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THE . LAND WE. LIVE; IN,

LIFE IN MEXICO.

CuarTER V,—THE INDIAN ATTACK. -

In Cincinnati T had purchased alifght‘

traveling wagon in which to take my wife

“and two children from Matamoras in

Mexico to the city of Guenaxuato in'the'

-year 1849, ' I also purchased n'side saddle

and n gt of double harnesses st the same’
‘place.  Our trip by steambost down to

- New Orleans was o very pleasant. one in-

‘deed, & well managed boat and very
agreenble fellow passengers, while our
voynge across the Gulf of Mexico . to
Brownaville iri Texas, on the Rio Grande

- opposite Matamoras wus, if possible; more’
* 80 and after a lspse of more. than thirty
- years I atill retain a very grateful remem-
- brance of the many acta of politencus'we
~one and all received on this last trip

ospecially. - "
- 1 stored my baggage at Brownaville and
-went nlone neross to the city of Matamoras
to make arrangements for our inland

“journgy to the Southwards with as little’

delsy as possible, I also hero received
much politoness without any of thoss wn:
pleagant acts ‘of rudences that so many
travelors hiave. experienced from Mexican
ofticials, and of which I have had good
ronson to complain’ in other paxts of the
£amo country, o

After some little trouble I bought four
good stout Mexican horsos that had been
partinlly broken to harness, and in good
time storted on. our journey, my party
consisting of my own family, an English-
man who was proceeding to the same des-
tination and a Moxican Moo or sorvant
who professed to be a'good conchman ; we
were joined by a Moxican . Colonel with
his lady and married man servant who
also had his wife with him,

The fixst start ns is frequently the case
was nobt without its unpleasant incidenta,
but finally we got fairly on our road to
the interior; our ‘route was through a
nenrly level country not far from the
Southern bank of the ‘Rio Grandein a
Westorly direction towards the city of
Montoroy which was to be our first rest-
ing place ; in the whole course of my tra-
vels, I have never seen a country 5o well
stocked with game as this was from the
time wo loft Matamoras until we reached
Cndereita, within a few miles of Mon-
toroy; bevies of Quail almost under our
horses fect, flocks of wild turkeys were
secn ab nlmost overy hour of the day and
one had only to ride a fow hundred yards
off the main rond to start up hares innum-
crable, and deer from single pairs up to
hords of & dozen or more; while every
little pord of water was literally alive
with geese, cranes and other water fowl ;
in fact it was litorally a hunters’ paradise,
the only one I have overscen, The rainy
sunson was ovor, the crops were ripe and
harvested, being in the latter part of the
month of October; the country was still
covored with vordure and all the streams
wore full. I knew how all this would be
changed in the course of two or three
months, when what appeared now to be
an' oarthly paradise would bo converted
into almost a desert, the ground would be
bare, the strenms and ponds nearly oral-
togethor dry under tho influence of a
burning sun and scorching winds, while
ab the Dest of timoes this district has an
evil reputation ag the honié of all kinds of
malarial discases ; we howover eseaped
exposcd though we were to its ¢vil influ-
ences, not one of the party experienced
the slightest ill effects from otir’ daily and
nightly exposure. 'We were assured at’
Matamoras that thord was not the slight-
esb dangor of our being molested by rob-
bers or Indians betweon thab dity ‘and
Monterey, ‘but that: beyond the latter
placo tho rond was -very dangerous, as
travelors wore constantly being assaulted
by both classes ‘of evil minded men; the
Indiang (Comnnches% showing no mercy
to those who might be so unfortunate as
to fall into their hands; while the Mexi-
can bandit was usuilly.content, with only
dtlespoi]ing his victitis "of all their mova-
bles, R

Strange that this large tract of magni-
ficont land that'would if brought inte cul-

tivation maintin hindreds of thousands
of iuman beings, should be still in & state
‘of nature, and almost uninhabited; in fact

it-wag'quite an event to meet or to over-’

take one traveler in the: course of -n days
“jdtrhoy, ‘from sunrisg ‘to’ ¢
when wa did‘drrive at &' rancho or even
“village,the cliaiices were. that, although
in'd Jand teeming with natural wealth, we
should’ not. be ableto. purchase, at any
price; dither ‘provisions-for’ ourselves, or
corn or;fodder for our ahinials, - 7.
*Fortunately I hid-taken the precaution
to lny-in’ a good “stocky/of hord, bisouit,
"diied beef, coffee, sigarand -other neces-
‘saries in’ Matamoras,” 805that for some
time we &id not fare badlyon.the whole,
but our animals frequently - did;:although
I invariably {purchased all ‘the“corn for
them thet we' could conveniontly carry
‘whenéver an opportunity offered; the fow
inhabitants of the country we  were pass-
ing through, appeared to be all in a state
‘of absolute want of the commonest neces-
“maries of life; ab the sanio time they seem-
“ed to be porfectly, not only satisfied with,
-but resigned to their Iot, and to have no
-desire to improve it; or perhapsin chari-
ty,. one might suppose, ‘that seeing no
reasonable’ hope of  improvement, they
wete philosophically vesigned to vegetate
and not to live. L }
" One_of the main eauses of the desert con-
dition of this fine land, wasand'is, the fact
that it is all owned inimmense tracts by o
fewindividunls, searcely oneof whom dares
to live on his property, but leaves it in
charge of an Administrator ar Mayor-
domo, while he himself lives in compara-
tive safety in the Capital of the State, or
perhaps in the City of Mexico itself, on
such a portion of the xents as his agont
can collect or think proper to send him;
some of these cstates contain as much
land as some countics in the United States
and Cunada, and are nearly all devoted to
pasturage only. . .
We finally nrrived at the good old city
of Montercy, the scene of ono of the tri-
umphs of the American army a few years
provionsly ; T saw the same type of build-
ings that I had been accustomed to sce in
the Midland States of the County, inhab-
ited by the same type of human beings, it
was Mexito agnin, unchanged, and at that
time I thought unchangeable; I little
thought how soon a chango was to take
place which would operate liko the *“Elixir
of Life" and by gotting rid of old ideas of
exclusiveness, the country has since been
opened up to foreign entorprise and lib-
erality of opinion,  and is fast getting cov-
ered with a network of railronds, which
will soon place Mexico in & very .respect-
able position amongst the civilized nations.
Here we pub up at the old time
“Moson,” a squaro walled enclosure, with
rooms around threeof thesides, stablea &e.,
on the remaining side, and n large open
gpace in the contro; these ronms boast of a

door, onewindow, araised placeorporbaps a .

wooden structure for a bed, one pine ta-
ble, one chair and one candlestick, and all
‘this accommodation for the sum of one
quartor of a dollar per diem ; for the ani-
mals a chargo of n medio real (6] conts) is
mado ‘por djor,-and it is expected the
guests will purchase all the supplies thoy
require from tho House, provided thoy
can be supplicd, although-it- 15 not estab-
lished as & rule, md as n natural conse-
quence the Houso is seldom provided with
‘any large amount: of such supplics.
natead of romaining in this city as I
intonded, for onc day to rest ourselves
and to recruit.our animals, we were com-
pelled to remnin cightéen. | had handed
my heavy luggage to an American team-
ster, who engaged to deliver /it in Mon-
terey within a cortain period, which would
have -suited my plans admirably, but un-
fortunately he had engaged in some smug-
gling transpctions, had; had all his train
seized by tho Customs authovities, had
crossed into Toxas; hirved a band of armed
men who rescued his property, snd had
finally: reached his destination nearly
twenty days bohind time; this delsy was
the canss of groat inconvenienca and eon-
siderably increased: expenditure to me, as
woll as of much tneasiness to my friends
in Guanaxuate who did not know what

o’ gunset ; and

had become pfrpe. T
‘The day before wo left Monterey ru-

‘mours, were afloat’ that large bodies of
“Comanche Indisns had "been seen in the.

neighborhood of the City, who would in-.

‘evitably infest the road wo had to” trayel
‘ns for many loagtes ‘this crossed the track

they alivays ‘used in their periodical .in-
cursions into the more settled purts of, the:
country; and: on the day we' loft it was

“currently reported that they had assault-

¢d the littlo village' of Santa Catarina

which is alnost in the suburbs, however|

unpleasant this news wag to me, I could.
not afford to'let it delay me any longer;

"50 we took up our line of march, deter-

ined to run the ‘gauntlet; our road loft
the village a short distance on our left

“hand, but on_attempting to cross a small

sbrenmm at & short distance from it; o hrute
of & horse baulked in tho middle, and fin-
ally laid down and: broke the tonguo of
the wagon to which he wasattached ; this
was & misfortune for which we were not

‘prepared, and I even fenred ‘it would not

admit of repmir, a3 the wood was of very
inferior quality, scarcely strong enough to
mako a gallows to hang the man who used
such’inferior wood for such sn important
purpose; a fate he richly deserved to
meet; after no little trouble we got to the
other side and werd compelled to go to
the village for repairs, ‘
We drove into it and almost through it
without seeing or hearing a humin being;
it appeared to be completely desorted; 1
however saw a blacksmiths shop and there

.stopped to reconnoitre ; after,some dolay

a miserablo looking individnal appeared
from gome hiding place, and announced
the fact that he was the blacksmith him-
solf; with a deal of coaxing I got him to
apply his science for my benefit, and after
& timo the tongua was spliced, and two
bands of iron put on the splice to make all
secure, coe :
By some means our . arrival. beeome
known, and soon people begun to appuar
from most unexpeeted quarbers, evincirig
unbounded astonishmant at our hardihaod,
and assuring ug, that we were running wil-
fully into danger by proceeding on our
journey at that time ; but I told them
*Needs must -when the devil drives,”

there was as much danger behind us as

bofore us, and perhaps more.

While the blacksmith was engaged with
the repairs of my wagon, & woman spoke
to e, and entrented me to go to soe her
son who hiad been badly wounded by the
Indians that morning; I told her I knew
nothing of surgery, but she still persisted
in her desire, and to please the poor soul,
who was ovidently in great distress, 1 ae-
companied her to her house; here I found’
the poor man stretehed on a mat on the
floor, lying on his stomach, with fwo
arrow wounds in his loins, one on eacl
side of the backbione, one arrow head had
been oxtracted, but the other was deeply-
buried in tho body, the shaft having
dropped off, he was bleeding internally
and ovidently sinking fast; I told the paor
aflicted mother what I thoight, and that
no liuman means could save her sons lifo;
in fact he died before wo loft the village, :
" He had been ono of four in charge of
stock that were pasturing near the village
but whether horses, mules or cattle T-have
forgotten, they were attacked in tho grey
of the morning, quite uncxpectedly by a
band of Comaches, three were killed on
the spot, he ran for dear lifo and while
running was shob in the back with arrows;
he managed to reach the village dnd give
the alarm befors he dropped exhatsted
and dying; this thercfore was proof posi-
tive that danger did surround us, that our
task was to be no casy one, that luy before
us; unceasing vigilance and unflinching

deternination would agsist us a good deal,

but we well knew that if we should be
attacked by an outlying party of Coman-
chos, it would be at 2 time when'we should
be off our guard, and -that in all liklikood
ot one of us would escape to tell the tale;
our minds were made-up to encountor the
worst, and not te fall alive into their
hands. And 80 we journeyed on; I-can-
not say, and do not think that any of us
felt quite easy in mind at the prospect
before us but I can say that nob one indi-

vidusl of those composing our.little party,

gave utterance to_one single word mani-
festing fenr or doubt of the issue, but that

bne.and-all uppeared:to accopt ithe posi-

tion.in which. we wore placed; and .at: the
same time wus determined to do his duty.

* "Dur next objective point wag tha.city of
‘Saltillo;- but “to «réach it"we had' many

“leagues to. cover,:-and -all :the time by
‘nigT

b and by - duy;, exposed ibo’assaults,
which, if delivered by Comanche Indians
ity their' iisual style would inevitably anni-
hilate thd:ithole party; with our minds so
engrossed and:‘our nerves 8o highly strung,
every hillock:dppeared to ‘hide and every

_clump, of trees or:thickeb to, contain the

drended foos; while in. this unenvinble
state of mind, our party became separated
by u distance of about' half 4" mile, owin,
to the wretched state of the raad that ha
heen flooded by the recent rains; t",]id san-

dy knolls would bo dry and offer ‘no im.
-pediment to our-onward march, while the

clayey hollows “would be ‘converted” into
tenacibus mud, ‘causing considérable delay
to the eprringe that might be in it ab the
time, while the ‘other huving struck the
sandy knoll on the other side would ¢on-
tinue it march, sométimes covering quite
adistance, and so causing a separation in
the party; in one of these sepurations the
earringe of the Mexican Colonel was in
‘front, while ours was just emerging from
a muddy spot, when his man came back
on'the gallop requesting nssistanice as his
master was boing' attacked; I 'left the
Englishman to bring on my party and
rode on myself to the front; when I ar.
rived the Colonel told me he hiud seen the
heads of some men protrude from’among
the bushes nbout two hundred yards
ahead, and had thought it prudent to take

to cover and hasten on my arrival; I could *

a3 yeb sev nothing to cause alarin, dfter
waiting awhile my cariage arrived, I put
wy vife and children under ¢over as woll
us I could, gave my wife one of my revol-
vors for a purpose 'she well understood
and was prepared to execute, and then
commenced to tako mieasures to ascerthin
what foundation there was for alarm; I
took to the woods on my right and keep-
ing under cover ag mueh a8 possible, ng-
vanced to reconnoitre; after having ad-
vanced about one hundred yards in this
fashion, T canght sight of a party of im-
perfectly armed men, lying in ambuslhi ap-
parently for our party; fortunately before
firing on them I saw some mules with
packsaddles on them, some bules of mer-
chandise near them and the smouldering
remains of a fire whero there had been an
encampment over night; they wore evi-

“dontly a party of muleteers who were tak-

ing the suine precautions aguinst an abtack
from us; that we were against an attack
from them; with: somo little dificulty
contmunication was established between

,us, mutunl explanations followed, -and I

returncd to release my party, from their
state of anxiety, here 1 found the Colonel
and his man with theijr fivearms fully pre-
paved for.the attack, the Englishman at a
little distance watching over my party,
and these o nicely hidden in’ the  bushes
and long grass that I almost stepped on
them before 1 saw them; this alarm so
Lappily dissipated, we contiuned our foil-

‘gome journey without- further personal

alarm until we reached the city of Saltillo,
not however without scoing in the recent-

-1y burnt homestends on our road suflicient

ovidence to prove to us thab it was riot a
hath of roses; fortunately for us the rond
itself soon 'dried up and as we were gott-
ing out of tho track of “the rains it con-
tinued dry, in fnct-we were fast approach-

ing the great table land of Mexico, a ¢on- -

tinuntion southwards of what has been
callod the great American Desort; in some

‘parts this tablo land almost merits the

name, but in others, where' wator can bo
procured, its soil proves to he very fruit-
ful. o Noaap.

The IDEAL RECEIPT BOOK; only 2 ots.
Address The Ideil Agoney, Kankakee, Il1,

For Sale! -

1 Coverad Phacton inade te order, cost $200.

_Price $12. .
1 Light Buggy, in first-oluss order, Prico $70,
10pen Wagon, light and strongly built, Price §50,
D, THOMAS & €0,
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