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unavailing. IL is supposed ta be the work of an inccndiary. There
ivas na insurance.

-The propeller J. Séavcrns, îvichi left Chicago last wcck for Part
Arthur, bias gone ta thc bottom of Lake Superior and may prove
a total loss. AIl ai bier passengers and crciv cscaped. The total
loss is $32,934. The boat wvas commandc<l b>' Capt W Pritchard,
and liad a crcîv af fourteen mon. She liad a cargo af supplies for
the Canadian Pacifie Railway and a numbor ai passengers. Tbe
Scaverns wvas farmerly a steami barge Of 173 tons burden, and wvas
sold last winter ta WValter Ross, a Canadinn.

UNITED STATES.

At Jailcsvillc, Wis., a beavy frost, on Mfay i6th, damagcd fruit
and crops.

Thle report af the Michigan Cntral Railway bus the net
carnings last year ta bc $1,834,000.

The pork packing bouse of John Taylor & Ca., ai Trenton,
N. J., bias been dcstrayed by fire. Loss $75,Ooo.

An accomodation and freiglit train wcre la collision near Enon
Valley, Pa., laut Saturda>' cvening. Scven persans wvcre seriaus>'
injured-twa reportcd fataliy.

The Harlem railivay shaps in Newv York were burned an May
i9tb. Lass $225,00o. Several persals were injured..

The cheese factary at Paradise, Annapolis, îvas destrayed by
fire oh May' i8Lh, notbing bciag saved.

At 'Cinci nnati, the Lead Pipe and Street Company's estab-
lishment was burncd an May' 19th. Loss $6o,ooo. Mrs. Lcich, a
tenant on the fourth store>', îvas fatally burned, and Win. E. Cook
seriously burned.

BRITISH A.ND FOREIGN.

Tbe PaUil Mail Gazette says Lord Wolseley wvill command the
expedition la tbe "early auturnn wvbicb will laad at Suakim and
marcb ta Berber. A militar>' railway is ta bo built across the desert.

Lard Randolph Churcbill's course, on the Franchise bill bias
caused gencral surprise. The Telcgraphi says hie is gradually Icaving
the present Conservative lcaders bcbind. The Siandiard says bis con-
dueL is likel>' tai entail disaster upon the Consexvative cause.

.The fire îvhich began lan tbrce cattan %warehouses on Grundy
street, Liverpool, on Ma>' 17th, îvas extinguisbed la one, but the
otb.çrs; werc still biurning and expccted ta continue until night. The

prpryof 1-olyneau-,: & Taylor is damaged ta the extent af
7î,0=. 0f 6oa bales af cattan balf îere saved-.

Van Boetticber bas houa appointed President of the Prussian
Cabinet, vice Bismarck.

A *seriaus fire is raging at XCie£. Man>' bouses have been
burned.

A large flowvng well af pctraleum bias just beon struck at
Swafitaw, Pomerania, whicb yicids 50 per cent. ai pure ail. The
nearness af this Jo*calit> ta the ]3altic 'Seà affords cheap and abun-
dant transportation.

-A-treat>' bctween. France and the African Intérnational Associ-
ation bas -been published. Tbe document, if authentie, shows that
Beigium has abandoned iLs Engiish sympathies. IL is reported
that the Association is framing a constitution as a firc, ioderai
State,,esta.blisbed an the Congo.

*Tbhý.Malagassy Governmcnt are reported ta have offered France
£ 1,000,000 on condition that the latter abandons aIl dlaims on their
islaýnd.
. Neari>' the entire tnwn ai l3ei B3azar, la Turkey, lias beeni hum..

ed. 95o dwcllings, 544 ivarehouses and sbops, i i- masques, 15
schools, 9 khans, and 146 othor buildings wcre consumoed. Eleven
persans perisbed.

* Mahmoud, Damad Pasha dicd at Constantinople on May 21St.
I-epWas interred at the same ime as M idhat

The name ai Malimoud Pasbia hasnot been prominenti>' before
the public for some time past, but hoe played an inportant part in
the foreiga affairs ai Turkoy, and in the re-organization o aiber navy
s6ince twenty yea.rs aCci.

Tîvo hundred rcbels have bombarded Suakim, the attack lasting
one hiour. Two inhabitants ivere wounded, and the rebels succced-
cd in stcaling onc tbousand shiccp. B3ritish troops werc landcd at
the town and the rebels wverc forccd to rctrcat.

Refugcos from Karasica and Berbor report Gecral Gordon wvcl1
and that bis sorties have beon succcssful.

jfor (t)irIs aut 36011.. _.._---

THE BIRTHDAY PRESENT.

It wvas Annie Fic!d's birthday-bier tweifth birthday 1 Not a
holiday, though I Annie knetv ver>' littie about holidays, for lier
parents were poor, and her mother wvas too glad of lier bip in the
bouse ta spare hier mucbi time for pleasurc-sccking. Yet she nc,ýcr
thouglit herseif hardly used, neyer complained, nor %vislid blhe
could turn inta somebody eisc , and she gcncrally- rana-cd to kecp
a smiling face ln spite of ail the liard wvork that fell ta bier qhare

Sa busy îvas Anale ail the first part of the day that qhe quite
forgot about it being lier birthday, althaugbi she band been looking
forwvard ta reacbing the age of twelve for sorte time past.

Suddenly in the aiternoon, wbile suie îvas walking up and down
the street in which tbey lived witb the baby in bier arms, it came
into hier mind, and she laughed aloud at the idea of bier liaving for-
gotten it.

IMother," she said, wvben sbe wvcnt itidoors., " it is my birtb-
day.»

IYour birthday, so it is 1 Dear me, howv quickly the years go."'
And, baviag said this, Mrs. Field feul ta thinking of the piste and
made no further mention of the birtbday. And Annie got thc tea
ready, and made the toast and wasbied the littie oe'faces and
bands and put on their dlean pinafores, al! tbc time without the
lcast sliade of disappointmcnt on bier counitenance tbat she bad had
no birthday treat-no prescrnts. Wlien tea wvas over, and the littie
ones wvere ail gone ta bcd, Anaie had still many things ta do tai
heip lier mother. At last, îvhen it wvas past cigbt o'clock, Mrs.
Field turaed round upon bier, saying :

IlYou look tired, dear; yau hiad botter ho getting ta bcd."
Annie not oni>' iooked tired, she fcit so. Yct she %vas univillng

ta go ta bed at present Il Mayn't I sta>' just until \Villie cornes
in ?" she asked, pieadingiy.

IVer>' weli , if he is not long yau shial %vait. I know \Villie
likes ta sec you wbcn hoe cornes bomne. Sit dowii and rest, child;
yau've bad rather a hard day ai it an the wholc."

A knock came just tben at the door; Annie ran ta openî it.
"Weli,' said the tail, overgrow.n boy wh'o entercd, "many happy

returns of the day ."
Annie did not relisb this gaod wvisl any the icss because it %vas

the first she bad receîved, and wvhen Willie bent down and kissed
bier, she put bier arms lovingiy aro-ind bis ncck. H-e pulcd hirascîf
Up again pretty quickly then, bayin6,, " You know I don't ]kc being
hugged, Annie 1"

IlOh 1 1 forgot," she said, penitently.
Perhaps it wvas bier peaitent look tbat caused hlmn ta speak at

once in a different tonc.
ciI wantcd ta bave brougbt you a prescrnt, but the tbings la the

shaps were toa dear; I couldn't afford it.»
Il I don't mind at ail, Willie. Be quick and corne in now. Mother

gat some bot soup for your supper»
Willie sccmed giad tai sit dowvn and liac bis supper at once.

After it wvas over Annie seated herseif beside him, and thon, putting
ber mautb ta bis car, spake ver>' carnost>'.

1,I do waat you ta, give me a birthday presonit ver>' rucb,
Willie.",

The boy lookcd astonisbed and a littie burt at the requost.
"You know wbat 1 told you," hoe said.
"Ycs, but 1 have thouglit of a prescrnt that 'ou Cali gite me if

you will. Pcr'baps you won't like daiag it vcry mucb now, but I'rn
sure yau'll be giad some day. Look bore, I want you to give me
yaur name."

ilMy name 1" said W\iIiie, and thon took out ai bier band a littie
piece of paper on which suie bad written la large bold lotters-

I agree tai abstairi from ail. intoxicating liquors as bever-
g. That wvas îvbat îvas written ln the pledgc-book I signcd,» said

Annle, timidi>', but carnest>', "and I just want yau ta put yaur
name at the bottom, aad give it tai me for a birtlhday present 1
shall like it better than any ather,»'
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