordance with the institutions of the
Church of England.

Much might be said upon a totally distinct aspeet
of the Oxford movement—that in which it looks
towards Protestantism in general, whether as repre-
seuted by such national establishments of religion as
tvoluntarily lost the Episcopate, or by those who
have wilfully departed from the reformed Catholic
¢ommunions of these islands. But it is time that
these remarks; already so protracted should draw to a
close; and we shall do little more than offer one or
tWo observations intended to obviate any miscons
Structions that might possibly arise out of what has
been already said.

The doctrine of toleration, which we have advo-
¢ated, is commonly popular with those who have not
the upper hand; and who are #pt fo invoke it on their
own behalf, without reflecting that their conduct may
shortly become a plea in the mouth of their adversa-
ries.  We have not overlooked this alternative: and
when we speak of toleration, we mean equality of
dealing—we mean patience, and brotherly or fatherly
endurance, looking both ways; both ways limited by
the integrity of the faith and of essential order; both
ways free and absolute within those confines. We
do not, for example, ask on the one hand a licence to
‘eﬂf:h the doctrine of Transubstantiation, which is
contrary to the Articles of the Anglican Church; nor;
on the other, a permission to impcach the Catholic
creed of all Christendom, by setting down, as contra=
Iy to Scripture, that ¢lause of it which teaches *one
baptism for the remission of sins.” Were the con-
tradiction of the plain declarations of the local, and
much more than of the equally plain declarations of

sibly afford. For no other school is friendly to Ee-

clesiastical discipline: others have indeed, in this |

| respect, sadly departed from the principles of the
| Reformation (whether Continental, Anglican, or Scot-
| tish); and Catholic views alone can effect a return to
them. The great strength of dissent in this country
lies, as we believe, in the impression of serious-minded
persons of the middle and the lower class, that the
Church of England is a faithless and adulterous
Church, in her veglect of discipline over her lay mem-
bers. To accomplish the removal of this impression,
would be to reduce dissent to a caput mortuum. It
can ouly be removed, by an important progression in
the Church with regard to that department; and;
although we are precluded by want of space from pur-
suing further this interesting question, we have indi-
cated the quarter from which only that progression
can be expected to proceed.

And now we have done with our mighty theme.
The brain almost reels at the magnitude of the inter-
ests, and therefore of the hazards, involved in it. It
has been our desire to handle it with a freedom pro-
portioned to the necessities of the case, but not ex-
ceeding them. If towardsany communion, Protestant
or unreformed, towards any person of whatever station
or whatever sentiments, we have entertained convie-

we acknowledge the heaviness of the fault and implore
pardon. And, at least, we cannot draw the curtain
upon the sad picture of Christian division and dissen-
sion, without beseeching the reader to offer up to God
the fervent prayer, that the afflicting contemplation of
such a scene may inspire him with the resolution to
seek peace and ensue it in the vineyard of the Lord
on earth; andif he cannot here enjoy hissoul's desire,
then, that he may be moved by the prevailing discord
the more manfully to press towards the mark for the
prize of entering into that rest wherein the unclouded
presence of God shall enlighten His people; and His
unity shall enfold thenit for evermore.

FOOLS MAKE A MOCK AT SIN:
( From a Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Rogers. )

Consider tlie consequences of making a mock at sin:
The general consequence of this practice must be the
prevailing of sin and unrighteousuess in the world.—
The passions of mankind lead them by a strong
propensity to what is forbidden.  Qur appetites are
always calling upon us to reach out out hand, and taste
something out of the inviting scene of pleasure that
pusses by us; and the devil is ever suggesting to us,
we may do it safely; we shall not surely die; and all
the fences and guards of religiod are found little
enough to withhold our compliance:  All the restraint
we are, or can be under, is from them:.  Were it not
for the fear of offending God; exposing ourselves to
his displcisure, and incurring the penalties of his laws,
every kind of wickedness would soon prevail, and, like
a torrent which has broke its bounds; overspread the
fare of the earth. Aud; consequently, whatever
weakens these restraints, must in the sante proportion
occasion the increase and overflowing of all dngodli-
ness, Now what can more effectually contribute to
this evil than making a mock at sin, laughing at that
formidable notion under which it ought to be consi-
dered, and representing it only as a petty indiscretion;
a light and ludicrous thing? The idea of the action
is perfectly changed by this disguisej the proper
Penalties of it are hid out of sight; and only a trifling
incoftvenience from the raillery of men substituted in
the place of them: A penalty (if it may be called

cantiot, by any effort in the delivery, be converted
el e SR S T e S
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preaching, follow the path which nature spontaneous-

ly dictates to a man, desirous through tbe gift of
Speech to persuade his fellow-men. A speech of two

hiours is often heard with less wandering of mind,

than a sermon of thirty minutes; and that by men

whoge hearts are Interested in the subject of the lat-

ter, to & degree infinitely exceeding their care for the

former: but the latter is a desertation, and does vio-

lence to Nature in the effort to be like a speech; the

former is, at least, more like what Natnre prompts.

An essay may, iodeed; be of such surpassing excel-

lence, as to be heard with unbroken interest through-

out; but the mass of the essays of a body of fifteen

thoysand men never can.  We lonig for the day when,

not by mere amendments in details, but by the in-

troduction, or the general prevalence; of a new idea

of the proper basis of the practice of preaching, the

Church of England shall be placed in a position to

avail herself of the full power of this mighty engine for

promoting the glory of God, and the conversion, edi-

fication, and salvation of the souls of men. And we

do not say that any school or portion of the Clergy is-
in any[hing like full possession of this secret; but we

think it evident from the results upon our congrega-

tions, that the more full and Catholic teacher has in

this matter something to leatn from those whose

scheme of doctrine we believe to be far more meagre

and superﬂcial. :

Again, as to the charge of uncharitableness, which
is advanced against Catholic doctrines, on account of
their supposed bearing upon the spiritual condition of
the members of sectarian bodies. We are convinced
that this accusation is in itself light and bodiless as
air; but we are not sure, in the same degree, that
those, at whom it is aimed, are apt and successful, or
indeed sufficiently sedulous, in showing it to be so.—
They are charged with unchutching other religious
bodies: And indeed; upon the societies as such, and
as distinguished from the persons belonging to them,
Catholic principles, we conceive, can have no mercy ;
but the question is, do those principles deprive pious
individuals of their privileges, or their hopes? We
would refer to the concluding part of the able work of,
Archdeacon Manning, on the Unity of the Church,
for a full answer to this question, In the meantime
we reply, Catholic principles take from the members
of sectarian bodies; nothing which they claim for
themsclves, 'They say that sacraments are but signs.
It is not denied that in this, their own sense, they
have sacraments. They allege that churches are
human and voluntary associations, for the purpose of
Christian worship and instruction. It is admitted
that they are so associated. They allege, that those
members of their churches who have a living faith
and love, are united to the Redeemer, and are mem-
bers of' His Church, mystical and invisible. Al this
is Joyfully recognized.  All that is positive and sub-
staltive in their claims for obedient believers, Catholic
l”i'.“'il’le! uot only allow; but de¢lare. The real ne-
gallons are on the other side. The Catholic faith,
over and above what we have recited; teaches that
thefe hias been embodied in the Gospel revelation, a
yisible and permanent organization; chartered and
endowed with spiritual gifts for the salvation of men.
This they deem heresy. It is their misfortone:
would to God it were in our powet to rid them of it!
In ('ioing it they would be invited to part, not with
their belief; but with their unbelief. The Catholic
has open to him the full breadth of the ground of spi-
ritual communion with the pious soul, wherever the
soul is found: he has also another ground, which sup-
plies him with Jarger and more expanded hopes for
mankind, in the belief of a specific organ of ordinances
for their salvation; could that ground be removed
from under his feet, the change would enrich none,
though it would make him poor indeed.

Nor do we indeed fear to add, that there is one
vital and prolific subject, upon which the Catholic
system lays a ground of sympathy and concurrence
with the pious separatists of our own country, such as
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oue) which will&ive the sinner but little agprehene;"" -
IUT AR W are wisposed 10 LNINK Lhey waul witgana 1f they

can but turn the jest upon such a reprover as this, they
are sufficiently guarded against any uneasiness they
can fear from him.  The fear of God and the dread
of his resentments are, as I observed, the only effectual
restraints from sin. But to keep up the sense and
impression of this principle; it is netessary that men
should every where meet with some apparent effects
of it. When they see in all about them a reverent
apprehension of the Divine presence and authority;
when they hear them on &1l occasions express an awful
regard to his laws, and, instead of laughter or applause,
entertain the transgression of them with serious reproof
and abhorrence, it gives a quick and lively influence
to the fear of God; it will feclaim the modest, and
check even the most profligate sifiner. The very
shame of appearing less conscientious, less restrained
from wickedness than other men, will at least correct
the open insolence of impiety, and keep the public
example within some bounds of decency and sobriety.
But when the transgressions of God's laws are every
where made light of; when it obtains as fashion, to

tions or uttercd language wanting in charity or respect, ‘

o

| the virtue and welfire of their ountry, indignation
and abhorreace.  And from God, the rigliteous aven-

ger of all tontempt of his laws, the severest inBictions
of his wrath, or place in the nethermost Hell with the
great seducer and corrupter of mankiud, whose king=
dom and interests he has served. The time will comé
when he shall know and feel, that all the laws of God
are the solemn injunctions of Almighty power; that
the penalties anvexed to them are the inmutalile
determinations of infinite Justice. When sickness of
age shall set the terrors of the Lord before himi, with
what regret and astonishment will he reflect on those
sins which are now the subject of his mirth aud
drollery!  With what agonies of remorse will he theq
remember how he has gloried in his shame; and
beseech that majesty whom he has provoked, that the

sorrow of the penitent may atoue for the laughter of
the fool!
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Fools make a Mock at Sin.

Before proceeding to the considefation of the testis
mony furnished by the Apostolic Fathers in fivour of
“piscopacy,—asd we promised to do in our last; becausé
the force of that testimony is attempted to be impugned
by Mr. Powell and his apologist Me. Richey,—we have
a few preliminary observations to niuke; which Kave an
important bearing upon our argument,

As we search throiigh tlie pages of the New Testas
ment, we must be struck with the fact that no systeni
of divinity is there laid down{ that the great truthg
which concern our everlasting salvition; are not there
arranged by rule and ntethod ; that the theology of
Christianity, in short, is tiot there tatight; or at leas¢
unfo.ded to us, as if it were a science: T'his i8 ags

counted for by the studied brevity of the sacted records;

For instance,—putting out of the question the fouf

Gospels, in which we should not expect to fitid a syss

tem such as we have been alluding to,—we pefeeivé

that the book of the Acts, although professedly a nars

rative of what all the Apostles did and suffered fof

the sake of Chiist, coutdids little more than 4 pottion

of the minidterial life of\ one of them, St. Paul; #nd

nothing niore than incidental allusions to points of

doctrine and rules of moral life.  In the Epistles, too;

we look in valn for any systematic treatise of divinity:

The writers of them pressuppose in their hedrers d

full acquaintance with the great and leading truths of

Christianity; and when they do address their con?

verts, it is to correct some misapprehension, or pers

version; of doctrine which unhappily had sprung up:

They wrote those epistles, not to lay down formally

in them a rule of faith; but to give their duthoritative

qpinions upon points in which that well understood

rule of faith had been neglected or perverted.

Yet although; in the Scriptures of the New Testas

ment, no system of divinity—-arranged by tule and

method—is formally laid down, it is easily to be in4

ferred that some such systemr had existentée and was

in force; that individuals, as they became converted

to the truth, were fully and systematically instructed

in all ity departments;—in what they were to believe

dnd to do, Of this we have not a few intimmationg

throughout this sacred volume: for example, when

Sf"F»"nl speaks of g £ form af cannd wand M Linimitted
to Tintothy; ot & Rorm of doctiine” which was girve

to the Roman converts; of a “rule” of faith by whicli
the Galatians were required to walk; and of “the prin=
ciples of the doctrine of Christ” in which the Hebrews
were instructed,—we may feel very well assiired that
there was some settled creed or system, which the
Apostolical epistles, as dddressed to Christian believs
ers from time to time, were designed to explain, of to
preserve from misconsttuction:

Now, if this be true of points of doctrine, wé must
consider it to apply equally to questions of digcipline;
to ceremonial institutions, and t& rules of Church
government. TFouching tliese; we have nothing for-
melly or €ystematitally laid down in the New Testas
fifentj but the allusions to them, though incidental
and brief, are nevertheless so pointed and decisive,
that it is impossible to doubt of their being in force,
and at the time well understood, We have, for ins
stance, 10 command in the New Testament, and no
reason assigned there, for the change of the Chriss
tians' day of rest from the last day of the week to thé
first; but the fact of the change is nevertheless as

treat sin only as a matter of jest and pleasantry, T apparents from incidental expressions, as if we fou

neither shame nor conscience will be able to preserve
their proper force. The libertine will no longer affect
to conceal his crimes, and even the virtaous will be
tempted to remit of their zeal, abate their opposition,
and by an undue compliance with the stream avoid the
reproach of affectation and singularity: :

It is to be hoped, indeed, that the natural reluétans
ces of reason and conscience will generally guard men
against the scoffers of the first kind, the open atheists,
who ridicule all fear of God, all restraiuts of virtue
and religion, and in effect all distinctions of good and
evil. Mankind must be corrupt even beyond example;
before they can with pleasuré or patience endure such
ingults on common sense and virtue: But theére are
mockers of another character, whose success is more
to be feared. Men who will permit you to keep a
reserve of religion, will pretend to agree with you in
detesting some crimes, but persuade you to think
others only ludicrous amusements, which 'tis weakness
and superstition to abstain from yourselves, and a
morose uneonvefsable severity to ceunsure in your
neighbours. Now this is a temptation to which we
are exceedingly open,  We are fond of any overture
of compounding matters with God, and will give him
any equivalent for a favourite siny aud therefore when
we are persuaded to believe the sius, to which the
solicitations of friends, popular fashion, or our own
appetites particularly lead us, to be trifles of no
moment, and that other observances, from which we
liave no aversion, will secure to us the expectations of
duty, the delusion is not easily resisted: But how
faral must the consequences of these notions be to
public virtue, wherever they are eutertained |  For
while every one will be for bringing his own vices
within the fudulgence as triftes, not niefiting a serious
regard; whatever restraint each private person may lay
upon himself, the public example will be under none
at all. Every vice will have its patrons, be represen=
ted equally trifling, equally reputable, till men will be
neither ashamed nor afraid to commit any; aud all
restraint of consciencey all sobriety of earriage, and
even the distinction of vice and virtue, shall be luughed
out of theworld. These are the natural consequences
of making & mock at any sin.

And can it consist with réason and wisdom o ad-
vénee such a scheme as this? to let loose all the wild
passions of corrupt pature, to range and sport them-
selves through the earth?  What deluge or pestilence
can make so much havoe and distraction in the world,
or be so pernicious to the peace and interests of human
society? In Solomon's image of this folly, 'tis like a
man who scatters arrows, firebrands, and death, and
sags, Am I pot in sport? And what does the fool
gain to himself by the success of his attempt, but a
share in the common ¢alamities he occasions? Per-
haps witlsfools like himself, he may obtain the applause
and reputation of an impudent wit; but from all serious
and men, from all who have any regard for the

no other school of opinion within the Church can pos-

honour of God, for the salvation of men's gouls, or for

it directly enjoined.  Thus in Acts, xx. 7, it is stated
that, “upon the first day of the week, when the dis»
ciples came together to break bread, Paul preached
unto them," —=proving that this was their great reli=
gious holyday. The same thing is referred to in I €of.
xvi. 2; where St. Paul says, * Upon the first dag of the
week, let every one of you lay by him in store, as God
hath prospered him.” And whei St. John, in Rev;.
i. 10, says, “ I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day,”
we must consider him to allude to the flew sabbaths
day of Christians, now more appropriately designated
by the name which he gave it

But if it wotild obviously be wrong to argue against
the existence of the Cllrisliuns"day of rest in the
Apostles' trimes, because we have no aceount in the
New Testament of its formal institution, it would be
equally unjust and iwproper.to affirm that a system
of Chureh government was not in force in the Apos<
tles' days, because we do not find its manner or founs
dation directly and systematically laid down by them.
If there were no allusion whatever, in the New Testas
ment, to such an organization;==if we discernéd therd
no reference, direct or indirect, to a system of Charch
polity,—we might wonder less at the scepticismn whick
would reject it altogether. But wé foticed in oug
last,—with designed brevity, to be stre, but we trust
satisfuctorily,—the positive developments throughout
the New Testament of such an organized polity; andy
what is more, we shewed that the principle, the idend
tity, of the gystem is observable through every stagé
of the Apostolic history. We have only to assume
the principle of three orders,—distinet iu authority
and spritual privilege,—as the basis of that systemy
and we discover it to be continuous and consistent
throughout. : : ;
It is, we believe, very generally admitted that St
James the Less,— or the Lord’s brother, as he is somes
times termed,—was left in charge of the Church &f
Jerusalem, after the dispersion of the Apostles to
other spheres of duty. But of this we have ne direst
or special intimation in the New Festament; no ace
count is given there of his appointment to the overs
sight of that Charch. Vet the fact is just as certair
from indirect and ¢cifcimstantial testimony, as if it wad
formally announced. Thus, in Aects xii; 17, we find
that when St. Peter was delivered by the angél cut of
prison, he bade some of the disciples “shew these
things to Jumes and to the brethren ;" and when St
Paul retutned from his travels to Jerusalem, (Acts
xxi. 18,) being desirous fo give an account of his saes
cess and progress, * the day following he wént in aito
James, and zll the elders were present.”  ft is imposy
sible to deubt, from the spirit of thése passages; that
James was the Lad of the Charch at Jerusalemi and
the one last cited sufBciently proves that he fanked
above the “elders.”” Again, in the C})mluifof Chris-
tians held at Jerusalem, and described in the fifteentk
chapter of the Acts, when the question was discussed
whether the converts from Gentilism should be cir




