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OUR CENTENNIAL STORY.

THE BASTONNAIS:
A TALE 0F THE AMERICAN INVASION 0F CANADA IN 1775-76.

By JOHN LESPERANCE.

BOOK I.

THE GATHERING 0F THE STORM.

Xl1.

Batache gave a sinîgle mîomenît to deliberatioîî.
He- stod sileuthy lioldincg tlîe latcli of thc loscd
<or. Thîeî lie walk'd 'slowly scross the roora
andî 'îitcrcd beliind the chintz curtains of tlîe
little alcovi . ',hat ie did there is uîiknown,
but w-len lie issued forth lus face was liard set,

cvrylneauîîeiît iemrimig tlie stamnp of resoiution.
He 'took up thc silver casket whici liad been
left in bha charge aud balaîîced it in bis bauds.
It 'vas ieavy, but lieavier still arpeared te lirn
thc respensibility whidli iL entaihed, if onue mighît

uge from the deep sigh whici escped im.
1e ghanced at littie Blanche, but she stihh

1lmbered iuiethy, witi lier liead resting on the
w-ahliid bent over lier shoulder. Velours was
more wakeful, looking furtively at lier master
frora tic corners of lier eyes but, knowing lis
habits w~elh, site did net deeni it prudent te stir
frora ler nest or inake any noise.

"Tiare is s place of ail others," miunxmued
Batocl-,. " w-hîcre I nîay bide this heyond ail fear
of deteetioîî. There neithier the birds of the air,
nor Lie beasts of the forests, utor the aye of man
will ever discover it. Blancdhe ouly will know,
but 1 will not tell lier îiow-. Sie aleepsansd it
is well."'

Ha tlien pla-ed the casket under lis amui sud
stole nut of the lieuse. 11e teck a footpath
leading froni lus cabuîî otei Falls, sud iaving
reaclicd thair sumuîit, turned te the iglit, des-
ceiîî ig tfrom on1e rock te another, until lie
rea-lied the- uepthîs of the basin. Thare lie paused
aî mîomient, lookiîîg umi, as if te ascertain bis
beariîîts. An inistant later, lie had disappeared
under the- Fail itseîf. Graspiug tlie casket more
tiglîthy under bis riglit arn, lic used hie left te
grope lus way iiiong the cold wet, wall cf granite.
The roks uiiîerîueathî lus feet, sonia round, some
augular. aonme flat, were shîppery witli the ooza of
the earthi fissures above snd the refluent foara of
thie cascade. Beside these dangers, tiera wss the
additional peril of darkness, the immenise volume
of' dese-ending waters effectuslly curtsining eut
tha igliît e uaven. Wlien lie liad sttaincd about
thia middle of the distance betweeuî the two
bamîks of the. river, Batochia paused and stooped
;ît the îîouîthî of an aper-ture whicli weuld admit
oîîhy lus heit body. Withiout fstaing, sud as
if surec of bis locaity, lie thîus entcrad into the
subterîsuea -svity. Hea was gene for fuly hall*
an heur, but w-len lie issued forth, hie straiglît-
ened hitaseif up witli case, sud by the assistance
cf bis two hîands, rapidhy retraced his stepa te
the foot cf tiue Falls. Tiiere lie stopped, looking
aboyeansd around hiiîn, to assure hinasaif that lia
ivas reillly ahoîîe witli lis secret.

But ne, lie was was net alona. rpen the
brow cf the w'aterfshl, aioug the perlions ridge,
w'lerc the torrent plunges sheer inte the cliasma
belcw, a fragile figure ini white irlided slowly
witli face turned towards him. Her yelhow hair,
honnîd witli s filiLe about lier forahead, feil loose
uPo" ier shionîders, there wuasthe iglit of love
iu lir eyes sud a 8w-cet sînile irrsdiated lier lips.
11cr white liands hung at lier sidas, sud frora
uînder the Item cf lier flowing garli, a tiny,
snow)P foot appeared-'bsrcly teuclîing tie surface
cf the water.

Wliat was it-a îîhantom or s reality ? A
miotkery of thie vapol- sud the niglut, or a spirit
of (God tmuly wslkiîîg over Lhe watersa? Wc
caummt say, or ratimer w'e shah net stop te
inquire. Èiuough that the poor old hermit 85W
it, aînd seing was traîusported ilte ecstacy. His
wliole beiîîg appearcd tratisfused ilîto tic etierea
vision whidli shone before lita. Tic grosa eut-liues cf ciii age sud siabhy costume w'ere melted
inte the besotiful formas cf exultation snd rayer-
-mce. Under tic misty inoon, undar the faint

liglit cf tlie stars, lie feul upon his kaces, streteli-
cd eut his arms, sud lis face turued eageriy up-
wards in tlie absorption cf prayer.

"Once muore, O Clama 1 Once more, O0rny daugli-
ter 1 It is long since I have seen yout, sud ny
<laya have passed sadly in the leiesomencscf
solitude. You couiceonce more te sm-ile upon
your oid father, sud bring a biessing upon your
orphsn chid. S-le sleeps sweetly yondem near
the hearthî. Pretect lier front the harra whicli I
kaow mîust ha iînpending sud cf whicli youm vis-
itation is the warniiug. You are the guardian
augel cf my cabin, sbieidiîîg it frontalal tic
dangers whidh have threatened it tiase raany
years. Give nme s sigu cf your assistance sud I
siai-ie onn."..

cf the Waterfall, sud seize the token which hie
imniplored. But iii this hie was disappointed.

Net a w'erd ber lips did tler, sud witlîeut a start or
flutter,

She crossed ber hande tipon bier hosom lu the attitude
of prayer ;

And bis stricken souil hegniling witb the sweetness cf
ber smiling,

Raised ber hright eyes up te beaven, sud sîo-w1y
mnelted mie oair.

A thick bank cf Cloud floated lu the sky,
veiliug thaernooîî. Tic stars îaled, sud it was
very dark. The great Falls tliundercd with a
sulhen oar. Tic wind hast agaiîust the foreet
tracs witli a moan. Ticeliarmit kneit once
more and engaged for a long ime in silejut
praver ; tien rising, returncd directly te lis
but. He found little Blaniche standing iii the

middle cf thc ermansd in tic fülllihgt cf tic
liearthu, with a scared look in bier brilliamit, black
eycs. H1e stcoped te kise lier, sud noticing tic
supper still untasted on tic table, said:

"'Yen have estemu ncthuîg, nîy dear."
1I cannot est, grandpapa"

"Then go te sleap. It is late."
"I cannot slaap."

The old man undaratcod. The white wiugs cf
the mctlier's spirit liad hovarad oer the clild.

" Than pray, " lie said.
And droppiug on lier kucas, little Blanche

repeated al LIe prayers which hiem godmether,
Pauline Belment, lad tauglit lier.

XII.

THRRE RIVERS.

Roerick Hardinga's mission te Thrce Rivera
was ccmplately succcssfuh. Ha found that town
sud the surrouading country in a state cf alarma
sud exciternent çonsequeîut on Lic mardli of
avents in the uppar part cf thea pm-viutc. Tha
whicle Richelieu paninsuha was overmun with
Continental troc ps anîd the Moutreal district
W-18 virtuahhy in tlair power. The-ouiy chance
w-ns tlîat tue British srmy miglit make a stand
at Soea, whicb comamanded tic Richelieu sud
Lia St. Law'rcnce, at Lie confluence cf thiesa twe
rivera, sud accordingly aroumîd tlîat point con-
centrstad Lue intereat cf Lime w-ar ini Lie firat wcak
of Novembar. IL as only mutural, therefore,
tiat the people of Threa Riveraslihouid ha in a
tîîrmnil cf excitarnant, for if tia British ware
unable te iold their ewn at Soea, thîe w'iola cf
the St. Lawrence would ha sw-apt by the Amari-
cans, aud Threa Rivera wouhd ha the vcry naxt

place w-hicli Lley weuld occupy.
The arrivai cf Hardinga waa net calculatcd to

alhay tua axcitememit, andtihLe tidings whiclu
lia brouglit wcra spreaîh thîrough Lha towî thuat
very niglit notwitlistsndimîg ail attempta at offi-
cili secmccy. Thte Goveriîcr cf Lie town ivas
considerahly slammad.

"«The ncws fr-em aboya wasa ad enougb, " lue
saîd te lis prinîcipal sacretary, after raading
Hardinga's daspatchias, " but theicnîtelligence
froi-o balow is net mne rrassuring. Tbrca Hivers
tlîus fiîuds itself hetwaen two fires. Montgomery
frein the weat sud îîow Arnold froîn Lie aast.
I arn veu-v rancht afraid thust we shahl hava Le
succumb. And tIc worat cf ail is thiat baing
masters cf LIe intarveîuing country, wiLh emisai--
les iii al LIe villages alcng thueir rente, tiay ira-
prove tliair eppnrtuuity by tamnpariîmg witlî oui-
sinpl-mindad farîmîcra. Here la Thi-ca Rivai-s
LIa disaffection amng oui- owa people is alresdy
quite rnarkad sud I vcry ranch fear that Llis new
source of danger wihl only imirease i."

Tic sacietsry was a vei-y old malt who istenad
attentivaly te bis auperior, bitiug Lhe feathera cf
bis pan anud giviîmg etiet signa cf narvous ex-
citanuent.0

"1 ara certain, ir, LIat yen do net axaggcerate
tbe situatiomn," lie said, spaaking slowvhy, but
witli amplua8is. " We are oîu the ave of a criais,
sud I anspect that tluis ime next weak tic
tewu cf Thurea Rivai-s will be lu Lie bas o f thue

IBastoutuais. We have mne hueas of resistauce,
andevan if waliad, tiare is toc mucli dissenîsion in
our i- dat te attampt iL withu any lunpa cf auccasa.
TIe mîxt questioni which arises is whetber iL
ware hast fer you te provide foi- your cwn safety
as well as tiat cf the archives sud ragistera of-
LIa tcwa."

"I1 will do naither," mplied tic Govarnor
witi dignity. " As for myseif the duty of my
office is te ramais in chasrge until I arn dispos-
sessed by force. Parsonal violence I do net fear,
but should I ha sujected te sudh, I wihl endure
iL. Ramember that yen sud I kuow what war ie.
Wa botli passad tîrougli the terrible years
cf the Ccnqnest. Witli respect to tha archives,
yen will sac tha t tley are properly gusrded, but
Lliay muet net lie removad . The enemy are luet

lages on their route between Quebcc and Mont-
real, hoth for the sake of their commissariat and
as recruiting stations."

'lRccruiting stations ? Don't use those hiateful
words."

'lThey are hateful words, sir. But they express
a fact whieh we mnust face. 'Jnless we are very
careful, this war will be aggravated by the cir-
cumslance of many of our countrymen turning
their arms against us."

This conversation whic. we have, briefly in-
troduced in order to afford the reader glimpses of
the situation, relieved as mucli as possible fromi
the dryness of mere historical detail, was inter-
rupted by the arrivai of a miessenger who de-
livered a letter to the Governor.

*This is fromi Sorel, " exclaiîned the officiai.
"It cornes just in tirne to throw liglit upon our

affaira and will enable Lieutanant Hardinge, who
returns to-nîorrow, to bring the lateat inews to
Q uebec."'

Saying whichi lie read the despatch.
(To be coitin.ued.)

Owing to the hurry and pressure of remçoving
our offices from one part of the city to the other,
we are obiiged to cut the story short at this
point for the present, but in the next nîunber
we shall give a double instaiment.

CONVERSATION WITII NAPOLEON
À T LONG WOOD.

Before ieaving the Briars, Napoleon went to
Mr. Balcombe's apartmient.s, and invited the
younig ladies to Longwood, whiere lie said lie
would always be happy to sec themn. We
reached Longwood in safety, Napoleon evincing
no feeling of any kind that night respecting, the
change. Ncxt day, however, hie seemed irrita-
ble, and it was soîne days hefore hie eould recon-
cile himself to the place. By degrees his
irritabiiity wore off; but his anger was aroused
wben lie learniet that an order had been given
forbidding any person to enter Longwood gates
without a pass signed, by the AdmiraI ; that sen-
tinels were 1)osted ail around Longwood ; and
that Lieutenant (? 'aptain) Poppleton was to
live ini the house as his orderiy officer. Sir
George Cockburni treated him with marked kind-
ness ; allowed himi to go to a certain distance
from Longwvood alone, and permitted him to
visit any part of the islaud lic thouglht proper,
provi<ie< that if hie went beyond certain bounds
the orderiy officer w~as to attend him. Mtuch
about this timie a ship) camne from England with
despatches, and iuiforîued us that the 66th Regi-
ment liad enibarked for St. Helena. Sir George
came to Longwood with the orders lie had re-
ceived froni Eagland, and read them to Napoleon
and his generals. He also intormed Napoleon that
General Sir Hudson Lowe ivas appoiutcd Gov-
ernor of the island, and had takea his passage
on board of H.M.'s frigate Piactoîi, whielh was
expected to arrive ini about a month's time. At
this news Napoleon wasgreatly chagrined, as lie
appeareil to kniow Sir Hudson Lowe wvell. Na-
poleon remarked to the AdmiiraI, '«1 hope Sir
Hudson Lowe will act ini the saine manner as
you have <loue, then i shall be conîfortable."
Sir George bowed, and reinained sulent. Mr.
Jouies haviuîg a standing pass froni Sir George,
often came to Longwood. lu a conversation
about thec war withi Bonaparte, the latter spoke
verv highly of solue of his own geuerals, saying
that noue eouild cxcecd theiin their art. Mr.
Joues replicd, " You wvere very lucky to fali in
with such clever mn." " Not at al," said
Napoleon. " My unaxim wvas neyer to promote
any mn unlessalhe deserved it. No inatter
how hunle a man's origin might be,ý if lie
i)ossess'd menit or any..good qualities i always
encouraged him, and by experience hie prouuoted
himself. To make a tliorougly good general a
man should go regularly throu'gh ail grades in
the army-that is, lie should rise from the ranks.
If a man had talent, I developed it. Now the
practice ini the English army is always to pro-
mote persons of higli birtli-money easily pur-
chasing the commnission of a Lieutenant-Colonel
for a mîan witli littie or no niitary experience;
the sons of nobleunen eau be captains and majors
without ever having had a day's mnardi with a
reglunent, whule good soldiers who have fought
for their country ani experienced thc fatigues
ani hardships of war, if they happen to be of
obscure birth, ini low circuimstances, sud to lack
wealthy or influential friends, are totally and
most unjustiy neglected." Mr. Jonses then
asked Napoleon what lie thought of Lord Wel-
lingoton. -"Wliy,'said Napoleon, " Wellingztou

the accounts he bad read of it. " Yes," re-
C~ed Napoleoa, "it was sharp ; but if i hiad

adtknteadvire of Marahal Bertrand sudc
Marahal Ney, I could have destroyed the Eng-
lish ariny, sud afterwards have attacked the
Prussians. I was deceived. I thouglit the
Prussians were Grouchy coming to my assist-
ance. Had lie corne as I expected, the allied
army would have been anuihilated-we slîould
have taken it en flagrant délit; but Providence
turned the scale against me."

HO W A FRENCHMAN DRINKS
COFFEF.

He leans forward sud picks three lumps of
sugar frora the bowl with bis chubby flugers.
Tien lie carefully piles thera like cotton bales in
the hollow of bis spoon, which is poised across
the top of his cul) of black coffee. Then lie pours
over the sugar a tiay glass of cognac, which
costs lira ten ctents extra. The liquor fuls the
spoon sud us over into the coffee. The sugar
is now touched witli a lighted match, sud the
brandy burns with a blue flanie wiich ruas al
over the spoon sud heaps down to the liquor
which is floating on the top of the coffee. This
is the ciosing scene of tiat dramatic entertain-
ment which constitutes every true Frenchraan's
dinner. Whie the brandy is burning lie takes
out a littie book of cigarette paper sud paws with
bis fimîger and tliumb in bis ieft bresst pocket for
" pincli of tobacco. The cigarette is made witli
a skill whicli is bis natural inheritance, and
which is made perfect by the practice of yesrs-.
It is liglited ini the bine flame, sud then the
burniug sugar sud brandy are unceremoniouslv
tipped into the coffee, w'hicli is now ready to be
slowly sipped as the cigarette is sraoked. Dur-
ing ail this time lielias been talking vociferously
witli tbe field-marslial already described.

LITERAR Y.
THE report is that Mr. Disraeli h s flung off a

new novel during bis "hbours of idienegs.'

IT is stated tiat Miss Braddon will siortly go
10 the United States on a reading tour.

AN appeal la made for the relief of the widow
and eidren of the asat remaining son of Theodore
Hook, who died in poor circnmstauces.

MR. (ILADSTONE'5 Italy and lIer Ckuî-chlias
just been publighed in an Italian dress by the Marchese
CarIe Gnerrieri-Gonzaga.

COLONEL VALENTINE BAKER, Whio Vs* Sent
10 the Perso-Turkoman frontier in the sprin g of 18Î3,
bas a volume in the press, under the titie of <oming
Eveats in the Spring: TravevU on the Per8o-Turkonana
Proa*ser.

PROF. CaOOm ROBINSON, of University College,
London, is to e il a rei-iew, cf wbicb the first number
will appear in Januarv, undler the tille cf " Mid." Mr.
Herbert Spencer, Mr. Venr., the rector cf Lincoln College,
Mr. Shadwortb Hodgson, and Mr. Henry Sedgwiek, as
well as the editor, are te, coutribute to the first nimber.

RALI'H WALDo Em ERsoN'snew volume, whicli
i8 entitled ".Social Aims," comprises mach new malter,
and includes hjs essa>-s on " Poetry and Imagination,
'Eloquence,'" " Qu<talion and Originality"" Progress

of Cuiltre," - Persiau Poetry," "inspiration," sud other
articles neyer before collected.

IN examining tlie papers of the iste George
Grote, bis widow bas discovered a remarkable essay ex-
hibîting the historian's opinions cf Aristotie as a moral
leacher. This precious paper, se înteresting te the
philosephical world, is printed among a group cf
posthnmons papers, which will be published in a few
weeks.

HERBER-r SPENCER is passiouately fond of the
society cf children. He attends the Christmnas panto-
mimes in London régularly, and is a warm friend of ail
the harlequins cf the day. He ta on excellent terms
aIso with the varions species of clowns, regardinir lhem
as a necessary oulcome of nature. He is 55. and un-
married.

JOAQUIN MILLER calis Walt Whitman the
Milton cf America, and declares that he will live when
1,Ihe doine cf the Washington Capitol ne Ion er lifts ils
rounded shoulders agsinst the cycles cf Time.' Walt is
fearf*ully workednp aboul it, sud is lahouring day sud
night le say as much for Juaqîîin, but he's afraid bis
imagination will require a Jacob's ladder te reach any-
thing 10o match that "'rounded shoulders against the
cycles cf 'rime."

A RARE snd valuable book wa-s sold at the
Hôtel Dreuot lately, being a missal, on vellnm, cf
Fleînish cri gin, which had been lu the family of M. de
Ganvain, c Nancy, for more than 100 years. Il la an-
riched with twenty-three mini alunes, five smsll and
eiirhteen large. Tûe former represents the four Evan-
Irelisîs, snd Jesus taken from the 10mb by angels. The
eighteen others, with their borders, fill the wlîole page,
and some cf tlmem have numerous figures, one as many
as fourteen. This precions manuscript was put up at
1.0,000Of., and lu a few minutes was bcught for 20,0001'. by
M. Labitte, who 'was said te he acting for the Duc
d'Aumale. Il has many pointa cf resemblance with the
Bock of Houri of King Reaé, uow in the Bibiliothèque
Nationale, MSS.. No. 547.


