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foolish enongb to faîl in love ; we say foolish, because
Walter, aithougli of respectable connexions, and a
candidate for a commission in an honourable profes-
sion, was greatly inferior in station to the lady ol
his love, and, moreover, poor in worldly cireurn-
stances, although rich in the sterling qualities ol
mental svorth and education ; yet what business lias
a young man to faîl in love svith a girl aboya hirn in
life, whcn ivithal be has nor ivealth nor home to
offer lier ? But Walter bad not weig-hcd these con-
siderations, when in the full flush of a laveliness,
whieb Ivas peeuliarly hcr own, he met Frances Stan-
ley, at the house of a poor and distant relation. This
bier first appearance to him, like the golden dawn
upon the rcligious feelings of the eastcrn devotee,
breahing on lis mind, in ail the throbbing exciternent,
and with ail the irresistible fascination of love at
first siglit. It was a rare exemplification of buman
feeling, the love of WValter Montaigne for that fair
girl ! the full effeet of that passion on a mind sen-
sitive in the extreme, and glowing with ail the high
and fervid aspirations 'whicb belong to youth; nor was
bis passion unrequited by its fair object ; the gentle
Fanny, full of confidence in the pure and bonourable
profesions of ber lover, bad confessed that the
iowliest lot with him wouid be preferable to
the higyhest and poudest in the world's eye with
another. Fanny was living with a relation in
the environs of the city, whose aristocratical no-
tions would not permit him to countenanca the
addresses of ber humble lover, particulariy when to
his inferlor station in life, was adde d the prudential
consideration of bis want of ivorldly means and ex-
pectations; consequently the interviews of the loyers
wvere stolen ones, and the deliglits of these, as a
matter of course, were enhanced a thousand fold by
the circumstance of their being such. It was to one
of these stolen meetings to wbich Walter Montaigne
was repalring on the New Year'a eve in question.
Walter bad received a note from Fanny in the course
of the precedingr day, apprising him of the intended
absence of lier relations upon this evening. With
ai the impatience which the reader cati readily
imagine, thse young lover was hastening to the resi-
dence of bis nistress for the first time ; for be it
remensbered, that althougli ie have admittrÀd that
tbey had met frequently, that tbey bad, neyer met
tucre before.

Walter bas already reached tbe bomse, and, leaning
over a white wooden railing, hilruspalel
with the front of it, lie is gaziiig through a window,
from wliich thie curtain has evidently been intention-
ally withdrawn, where seated at a table, with her
soft and glowing cbeek resting- on lier smail white
band, lie beholds the beloved objeet of ail bis pas-
sionate solicitude. There sbe sits altogether alone,
ber beauty heiglitened by the liglit in the room, to
sueh a degree that it can be easily fancied divine.
Sbe is apparently waiting, hi., coming, at that instant

evidently tbinkin g oflum. Itis the liappiest monient
*of tbe young lover's life, te bim repleto with ail f1bO
*happy feelings and bright associations which at tiflCs
*cast over this grovelling world of ours, the vanr
charms of the poet's brigbtest pictunings. But lie be-
cornes impatient of this enjoyment, in wbicli lie
the sole partaker. Ha reaches the door; b is bandl
is already on tlie knocker, and in a moment le is
admittcd to ber side.

Ilaving thus conducted our lover in safety to the
presence of bis mistress, turn we for a tirne to the
contemplation of a diffeèrent scene, whicli was enact'
in- in another part of the eity. Round a table,
from whicli the cloth liad just been rernoved, 5 re
seated a party of some six or seven ladies and gfl"
tiemen, at which an elderly gentleman, of a pecUl'
arly benignant appearance, is presiding. Tihe Oîd
gentleman bas risen, and is in the act of givirlg
toast. I-is features, on whicb thse glare of a large
lamp is reflected, are lighted up ivith a significaInt
smile, as if inwardly rejoicing at sorne happy ide3,
whicb ha was about to give forth. "cCone, D'y
children, ere 1 permit the svitlidrawal of anyofYu
I must give-thc intended nuptials-but before 01Y7
toast is drank, it will be necessary for me to gi 9
some explanation for the information of one of YI"O'
wlio lias dropped in sinco I bave made knoWn Isiy
intentions on the subject wbicb 1 arn about to
broacli. Out of five dauglitere,1 continued lie,
"that were left me by their departed motherle

yet thse eldcst liad scarce reached maturity, tliere
remains but one witli me, the youngest, and, it ns
lie confessed, the best loved. They bave eU proven
te me their dutifulness, in ministering to my haPPi
nesS, as I bave descended the vale of ycars, reveriO%
my injuctions for their weifare, and neyer et a111
time serioubiy offending mie by their conduet.
pudiate tbe notion that indulgent parents spoil tbeil
children ; te mine I bave ever been indulg-ent,
wiiling to tliwart their reasonable wisbes ifln
matter relating- to their real happiness, and the 5
suit lias been wliat I bave mentioned. The UPho
of rny speech, (for a speechi it is going to prove>
continued the old gentleman ; Ilis this : 1 have
determined upon giving my daugbter to a wrh
young, fellow, svbo of late bas been making love t
bier, and svbose addresses she lias> iirnpruùdcn ltîYs
must confess, sinca it was ivithout tise sanctionl
bier relations or friends, been of late recciviil sst
an empressement, wivbie, taking into consideratiol
bier ordinary correct conduet, convinces me that 010
fondly loves tbe.fcllow. Even nosv, 1 arn infoni'oi d
by mny son in laiv tisera, into wbose guardianshiP
bave of late entrusted bier, and wbom she SUPPOO
in the dark ail the tirne, that sbe is tête d tête
lier lover in bis bouse, whulc ive are lieraeijl'
ourselves over thec departing ycar, the gypsel Y
meantirne supposing me at my residence UP the
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