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TZE iDEÂLTE sHZp.
1.

There'à a tit, tafi sblp lu the bay,
83he la black as the darkneea ef nigit.

And her cordage and abrenda
Are as grlm as tb. cleuds

Thaât fold up a tewpet'a mnight.
Thora l. uougbt of UNfetuat the oye eau trace

On ber deeka above or below,
No seutînel watch on hl& lou.ly round

To challenge a frand or fo ;
And thb. urmnrlug waves as tbey flow o'er the. bar,
Dah Up onl ber aides wlth a dismal jar.

'IL
There's a red, rad inn ln the west 1

And the heavens are crlmson and golcI,
And the. tory of 1f.,
Wlth lia strmigglee and trlfe,

lu another short day bath beau told.
And tbe ablp rides till by the bar ln the bay,

Where abs rode tilt the uidnlgbt aped;
When ber anchor weigb'd sud ber plteh black ail&

By invisible bande were upread;
And the llght on the lighthouie tow'r fiash'd blue
Au ber ahadowy formn fron tthe bay wtbdrew.

8he bas gene, gone ont te the Wet;
Yet nover a sal'. te be sien,

Save the llinrarn'a smick
Tbat lIi lu the track

When the moouligbt failte betwa.
And 1 wander alone ou the. allant abr.,

Witii lie »aibella dowu at my fiet,
Witle a aid, aeft wlnd lu aepulcbral toue

Koîpe lime tu my own iieart's beat.
And 1 Wondar if ever a abip were there,
Or a &un lu the. weit, or a golden air.

IV.
Oh 1 lhe tall, hall ailp, and the @aun,

And the ses, were a dros. lu my bralu,
Wbea tiie tiret brlght ray
0f the. new-born day

Flaa'd dewn on my wludow pane,
A conrier pale aud jadeS witb speed,

Drew np at my portai door;
-And tbe nowa he breught waa the death of a frieud,

Wiiosea roe 1 abuld bear ne more.
Thui bearta efl feel, tbrough îLe apell of a dream,
The qulckenîng tonsh ofeavent&a numen.

A WOMAN'S STRATAGEM.
BY 1. RICHARDSON.

il-
lt was a niontli later, and a traly liot day

had brouglit a pleesaut thougli ratlier sultry
evening.

Teston Court was entertaining a few viaitere
-tlie inevitable Mrs. and Miss Sinclair and
some more uninterestiug, friends ef Mr. Willa,
wlio were te make the duli place merry for
about a wesk.

Everest Beauclerc was he-ard tÔ pronounice the
merriment a liundredfold worse than the dul.
nase; but perliaps e i ad become more recon.
ciled te the dulinesf; of late ince the new lionse.

keprhdimrod everything.
Wihhecigar aliglit, lie strolled on tewards

the slirnbbery, where lie and Miss Smith lied
met that firet evening.

It was a very remarkable thîng that they lad
met there nearly svery evening since, and te.
niglit, thougli the grand piano wus laking and
tliundpring under Miss Sinclair's toucli, and
thougli that lady would have beeu ready and
willing to jump up from lier operatie perform-
ances and accompany Beaucliere had elie known
that lie preferred a meenliglit stroîl te music,
Everest crosaed the garden quietly alone, and
made for the walk the housekeeper found attrac-
tive.

16It is a refit te tilk te a women like Misa
Smithi after lisening te that atupid dhatter in
the drawing.roem," lie said, and quickened hie
ste as lie saw the flutter of a own aliead.

'ut in another moment lie lard the sound
of voices, and paussd, reoognizing Miss Smith'a.

Sha wss seying, " Then, if yen ai e quite Satie-
fied witli me, sir, we may consider it an arranged
thing that 1 amn te stop on. I have triad my
bebt te suit sud pisses ye."

"IMiss Smnitl," mid the second voice, and
the ponderous utterances were Mr. Willa', 1"1
bave neyer beau snited as yen suit me. My
lieuse and ererything about it are perfect, I aay
openly, since yen have undertaken tlieir guid-
ance. Lat me thank yen."

Beauclerc, pressing up behind a trea, saw dis-
tinctly bis werthy cousin take Miss Smitli's
emal aud, and atteîîîpt te raise it te hie lips.

«"1Old real !" le muttered.
MiseS mithi snatched it away, and put it for

salety behindlier.
98Clever, sensible girl 1" thouit Baaucloec

«"«Don't settie him away, then, " recomrnended
Misa Smith, keeping her liands well ont of
danger, and retreating saslher master advanced
in a way Beauclerc could flot cornmend suffi-
cientIy.

idBut I have thought of a way of remedying
my loncliness," continued the old gentleman,
grinning in the most tender manner.

'«Old Chieshire cat !" ejaculated Everest, ai-
mobt aloud.

" Indeed !" said Miss Smith, very hurriedly.
"How dark the moon is to-night-I mean
how dark the nigltit l without the moon ; le flot

"Your eyes are liglits I prefer to the moon.
Sweeter, fairer orbs by far are they than any
world in yonder sky ! " began Mr. Wills, with a
preparatory clearing of his throat.

"«Oh, now you are quoting paetry 1" cried
the girl, in pretended rapture. 41I do so adore
potryl1 By the way doyo chance to know
that lovely thiag. 'The "Old Man to his Even -
ing Toad t' You're just stepping on a toad;
that remiuded me of it."

" Toad-where ?" ejaculated the old man,
darting back; and, taking advantage of the
movement, Miss Smith quickly passed him.

But though fliglit wae in hier power then, she
heaitated a moment te say, in a constraiued
kind of toue, " You don' t suppose that either
Misa Sinclair or Mr. Beauclerc will oppose your
littpl ans about them ? It la certain to lie al
settled to-night, 1 suppose?1 I ask because,
though only a housekeeper, 1 shouid net like te
be behindliaud in my congratulations."

Sliejerked out the last wQrd as if it had stuck
in lier throat.

,"1You are only a honeekeeper now, tru, " said
WilIs, with the pomposity of an antocrat.
You may be ouly a honsekeeper for some littie
time longer; but, Miss Smith, unless yen,.
by unseemly levlty, cause me to change my
opinions reepecting you-and I hardly think
you will be weak enougli for that-a grander
position floate in my mind for you, my dear. "
H e stepped up and Bèauclerc set hie teeth as
lie saw the o[d gentleman grinning meaningiy
into the cîttar, 'lurprised gray eyes. "«My littie
dear, liow ahould you like to be mistress of
Teston Court?1 Does that take your breath
away, eh 1"

"Completely !" elie exclaimed.
And, quick as a rabbit, she scudded off down

thepath to the bouse.0OIdWilsa chuckled for tbree minutes to him-
self, ejaculated "Pretty dear 1" and then, pro.
ceeding also to the bouse, met hie cousin.

"«Everest," said lie, pompoualy. "Iyou wili
oblige me by proposing to the lady of your
ehoice-perliaps it maybte more correct to say
tlie lady of my clioice-without fartlier uselesa
delay. Miss Sinclair le in the drawing-room,
and the evening je clear and balmy. Ask lier to
circle the garden with you, and arrange aIl in
as graceful a manner as Yeu can. Circumetances
have arisen whicli make me-aliem !-desiroua
tliat thie marriage of yours sliould be hastened.
Proceed then, my boy."

"«To propose marriage, witli your fulleet cou-
sent and approval, to the lady of my and your
choice 1" eaid Everest, quietly. "'AIl riglit,
cousin; I will.",

Misa Smithi, thongli she had ecudded to the
lionne so fieetly, liad not gone inside it, after al,
nor liad she corne ont again, for Beauclerc, after
a verv little liunting over lawn and shubbery,
aaw lier white dress gleaming against the clematis
by the study wiudow.

There wss no creature nor liglit in the tudy.
She was leaning againet tlie closed wiudow,
witli ler liande loosely clasped before lier, lier
clear, lovely eyee raised to study the stars; azid
she just nodded, and did not speak, wlien ehe

reouzdBeaucerc. Presumably she expected
him to pane lier, and go on to the drawiug.room,
but lie etopped.

" Miss Smith, I feel awfully nervous," lie
began. " What do yon think my cousin just
demanded of me."

" Wlat t" somewhat eliarply.
" That, witliout fartlier circuinlocation or

preparation, I ahail offer myself in marna .egte
the lady of my own and hie own choice. Now.
in yonr candid opinion, don't yen think it is a
littie precipitate Y Or do you think, as lie does,
it is the very evening for a man to risk hie
fate 1"-owerng hie toues softly.

No answer. Thie white figure ýseemed to
shrink a little more into the sliadow of the
window, sud the hatiess, dgrk liead turued
aa y3._ . . ... .- -

neyer kuowe. She le very levable, 1 daresay-
She certainly is net haudsome ."-spitefully.

«"She is dewnrlght plain. But what mattars
that 1"

-" Wlat, indeed T Beauty le but ekiu.deep,
and rooney lasts, dees't it T Oh, by the bye,
tliong"-in affected remembrace,-" yen wish
it understood that yen don't care mucli fer Miss
Sinclair's money ?

"I. wish it distluctly understood by yen"-
lie smiled as lie laid the little empliasis upon
the prenun-"' that I loathe Miss Sinclair's
moue y't

46Heow nice, and liononrable, and ail that"-
Miss Smith langlied bitterly-" that sunde,
dees net it ? And you are the moet docile cf
cousine, and the meet obedient cf heirs 1 Pray
do net let me dafer this act cf amiability, sud
this offering cf a true lieart sud a ready hand te
the lady yen have so obligingly permitted your
clicice te iest upo n. Pase on te the drawing.
roem, Mr. Beaucerc; 1 hear Miss Sinclair stili
tlinmping on the piano there"

" If I could only be certain that the girl I leve
cared eue straw fer me 1 It is se ignominions te
be refused, Miss Smith, I liardly dare venture."

"Oh, yen won't lie refnsed. Your cousin lias
emeethad eut a nice easy patli for yen. Just
go up in yeur calm, uuexcited manner, sud tel
lier--"

"Tell lier," lie interrnpted, quickly, laying
oe liand on lier arm, and as she glancad lu sur-
prise at tlie movement lier eyes for a mement
met hie, suddalie ttlrned white, then flushed crim-
son,-" tell lier that I love lier with my anti-e
lieart sud strength; beg lier te have compas.
sion on me, sud try te care a littîs, if elie ca't
care manch, fer if she wou' t have me, 1 swear no
ether woman on eartli shall t" Hnrrladiy and
passienately lie epoke ; then checked himeelf,
sud weut back te hie usual mocking, careless
accents. " Will something cf that sort do,
Mise Smithi T"

" I think se," replied she, very faiutly.
«'Leat go my arm, please, Mr. Beauclerc 1"

"And when I have said se mucli may 1 put
my arme round lier seot-suiting the action te
the word,-" may I klss the dear, sweet lips 1
love better than any in the werld, so !- may

"Let me go, let me go, Mr. Beauclerc ! How
dare yeu-hew can yen inenît me like this T"
cried the girl witli tears in lier voles. i"It is
unmanly, nngentlemanly-shamefnl t "-strug.
gling to free hersesf in wrathfnl pride.

" Shameful te tell yen that 1 love yen se
dearly that I can't live without yen t Nay, yen
euceuraged me te the confession ycnreelf, sweet-
est, remember ; yen must listen te it new.
Yen, sud yen elone, are my cholce-and my
cousin'e, toc, for that matter, for himsîf theugli
net fer me-that le the enly diversity. I ceuld
neyer have maried Miss Sinclair if I1liad neyer
seen yen. Havirîg seen yen-oh, we are wsst-
ing time lu talklng like this. Put your arms
round my neck, darling, and say that yen for.
givewail nîy impertinence; and that thougli yenknos little of me yen like what yen have
seau se well that yen will'take the reet upon
trust. And, by the way, wliat is ycnr Chrus-
tian namne -for 1 can't caîl yen Miss Smith
after this. You de cars for me, don't yen,
dearest î1"

di1 love yen, " ehe whispered, fendly. luspita cf msny resolutiens te the centrary, I
have beau just as haîples in the matter as yen.
My naine la Gertrude ; but stop a moment,
dear. Befere yen say anything more-yes, be-

blundering asenet te know te wliom lielias
pledged hie affection sud life. sucli as it is, Mr-.
Wills f"

diUpen my seul, if it La net te yen, I den't
kncw anythiug about it," gasped the perplexed
old gentleman.

Me? I wonld net have him. 0f course lie
knew that ; but when 1 feund ont by mare
chance this meruing that lie liad promised te
marry oeeof these niecas cf yeurs t hat yen pre-
tend te liste se, I ewu I was surprised. I have
se often heard yen say liew yen detested thoe
people-liow yen avolded them."

ilWhat peopleT" asked poor old Wille, star-
ing.

'«Your sister.iu-law, Mrs. Wills, sud lier
plain, affected, grasping daugliters. "I1 theuglit
yen liatad them."

"And yeu thougit rightly."
"And yet yen have let yenr cousin sud heur

promise te marry oee1" laughing spltsfully.
"«Oh, den't yen knew anything about it ? Weli,
then, I arn glad I have teld yen, for perhaps it
is net ton late for semething te be doue. If any.
ene can do it, cf course yen can," smiliug beau.
tifnlly upon him. " This merning, by the
mai-est accident, Mr. Wills, I happeued te
catcha glimpse cf a latter Everest liad had frein
Mrs. WIils,. saying licw delighted she was
about hie engagemeut te lier dangliter Gertrude.
Where hae met lier I ca't think. They seamsd
te, me, fi-cm wliat I conld net lielpjust catching
lu the latter, yen know (li sait next me when
lie read it), te, have fallen in loe with ssch other
fi-cm staying together in the same lionne."

Mr. Wilis gesped sud suerted, sud appeared
on the verge of a fit.l'«Yen are surs it was a latter frem Mrs. Wille,
my sister-in-iaw, aud that it said Everest was

ugaged te lier dagliter Gertrude T"
Heé-tnrned hie crimeon visage, with its anger

sud its surprise, te read hie cempaniou'e,
fiercely.

" I arn perfectly certain. I sair the pest-
mark, the signature, and as mucli as I have told
yen of the inside of the latter. Yeur cousin
Everest is augaged te Mrs. Wills' dangliter
Gertrude," nid Miss Sinclair, truthfuliy.

Old Wille, rushing frautically about te, find
the yonng cousin wlio lad so dafied, so betrayed,
se surprisad him, cama upen Miss Smithi, sitting
lu the shade pickiug currants, sud ebe, noting
lie liair standing on end with excitement, hie
liat fôrgotten, hie coun tenance rainbow- lued,
sud hie featurea twitching fiarceiy, natnralUy
enougli enquired, "What is the matter ?"

Ha stepiped, sud she lceked s0 cool, s0 cern-
posed, se pleasant thare in the shade, with the
crimsen-huad fruits about lier, that ha could net
resiet the temptatien cf telliug lier hie troubles-
juet talking it over with lier, because she was
se sensible.

She tisteued meet sympathetically, letting
lier basket cf currants tlIow unheeded ever hie
feet, and, raieiug lier large, clear.seeing eyes te
hie heated, glaring orbe, sud when lie had
talked himealf eut fer awhile she uttered ne
semblance cf flippancy, only said, sweetly, i-est-
iug lier liead the whie on lier baud, i think
I could do semething in this matter, Mi-. Wills,
if you weuld employ me on your sida. I knew
tliesa peeple-these dauglitere of Mrs. Wills.
Tliey are intimate acquaintances cf mine.-

"«Yen ouglit to ha ashaîned cf ycur acquaint.
unces, then ! Why wa3 this fact conceslad
fiem me T You, Miss Smith, wliom 1 have
trnsted, on intimate terme with these-those

fore yen ki8ss me again-listen te just s few But ehe stopped hie imperions raproacli with
words I muet tell yen. " an imriloring glance.

The murmur of conversation want on ini the 'l'Now, dou't tsay anything nnkind, pleasa.
quiet spot. Misd Sinclair in the drawing-room It is s lucky thing -for yen that 1 can boast of
hammerad, sud yawned, sud wondered where intimacy witli thoe-those-lucky that 1 lisp.
Everest was ; sud Wills, still in the gai daî peu te have s certain liold over this parti'aular
smoking, thouglit cf many tliinge ; amoug them Gertrude. I suppose a--" heeitating, sund
how amenable te reason ws.s Everest, sud hew picking a cerrsut or tw-" I1 suppose, Mr.
plessant sud taking a person Miss Smith, culy Wills, yen would not object te soe littie Ti--
this latent fiippsncy juet discernibie in lier wsrd if 1 succaeded in making the girl break off
muet lie cruslied in the bnd. Flippancy wae a lier engagement. Yen wonld coneider me de.
thing the mastar of Teston Court abhorred. serving cf sema amaîl racompensa if througli
Snea y Miss Smith was toc sharp te spoil the my mans a latter frei Gertrude raeounciug
grand lienour looming before lier by fiippancy. Ernest Beauclerc lay in yenr hands.

* C C * *"M y iife-leng gratitude sud admiration," ha
The uay waek at Teston Court came te, an end. suggeeted, premptly ; and leaning ever the cur-
The day befere the Sinclairs left, Wille wliies-suat bush, lie stretchad foxth two large, patron.pered te hie cousin, with machi mesnn,oazn g iue."ie mt-no, don't shriuk

thi-cugli the daring question allgltbey ? away lu ehynase, my dear; yon do't know
Will se hava yen, eh T" what reward may be yeure. Ahem t1 Wel

I teck your advice sud popped the ques4tion perlis we hsd beet now say enly this-that
straiglit, and the consequenca le w. are eîîgagad, beld ides, reversals cf ail my hitherte preju-
she sud 1," Upen. raceipt of which geod news dices, lie seethiug here," teuchiug hie distnrbsd
cld Wille want up with many baaming grins te liair. IlBut yen de keap lieuse se cosiiy, yonr
Miss Sinclair, put hie hand fsmiliarly ution liers, scups and yenr curries are se splendid, that I
sud said, "I congratulate yen, ry dear, I do, dety any manx te blame me if my head gets i-un
upon my seul, theugl parliape it may net be aw ay witli by my heart. "
etrictly lu my place so te declare mysel f. " I"Or your stomacli t" snggeatsd the lieuse.

The ycung lady slirank away frein hie baud a,4 keeper, seftly. IlDon't let us wsudsr fi-cm the
if it liad beau a nettle, aud drew herself tip like subject, Mr. Wills. WiiI yen give me tweuty
a vinegar ci-net. ponde if wlthin a waek this digraeueng-

IlMay 1 ask what these congratulstionese nient is broken off r'aefle"ae
obligiugty pourad upon me rafar te, Mr. "1Twenty pounds t Aham, dear Miss Smitht

"O, ei cypsyu caimi-t latd -twenty poaude is a large sain t"
"' O, yu cy, layul harer Wht d IlUnies4. the lady hersail releases hlm, netliey refer te t Wliy, te your engagement with pwei- yoe au ise wil1 have sny sifect upon.Mr-.

my cousin, Everest Beauclerc, er course. Now lleauclerc. I know anougli of hini te b. sure of
de't lie cross. Ilia las juet told me that lie is that. If yen Promise me new ton ponnds-a
engaged. Yas, lie teld me himself, deaa Miss mai-e fleabite te yen-I promise yen that girl
Sincelair." tiliati î'auounce liai- lever. If she does not re-"oH. did net tell you that I was lu thiat un- nounce him within a week, don't pay lue, that
happy pliglit." Miss Siuclair's eya waxit brigh li a al!leI it werth tan pounde or nut te break
with epite, the colour roee in lier cliceks, sud this eugageiuefit off ? Yen were rnaking more
se grew almeet handeome. "Ha is engaged than tan poundis w9rth of ovai- it juest uow, I
riglit ongh. Oh, yes-uo mistake about that. think."1
Buty ou don't mean te ssy-yen can't meau me IlSay fiva peunds," snggested the iici man,
to thiuk that yen ai-a se dense, se biind, se set tly.
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