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that his suit has been received with favor
aud he at once prepares for thy weddivg
coremony, A red seed, on theother hand,
signifies that he has been rejected.  There
was # time when no marvinge gift from s
bridegroom to » father would be nccepted
by the latter ns u purchase price for his
dnughter, unless a libernl supply of kola
seeds were included therewith,

The presentation (by u chief) of a few
kola seeds to either o white trader or a
native of rank constitutes the highest
compliment that can be paid, as it con-
veys an assurance of friendly wolcome and
protection.  In certain pures of the durk
continent” a necessary preliminary to the
transaction of any important ‘business is
the eating of ut least one of the nuts by
the two parties concerned.

Aguin, on the departure of a guest, the

host gives expression to his kindly wishes
by the gift of » few koln nuts. To such
visitors us are prompted by commercinl or
political considerations to truvel great dis-
tances, no courtesy could be more nccep-
table, in that the koln nut not only sup-
ports the strength and allays inordinate
appetite, but assuages thirst and assists
digestion, thereby rendering the traveller
more capable of sustaining the fatigue of
his journey than would any other obtain-
able product. The value of the nut in
these particulars is so thoroughly impress-
ed upon the natives that they are. accus-
tomed to place n sufficient quantity of
kola in the grave of a friend in order to
nourish and strengthen the departed
while on hislong journey. ‘The Moham-
medans declure that kola is of divine ori.
gin and was mtroduced by the prophet
himsel? for the purpose of driving out evil
spirits, expelling disease, and preventing
plagues.  Dr. Rancon, the eminent ex-
plorer, snys that the Bawmbaras and the
Malinkes swear upon kola as is done upon
the Bible in Christian countries. In the
event of a dispute between two natives,
the accused must, if he denies the state-
ment of his accuser, be sminmoned before
the chief priest (who is generally a black-
smith), and take oath upon the kola.
After igniting some straw, the priest
takes a sound kola nut and singes it
slightly with a view to purifywing it. Then,
taking it in the left hand, he repeatedly
punctures it with a knife for the purpose
.of demonstrating its soundness. He now
states the forn of oath, viz: “I swear
th it T am not guilty of the act of which I
am accused; if I speak falsely I hope
that this one kola nut which I am now
going to eat will poison me in as many
days.” After repeating these words the
offender immediately swallows the kola
whole, and, in order to prove that he is
not feigning, 1s given a gourd of water to
drink.

In the political relations of the western
African tribes the kolu seed often serves
as a mediator between two tribes when
on the eve of war. In such event some
red and white Kola seeds are placed on
tho centre of & mound of earth. If one
of the red secds be taken by either tribo
dt is considered by the other a silent invi-

tation to fight, if & white one be removed,
peace is at once declared.  Exnmples of
this kind might be quoted indefinitely,
but enough has bLeen cited to show the
esteem in which the nut is held by the
natives,  As a mattee of fact, it is veally
remarkable that the wonderful properties
of this drug should not huve becomne
known to the civilized world until re.
cently.

Detroit has the distinction of being the
leading distributing point in the United
States for the kolu nut and its products.
It was first introduced into this country
by Frederick Stearns & Co.

The Free Press is indebted to the scien-
titic department of the Messres, Stearns &
Co. for much of the information here
given nbout the kola nut and its proper-
ties.—Detroit Free Pross, Nov, 24,

The Cinchona Preparations.

By M. Tarbpy.

The author has investigated the subject
of the amount of alkuloids which puss into
solution in the various cinchoua prepar-
ations, such as the extract, the tiucture,
the syrup, and the wine, He commenced
by takinga yellow cinchons, in which he
determined the total percentage of crude
alkaloids. In order to extract the alku-
loids he had recourse to the very sunple
method of hydrochloric acid teatment,
The cinchona experimented with contained
351 parts of total alkaloids per 1,000.

Extract. A soft extract was prepared
from this cinchonx by the process of the
French Codex.  Before filtration the ex-
tract contained 20-26 of alkuloids per
1,000 of cmchona; after filtration, it con-
tained only 14-16 pmrts per 1,000, i,
fihe final product had lost 61 purts of
alkaloid, which remmined on the filtor;
the residue was not exhausted, and con-
tained 13-3 parts of alkaloids per 1,000,

Syrup. Thesyrup prepared in the wman-
ner preseribed by the Codex contained
only thirteen grammes of alkaloids per
kilo of the cinchona ; the residue was not
exhausted, therefore, and contained 195
graunues of alkaloids.

Wine. The wine contained only 10-7
grammes of alkaloids per kilo of cinchoua,
and, therefore, 245 grammes remained in
the residue.

M. Turdy next prepared a fluid extract
by De Frij’s wmethod as modified by
Nanning nnd Jaudon, which consists in
taking 375 graiomes of the same bark as
was employed in the experiments de-
seribed above and treating with

300 grammes 907 alcohnl.
300 ¢ distilled water.
00 acid hydrochlor.

After twenty-four hours maceration
followed by percolation, the exhaustion is
completed with the following liquid :—

500 gramnmes 907, alcohol.

500 o distilled water.

200 ¢ glycerine. .
And then a mixture of cpual parts of
alcoohol and water run through until a
product equal to five times the weight of
the cinchona taken is obtained. The

liquid so obtained is evaporated in vacuo
till w residue of 375 grannnes results.

The extract thus obtained contained
31-5 gr. of alkaloids per kilo of cinchonn,
Lo, the Intter was nlmost perfectly ex-
huusted,

It being thus shown thut the whole
of the alkaloids may thus be extracted,
the author tecommends the preparation
of such a tlnid extract for mnking the
wine and syrup of cinchonn (Jour. de
Dharm. ¢t de Chim.) Mfy. Chemist,

Cod Liver Oil in Medicine.

Before the Thernpeuticnl Society M.
Patein vead u very complete and intorest.
ing report on cod liver oil. It is the
wost digestible fatty food, probably on
account of the biliney principles which it
contains.  Morcover, it possesses import.
ant stimuiuting and  thermogenic propur-
ties, due to the  phosphorous and iodine
which it includes in organic combination
and also to the numerous alkaloids isolated
by MM. Guutier and Mourgues. These
alkaloids—butylnmine, amylumnine, oxy-
lamine, dihydiolgityhine, uselhne, worr-
huine, with morrhuic acid, ete —exist
principally in the light colored oil, and
result from an nutodigestion of the livers
at the end of three or four days of macor-
ation. 1t is au autodigestion, and not a
putrefaction, for at that period the livers
have an acd renction, whoerens during
putrefaction the reaction is alkaline, M.
Patein touched  wvapidly upon the ap-
plieations of cod-liver oil ; rachitis, pul-
monary tuberculosis, rheamutism — in
which 1ts action appears doubtful-—its ex-
ternnl  apphention  in  dermatoses, ete.
He pointed out its juconvenicnces, its
repugnant taste, purgntive effect 1n large
doses, accumulntion of fat m the lhwver if
its use is abused. He advises that the
dose of 3 ounces should never be exceeded,
that it should never be admnistered ex-
ceptn winter, that its exhibition should
from time to time be suspended. M.
Patein also recommends that the sides of
the glass from which 1t1s taken should be
moistened in vrder to prevent the oil
from adhering to the vessel.  The patient
should swallow it at one draught, aud,
after taking it, should wash the mouth
with some aromatic water. — Medical
Sulletin.

WANT ADVERTISEMENTS.

Advertisements under the heading of Busiuess
Wanted, Situations \Wanted, Situations Vacant,
Business For Sule, ete., will be inserted onco

Jree of charge.  Answers must uot be sent in
care of this otlice unless postage atamps are for.
warded to re-mnil replies,

SITUATIONS WANTBD.

N ANT tlb:gil;\'}oll ar A-;J..slnul. by Student of Jun.
for Coursc 0. C. I, Good Dispenscr. Address,
W, H. ANDREW, 157 Jawmlcron Ave,, Toronto, Ont,

S MANAGER-Poution wanted as Manager or First
Asgistant, by a graduate of the 0. C, I, Has yearw

of cxperience ay manager of different stores. Wil invest
a certain amonnt in the business it desirable.  Address,
BONX 20, CANALIAN DRUGHINT.

WANTED.
Al'k\'l.\'c Drug Business wanted in Ontario. Gise

all particulars.  Only thowe having a paying bus.
ness ieed reply. 1 E. LANNIN, Beeton, Ont.




