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From ihe
LDITORIAL MASKS FuRiBibbl.a.

The Pans newspapers of lase week casne nn
der the tull operation ot the strngent Press-law
,mssed by the Legialntive Assnbly prior 10 s
prorogation. In contormity with this Act, eve
Y controversial artiely must be subs ribey by
1ae naene 1 full ot the woiter.  'T'he French
ournals have complied mure or less esacuy with
s arbitrary demand—and, for the tirst twme,
editors appest before thewr readers withou a
masl

Of the !aw which places this restniction,
amongst scveral others, upon the ree uction of
he pruss In Fravce—aof the objeet which the
Government of the Republic kept in view
constructing it—of the [aitslessness to thewr
nweral protesstons whach: it Wdicated—of  the
bad spirit in which it va$ ﬁi*ctlssou and passed
—and of the probable fmutsstuility of 1ts bemng
permanently carned into effect—ive could say
strong things if we could guppose they wounld
answer any useful purpose  here cae be 1o
doubt that it was proposed, and will be worked
with a view to the torcible suppression of publie
opimion and free discusston in Frauce—and, as
the natural corollury to such a state of things,
it 13 certain, W0 as far as 1t sueceeds, to drive
opposition to the Government into dissunalation,
plots, and coufederncies.  As a law, therefore,
118 to be condemued ou every around,  {twill
be all but unpossible to entorce 1t with tnpar-
uality, It will rotate just where conciliation
1s most necessury. It wili weaken the mmddle
and ruling classes in popular esumation.  And
iwwill kinale n the conductors of the publie
press a spirit of bitter resentment azamst con-
sututed authoritics

But, strongly objecting, as we do, to thi~
node of securing, by legal coactments, individ-
ual responsibihity in regard 10 the conduct of
the press, we are far from looking at the thing
wuself witli disapprobation.  We do not bulieve
i the necessity, nor the destrableness, of en-
hancing editorial importance by shrouding thenr
names w wmystery.  Whatever may be the case
i France, we do not think that the mask of se-
creey gives to a public political writer in this
country any hiberty which 1s proper tor hun to
possess,  All rational commont on pubhe affuirs
and those who regulate them, may be made as
ireely, and as securcly, by a known as by an
anonymous writet. He would feel humseif 10
fetters only 1 relation to matters which it would
be well that he should catefully avoid—inatters
upon which no right-minded nian would hke to
stake his reputation—namely, judgment of
another’s mnotives, or autticntication of another's
hie, [In regard to chese things, such restriction
as comnton decency would unpose, would be
far froin 1njurious,  We see no reason vn earth
why newspaper writers should claun more free-
dowm than members of Purliament, or 1n what
respects the secrecy which is not accorded to the
lnst, should be considered nccessary to the first.
‘I'hers have been timnes, doubtless, when it af
forded useful protection to the functionaries ol
*the fourth estate af the realin"—butsuch tumes
are gone by,.and we know not what it special-
ly protects now, but iinpudence, inconsistency,
and falsehood. ~ All that society is interestediin
debating, may be debated as fresly and usefully
by men wlih, as by mnen without, s pame.—
‘Fruth would lose nothing by the” Generat dis-
use of the mask—reason an argwinent would
go for us much as ever—only fuctitious author-
ity would be undone, With some organs the

- - -~

rising of the mist.

None, we imagine, would be hardy enough
to pretend satisfaction with the present position
of journalism-in this country. The daily papers
wield iminense influence ; and are, to all intents
and purposes, iresponsible. No agency at
work amongst us, perhaps, is doing more 10
guide,:move, and mould the public mind. If
in some respects, the writers in these journals
utterly miss their maik—if, ou panticular yues
tions, this uewspaper or that has ceased to be
regarded with deference, cven by the least e
lightened—il, heve ‘or there, all character for
consistency has been notoriously forfeited, and
all utterances of opinton, ot statements of fact,
are looked upon as untrust-worihy, save as they
may be corroborated fromn other quarters—it
still remains true, afier every abatement, that
our daily press is an engiue of fearful potency
—.it is sull incontrovertible, that men’s thoughts
and feelings, and purposes, and even deeds, are
very greatly modified by editoriul lucubrations.
And yet,1t is difficult to say where the smallest
responsibility is imposed on the one haud, or
recogmsed on the other. The Jjournal which,
Tike the Tiumes, can command a jarger circula-
tion than it wants, on aczount ol, partly, its
first-rate business management, and, partiy, its
long-standing reputation for high taleut and
carly wformation, 1s not bound tuthe public by
even a pecumary tie.  Moral character, defica:
cy, honor, 1ruthfulness, it may outrage with
impunity. Its writers do theiw work 10 order,
and probably care as hiute as the ink.they shed
of what becomes of it when dous, They are
unknown, and are changed -ns occasion-may
require. ‘They may loose therr shaits or ridi-
cule-at whatever butt without tncurring o sense
of shame. To-day they may write up whut
to-inorrow for-the same pay, and with equal in-

the soplustry ur Lie of yesterduy by thoe heene
suphistiy or mure audacious lie of to-day ~imay
shuck all good fecling, tample ou all right
principles, and  play the scoundred, or eves
vorse, in print—and yet go into socioty as be
fure, without losing an atuin of bloam dust fien
their repntation  Now, it ean never bo reasun
ably maintained that sach a power ard positon
as thesa can be morally healthy—-or are mare
likely to be turned 10 quod account than to evi|
Lt 1s & melancholy consideration that our most
powertul political agents are necessartly wuh
aut a conscience to restrain thein, without a
inbunal to which any acconnt can be rendered,
Men's signatures appended to their newspnper
vflusions would certanly afford some yuinantee
for sobriaty and moderntion  Asg it 15, no char
acter but an 1ntelicctunl one needs to be main
ained.

This, however, is far from all.  The mischief
of anonywous journalisin s, uthappily, very
much greater than the furegoing ohservations
indicate.  We recur ngain to the Times for il
lustration, Itis well konown that moments
have occurred iu our national history, when the
Times, gwided by a shrewd and practical nader
standing, did the peaple good service  Act up
on act of thus kind has given, not to the individ
ual authors to whom the ment of them 1s due,
but to the paper usell, an accumuluted stock of
influence,  What we have to complain of under
the present anonymous systewn of Journahsm is,
that the splendid reputation, and acquired 10
{lueace, of the useful wrier of bygone days, are
handed dewvn as an heir loom 1o the mischiev-
ous and uwaprincipled scribbler of the passing
time, and that .men of the loosest habits and
most worthless character, hurl their pmsoned
mssiles from the vantage ground won for them
by no prowess of their own, but by the wisdom,
constaney, or worth of others.  Were every ar-
ticle subscribed by the name of its writer, indi-
viduals would acquire, and be held responsible
for, the use of that faine which now becomes
the property of the paper for winch they write
—and  when they ceased to contribute, suh
influence as their numes might command would
rense to be exercised, But now, the fool or the
knave steps at once into the reputation of the
sage. Linst year's service is made to gild this
year's buffoonery. Tte ealumniatars of Han-
gary, and the besotted udmirers of Haynau and
:Austria, are muking use of that renown which
was.won by the advocacy of Catholic emanci-
pation, and the Reform Bill. This is not fair
It answers no good purpose. It invests with
fictitious and most undeserved authority, many
a wretched quill-driver. A potent name for
conjuring with, ought not to be at the disposal
of every hireling the manuger of the T¥mes may
choose to employ. But the bad result is insep
arable from the present systemn of secrecy—and
hence, on this, as well as many other accounts,
we-could heartily wish that in this country
common consent might do what law is attempt-
ing in France—and that editorial masks might
be forbidden.

THE LAWS OF LIFE, WEALTH, AND MORALS.

The history of hutnan knowledge is that ol
the gradual subtitution in the human mind of
the recognition of law for the vague idea of ac-
cdent or chance. Thut évery existence or
event is an effect of soine pre-acting eause, and
that every effect-must have an adequate cause,
is an axiom easy to understand, but one that
it took long tiine to establish, and that may
take yet longer fully to apply. Lis first precep-
ton is the dawn of intelligence—the -herald
streak of light or: the eastern horizon of the 1n-
tellectual night—its perfect comprehension, if,
1ndeed, that be not reserved for the anucipated
triumphs of a higher state of being than the
present, will consutute the noonday, or the more
glorious and solemn eventide, of philosophy.—
We ate now, it may be, midway in this 1nw1
ting and ennobling career.  We have got above
the ciuldish ignorance which nstincuively at.
tributed every phenomena of nature, every in-
cident of life, and every movement 1n society,
w0 itself, or to a cause but one siep removed. —
We are no longer content to 1egard anything
of which we can be the spectators of the sab-
jects as an-isolated entity or occurrence. W
have become Linpatient to reier every object 1o
its class, to rank every fact in its apprupriate
series, and t> trace the generation of each, step
by step, back to the remotest influence. 'The
physicai world was the first, obviously, to ve
subjugated to this august dominion. Frum the
star to the sand-grain, from the cedar of Leva-
non to the'moss upon the wall, frum the trag-
‘mnents of antedsluvian mousters o the meanest
insect descried,—all objects, ovzame ur nor
ganic, it was perceived, were the ageuts and
the creatures ol power—the winds and waters,
subterrancan fires and ethereal essences—which
moede them what they were; and which them-
selves had an appointed mode of acuon, from
which deviation was impussible, but winch i
might be impossible to understand.  The deities
and demons of ancieat belief were resolved into
the political inpersonations of these mysterous
but uo longer id, lized powers, or were disinissed
by the stern hand of science, to tue hades of
exploded folly. Next, the eye of Plulusophy
was turned withip, and a new world of wonder
answered to the questiongglikigtiospective gazo.
Her inquicies were eva d. her curiosity
heightened, by the unsu jnl nature and

difference, thiey-may write down—may destroy

varying aspect of the phenctiena:.with which

she hnd now tw deal. The imielleet and the
passions were themselves the subject of their
uwi sutating, and seewed by porpetual resiless
uess W elade avestigation,  'T'he senses were
counted, distngmshed, and dennminatad—but
104 50 eustly were to bo separated and desenihed
the faculues, propensities, ov eall thetn what you
will, thas-male up the nysterious soul.  Hy-
potheses were started, theories framed, systems
promulged and established ; but, like the mean-
er empires of the sword, these dynasties of in-
telleet rose nnd fell 1 melancholy succession.~—
in nodern times, the nethod—the inductive,
wiroduced by Bacon—so suecessfully employed
apiu the ounter world, has been brought te bear
upon the inner; with what result it remains to
he seen—lor who does not feel that has listened
10 the disciples of Loche and of Kant, thata
sutisfuctory philosophy of mind has yet to be
coustructed 2 ‘T'he wmorals of mankind—gond
and evil, rnght and wrong, the sanctions of du-
ty, the Godward and the human virtues, the
iewards of rectitude, and the penaluas of diso-
Ledienee—this was a braoch of knowledge too
essenual it would seein, to human welfaie, to
be left to unaided renson ; revelation has inter-
posed with s heavenly hght, and coustituted
the ministers of rehigion the wasters of ethical
science.  Suil another great province had to be
wvaded, Soctety, with s infinitely varied
conditions—births, marnages, and deaths;
wealth and poverty ; agnieulture and commerce;
‘virtue and crine ; ats periods of repletion and
of want, of health and discase ; s classes of
decorous and criminal; 1ts poor laws end po-
lice; its vast aggregate and infinite multiphica.
ton of individual characteristics and interests
—all these had been neglected by the his-
torian, the philosopher, and the statesman, for
the projects of amhition, the imagining of ideal
goveruments, and the meeting of extraordinury
exigencies., Adam Simth may be deemed the
father of that social science which, busying it
self at first with the laws which govern the
creation of wealth, is now entering oo the high.
er topic of its distributien, and embracing all
the wterests of inan.  Statesmen of every rank,
politicians of every party, have imbibed the
spint, however they may read the Jessons, of
this new philosophy. 'I'hey all adwmit that the
material and moral condition of the people at
diflerent periods and at difierent parts—the ebb
aud flow of populations, of pauperigsm, and of
¢ritne—have some -connexion with each other
and with other things, perhaps with the primi-
tive factsof human - -nature; that their laws, if
made and admimstered in ignorance of this, can
only-work for mischief; but if the trapscript,
the wise interpretation, of this, may avert or
mitigate calamities which now surprise and
desolate——as the mariner, having no controi
over the storm-clond which he descries with
dismay upon his truck, may yet turn aside and
see 1t sweep past, its lightnings a harmless
fringe upen “the trailing garments of the night.”

(Governments have, therefore, nidéd the phi-
losopher of late by collecting for him facts, accu-
rately taken and tabulated, on which to erect
his instruments of observation. The office of
the Registrar-General is the Greenwich Obser-
vatory of sociul science ; and from it, and simi-
lar establishments, valuable reporis are contin.
vally emanating. Several such have been
soms time before us—and now that-thes suspen-
sion of law-iaking gives us time nnd space to
reflect on the principles ot legislation we mean,
occusionally to discuss them—tho laws of life,
wealth, or morals ; and we trust our readers
will not suffer this somewhat dry exodium to
deter themn from pursuing the subject in our
company.—Ib.

From the Natlonal Era,
THE LAW IN RELATION TO FUGITIVES FROM
SERVICE OF LABOR.

Before the enactment of the present law in
relation to fugitives from service of labor, a per-
son claimed as a fugitive might be arrested,
and transferred, with or wi al process,
1o the State vnder the law el he was
alleged to owe service or lab be wiit of
habeas corpus, however, could be Fesurted to,
tor the purpuse of releasing hun from duress,
and biingiug him before a legal tribunal,
where e validity of the clain might be tried.
The person arresting him, oo, was liabla to
an action for false imprisonment, or to the
penalties imposed on  kulnapping, should his
claim be proved to be false or traudalent.

The act passed by the lato Congress is
framed 1n such a way as to bring the whole
power of the Uniied States 1oto requisition for
the arrest and delivery of tugitives from ser
vice of labor, and to exclude any waterposition
or intetference on the part of the State courts
or anthorities,

Under the act of 1793, any Federal judge
is authorised, and, when called upon, required,
1o issue a warrant for the acrest of an alleg
cd fugitive to pronounce upon the claim to
his services, and to deliver him up to the
clatmant, should. -the claim be proved to- be
valid. The act just pussed extends the pow-
er of issuing .process 1n such cases, and Sect-
ding upon them, to the commissjoners agpoint-
ed by the Circuit Courts-of the Unitid States,
authorised in virtue of such appoi- «nent toex-
ercise the functions that justice of the peaco
may exercise ia respect to ofleates against the:

United States; and to as many additional|

commissioners as the C.cmt Courts may from

time ta timo appoint, with a view. to afford
all rensonable facilities for the arrest and de
livery of fugitive siaves. There is no limita-
tion a8 _to the number, except tho discretion
of the Courte—so that the States may ho
crowded with these slave-catching tribunals,

When the trinl is hold before a Commis-
sioner, his fee, where a certificnte i3 rendesed
to the claimant, is ten dollays; where the
proof is insufficient, and no certificates rendor.
ed, five dollars; to be paid, in either instance,
by the claimant. 8o that, if he have six cases
a week, he will make sixty dollars by finding
the proof sufficient, and ounly thirty when he
finds it insufficient. As he has the”sole powey
of determining what shall be considered “sat.
isfactory™ evidence, and as there can be noap-
peal from his decision, the act of Congress in.
this way considerably proflers him a reward
for being lax towards the claimant, and rigo-
rous towards the alleged fugitive,

The Commissioners appointed by the Courts
may be destitute of all legal qualifications—
incompetent to judge of the nature and value
of testimony. Few respectable men will con.
sent to become professional slave-catchers—to
undertake the discharge of functions so abhor-
rent as those imposed by the office of Cotnmis-
soner. 'T'he result will be, that the office will
be filled by men of disreputable orirresponsible
character, who will not hesitate to speculate in
the business of slave-ratching,

Upon such men, equally witk "the Judges
of a Supreme Court, and the Circuit-Gourts of
the United States, 18 devolved the sblemp. re-
sponsibility of deciding the great questisn of
Personal Libérty—of getcrmming whether a
man claimed as a {ugitive, be a slave or
freeman. It is for them alone to-say what
is satsfactory evidence, They may receive n
fraudulent affidavit, or tho testimony of a per-
jJured witness, and they cannot be hold to-an
account. No jury: is allowed to. dacide upon:
the facts. They decide upon the law, the
testimony, and the facts; acting under.no re.
sponsibility—for. no appeal lies from their de-~
cision—and their. certificate, no. matter though
it be ountrageously false, is conclusive, prevents
any. interference with the claimant, “by any
process issued by any court, judge, magistrate,
or other person whomsoever,’ even the Chiet
Justice of the United Staes.

This is monstrous, Such a provision-would
disgrace the veriest despotism in the Old
World. 1t is manifest that it strikes down

the wisdom of our forefathers. The jury-trial
the habeas corpus, the right of appeal, -tespon-.
sibility of judges—all these statéguards dre
swept away by this abominable act,

‘The marsha{s and- deputy wmarshals of the
United States are bound also by thé moat:
stringent penalties, to engage in the work ‘of
‘slave-catching. If any one of them should
refuse to receive a warrant issued by any of
those Comunissioners, or to use -all proper
means to execute it, he isfined one thuusand:
dollars for the use of the claimant; and, should.
a fugitive, afier having been arrested by him,
or while at any time within. his custody,
escape. whether with or without his assent, he.
is to be prosecuted for the full value of said fu-
gitive, for the benefit of the claimant.

The ‘Cormmnissioners are also empowered to:
appoint as many persons or runners.as they
may see proper, to hunt and arrest alleged:
fugiives; and such persons are to receive a
fee of five.dollars for every fugitive they ma
arrest, at the instance of a claimant, with sue
other fees as may be deemned reasonable by the

| Cominissioner.

When after a certificate is. granted the.claim-
ant swears that he has reason to apprehead the
intervention of force to deprive him of the-fugi-
tive, the officer who arrested him is required to
employ as wany persons as may be-necessary
to carry him safely to the State whence he is
alleged to have fiecd—and they are to be.com-
pensated for such services out of the Treasury
of the Uaited States.

The new law seems to be bailed with plea-
sure by the South ; by-the North it isregarded
with abhorrence, 1f the slaveholders had in-
tended to create dgeg’ excitement in the free
States, to- extend mw#atiop on the subject of
slavery,,to provoke nto intense activily every
latent feeling of 1 v ugainst their peculiar
systein, to lorce the "Slavery question into
cvery local and generacelection’at.the North,
they could not have devisrd a more eflectual
method of accompiishing these rtesults. ‘The
People of that seciion wer> wearied to a great
extent with the controversy concerning the Ter-
ritories, and nader a prevalent impression that
it had been substantially decide | in favor of
liberty by the action of the inkabitan.s of-those
Tertitorics. their excitement was at least sus-
pended. But the passage of a law which vio-
lated every guaranty of persondl rights; svhich
instituted innumerable tribunals among  them,
acting without responsibility, in definnee of the
crdinary forms of law, with’an exclusive regard
to the interests of slavebicl lers, which stripped a
large portion of their populntion of all protection

the kidnupper among them, and compelled them
to look upan and tolerate at their very firesida
the palpitating;shideous form of Slavery, with
its manacles und handcuffs, touched them to-
the quick, aroused their humanity, théir con-

seience, their State pride, their constitutiona!

every. bulwark of Personal Liberty erected»:{} '

against fraud add brute force, which Jot looso

-




