
THE LITERARY GARLAND.

of a few random extracts, as spccimens of the spirit
in which the Diary is written.

In his introduction, Captain Marryat observes
that it is a difficuit task to escape misrepresentation,

the Americans having become extremely cautious
in imparting information respecting themseives-
nay, many of them taking delight in hoaxing any
individual suspected of an intention to write con-
cerning them. The gallant author learned this trait
in their character at an carly stage of his travels,
and determined to investigate carefully whatever he
heard, comparing notes throughout the Union, and
judging, in every case, personally, of their correct-
ness. Through this cautious process he bas endea-

voured to arrive at his conclusions ; and though he
does not pretend to have been in every case success-
fui. he has been particularly studious to sift the

Ition, and are now living on their incomes, with a
town house, and a country seat to rltire to durin'
the summer season. The society of Boston is very
delightful ; it wins ipon you every day, and that is
the greatest compliment that can be paid to it.

" Perhaps of ail the Americans, tle Bostonians are
the most sensitive to any illiberal renarks modo
upon the country, for they consider theiselves, and
pride themselves, as being peculiarly English ;
wvhile, on the contrary, the majority of the Ameri-
cons deny that they are English. 'ihere certainlv is
less intermixture of foreign blood in this city than in
any other in America. It will appear strange, but
so wedded are they to old customs, evei to Jobhn
tullisn, that it is not more than seven or eight years
that French wines have been put on- the Boston
tables, and become in general use in this city."

Captain Marryat seems to have been much pleascd
with the society of Washington ; but expresses di,-
appointment with the "collective wisdom" of the

truth of whatever statements appear in his book. nation. On this head his observations are interesting.
The following extract from the introduction will . " The Chamber of the House of Representatives

is a fine room, aid taking the average ofthe orationsform a due ta his plan delivered there, it possesses this one great roerit-
On my first arrivai, I perccived litile difference you cannot hear in it. Were I to omake a compa-

between the city of Nev York and one of our prin- rison between the menbers of our House of Coin-
cipal provincial towns ; and, for its people, not half mons and those of the Iouse of Representatives, I
3o much as between thre people of Devonshire or should say that the latter have certainly great ad-
Cornwall and those of Middlesex. I had been two vantages. In the first place, the members of the
or three weeks in that city, and I said ihere is ccr- Ainerican Senate and House of Representatives are
tainly not much to write about, nor much more tlan paid, not only their travelling expenses to and fro,
vhat has already been so continually repeated. No but cight dollars a-day durinig tie sitting ofthe Cor-

wonder that those who prcecded me have indulged gress. Out of these allowance mnany save rnoney,
in pucrilities to sweil out their books. But in a. and those who do not, are, at ail events, enabled to
short time I altered rny opinion: even at New York, bring their families up to Washington for a little
the English appearance of the people gradually wore amusement. In the next place, they are so comfor-
away ; my perception of character became more keen; tably accommodated in the house, every man having
my observance consequently more nice and close. and his own well-stuffed arm-chair, and hefore him his
I found that there was a great deal to reflect upon desk, with his papers and notes ! 'lhen they are
and investigate, and that America and the American supplied with everyt.hing, even to penknives witS
people ivere indeed an enigma; and I was ro longer tieir names engraven on themn-each knife havin,
surprised at the incongruities wvhich iwere to be de- twvo pen-blades, one whittling blade, and a fourth
tected in those works which had attempted to de- to clean their nails with, shoiwing, on the part of the
scribe the country. I do not assert that I shall government, a paternal regard for their cleanliness
myself succeed, when so nany have failed, but, at as well as convenience. Morcover, tlhey never work
any rate, this I an certain of, my renarks ivill be' at night, and do very little during the day.
based upon a more sure foundation.-an analysis of " It is astonishing how little work they get through
human nature. in a session at Washington: this is owing to every

member thinking hinseIf obliged to malke two orPassmg over New York and the intermediate par- three speeches, not for the good of the nation, but
lions of tise Union, which arc graphically and hu- for the benefit of hs constituents. These speeches
mourously described, ive give a brief sketch of the are printed and sent to them, to prove that their
capital cf Massachusetts, as being mare peculiarly member makes some noise in the house. The sub-
English in its characteristics. ject upon whichi he speaks is of little consequence,

ashe icompared to the sentiments expressed. It rrust be
Massachusetts is certainly very English in its full of eagles, star-spangled banners, sovereign peo-scenery, and Boston essentiaplI English as a city. ple, clap-trap, flattery and humbug. I have said

The Bostonians assert that they are more English that very little business is done in ihsese houses ; but
than we are, that is, that they have strictly adhered this is caused not only by their long-winded speeches
to the old English customs and manners, as handed about nothing but by the fact that bath parties (in
down to them previous to the revolution. That of this respect laudably followi-ing the example of tihe
sitting a very long while at their wine afler dinner, old country) are cheily occupied, the one with the
is one which they certainly adherc to, and which I paramount and vital consideration of keeping in, and
think, would be more honoured in the breach than the other with that of getting in-thus allowing the
the observance ; but their hospitality is unbounded, business of the nation (which, after al], is not very
and you do, as an Englishman, feel at borne with important, unless such a trump as the Treasury Bill
them. I agree with the Bostonians so far, that they turns up,) to become a very secondary considera-
certainly appear to have made no change in their tion.
manners and customs for these last hundred years. "And yet there are principle and patriotism among
You meet here with frequent specimens of the old the members of the legislature, and the more to be
Fnglish gentleman, descendants of the best old En- appreciated from their rarity. Like the seeds of beau-
glish famhilies, wo settled here long before the revo- tiful flowers, which, whsen cast upon a matnure-heap,
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