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THE NELSON FIRM.

IN the year of Qucen Victoria's coronation
1and inthe saine scason cf the year the

business now passlng under lte style of H.
A. Nelson, Sons & Co.. Limited, Montreal,
was founded. la tht year ofhler death and
while Britishi and forcign people were
mourning over lier bier, the business of this
film was discontinued. The reigns were

peculiarly cntemporaneous.

iv 1837 on McGill strcet, Montreal. They
were "«chutns" 'who hailed froam New Hamp.
sbire, thrifty and venturesome. They bail
learned of Canada and its possibilities, 50

startedl out with a few teamn loads cf fancy
goods, smallwares, and generai wooden.
ware. drove through the woods and over
the border, and finally landed in a sliep on
McGill streî, Montrent. Their capital
amounted perhaps te $500.

Fromn the first they were in the wholesale
business, but how différent was the whole-
sale business cf those days fromn that of
te day! We should ncw call 1837 whole.
saling. peddling. There were ne railways,
few roads, and travelling was arducus.
Trade was ef nccessity confined. But there
were few firms engaged in the importation
of nevelîjes (rom the United States, and
year by year Nelson & Buttes found their
business expaading. About j86o Mr.
Buttes retired from the business and the
firms name became Nelson, Wocod & Co.
Mr. Wood leftin~f 1873 and was succeeded
by Mi. Nelson's four sens, Albert D..
Horatie W., Charles H and Frederick E.
About 185 5 business had expanded ta such
proportions, and tht wholesale business was
acquiring such a widening field for opera-
lions, that new quarters had te be securcd
on St. Peter strect. In 1872 theie wce
burned dowa and a new building erected,
which steod the strain cf commerce until
last month, when iî took hardly hait an
hour te bring il te the gîound. The business
donc last year was the largcst in the history
cf the firm.

The Toronto brandi was established in
1868 and put in charge cf the twe youngest
sens, H. W. and C. H. A large warehouse

pas built on Frent street, but four years ago
the stock and business were concentrated
in Montreal, aî:d only a sample-ioom
retained. It is now contemplated that Mr.
H. W. Nelson will continue the Torante

business, but il seems probable that the
stationery part cf it wil bc discenttnued
entirely. This would mean that an eld
and reliable wboesale firm is lest te, the
Canadian stationery traite.

The founder of the bus:nc5sb, NIr. Horatie

Admirai Nelson, was quite prominent in
the gîowth cf Montrent and lier commerce.
For 14 ycars before he died lie was a mem-
ber of the City Couacil, aad durlng mest cf
the time lie was chaîrman of the finance
comimittee. He was aise, a member ef
the Quebcc Assemnbly during the Joly Ad-
ministratien, when lie looked after tht
interests of Montreal in the local Legisla-
turc. In commercial organizatiens hie was
accounted a mai of flaecand souad judg-
ment.

Ir. Moatreal religious circles lie aise
assumcd a leading position. Ht was a
pramninent member cf the Ametican
Churcli and bce was a large donor tewards
its maintenance.

His sons are known te the trade et
Canada as energetic and reliable business
men and te their hasts of fiiends as gentle-
nmen cf an inheiited fine chaiacter. At
present their business future is undefined.
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The business cf Granger Freres is preb.
ably growing (aster than any bock business
in Mantreal. This Spring, they bave added
twe more stores, and their premnises art as
large as an ordinar dry goods warthouse.
Mi. Flavien josephi Gianger started the
business in j885, after serving sometlime
with Chapleau & Libelle and Cadieux &
Derome. Ia 1891, le admittedl bis brother.
Alphonse A. GA~nger, te partnership. and
together tliey are to-day liandling a tremen-
dous trade in bocks. This year. tliey weie
exhibitors at Paris, and won thîte medals
--ont gold medal for a colltction cf books.
one silver medal for a collectien of Cana-
dian publications. and ane silver medal for
bookbinding. Tliey ca.-ry a stock cf about
70.000 second-biand Frenchi and English
bocks. Tbe senior member ef the flrmn is
a member cf the Chambre du Cemmerce
Francaiz.e. Ht lias seat a goo~l maay
Canadian bocks te Frenchi and Germa.î
libraries. They are aise agents for many
Frenchi and Amnerican patentees cf office
Supplies.

la i88e. The Montreai News Co. was
established at 588 Craig street, but soon
after they moved te tht present premises at
386-388 St. James street. Mr. Henry
Bropliy lias been manager since 1883. This
firm bandit ntarly ail tht current fiction
trade of Quebec and the Maritime Provinces.

One cf the mcst impertant changes that
bas taken place in Montreal business is the
movement cf the retail trade up town to St.
Catherine street. These include those cf

W. Foster B3rown, W. Dîysdale &'ý- Co.. A. T.
Chapman, F. E. Phelan, C. W. Coates,
James Mcck, E. N. Renouf and J. T.
Henderson. Mr. C. Ashford, 8cc Dor-
chiester street, also lias a wcll-established
business. Mr. W. Diysdale is oint cf tht
best known bookmen In Montreal. In 1874
lie established, bis business on St. James
street, giving up charge of Thte'«lîness
bockstore. la 1882 lie foundcd a branch
on St. Catherine street that was long under
tht charge cf Mi. W. B.> Baikie. Ht lias
now taken ever this latter business himself.

W. Foster Brown is aise an cxperlenced
bookseller. He beuglit the book stock ef
Dawson Bics. in 1889, and seven yeaîs ago
meved ta bis present store. Mr. Chapman
is a thorougli bockman wlic established bis
business five years ago. Tht business cf
C. W. Contes was founded in Mantîcai 25
ytars ago as a brandi cf the Methodist
Bock Rooni. For five years it was on St.
James street neant tht Temple Building, then
for thîce years it was situated nt 3 Bleuîy
street, since when it can be fouad at 2176
St. Catherine street. The movenient up
town sems te bave beta going on for about
20 years.

Amcng othti up-to date bcokstores are
those cf Walter Stieet, 3 Illeury strect, and
T. Vaugli. 43 St. Lawrence street. Tht
news and magazine depets at St. Lawrence
Hall. Windsor Hotel. 'Place Viger and
Bonaventure and Wiandsor strect stations
are aise îvorthy ef mentieon.

For twc vears Henry J. Thomas & Co.
have been establislied at 123 St. Fiancois
Xavier strect. They make a specialty cf
subscriptioa bocks.

Twc important wholesalt lieuses are
those of Macfarlaae, Son & Hodgson,
Craig street, and Austin & Robertson. De
Brescles street. Messrs. Macfarlane,
Austin and Robertson came tramn I3uatj
and Boyd's establishment and established a
business in 1882. Subsequently. Messrs.
Austin & Robetson witlidrew and bîanclicd
out for themselves. Ia 1892. tlie latter
establishment came under thre ceahrol of
Mr. Robertson. The original firmn now is
Maclarlane, Son & Hodgscn.

J. C. Wilson & Co. bavt a magnificent
wareheuse on Craig street and do quite a
large wholesalt paper and envelope trade.
They commenced business in 1870 and
cwn large paper milîs at Lachute, P.Q_.

Mr. Henzy L. Lymnan, 12 St. Nicholas
sîreet, lias repreented tht Dennison Manu-
facturing Co. in Canada for filteen y tais.
Ht aise seils quile a quantity cf crepe tissue,
piper for Jas. ... Crompton & Sons, English
papeimakers.

M r. C. Theeret dots a large Iaw publish-
ing tradat tht corner of St. Gabritl and
St. Jameýistreets. The business was estali-
lislied by Mr. P'errior in 1883, at 23 St.
James sireet. Ht had been a canvasser
loi John L->vcll & Son.' Ht started by
taking a t:p ta Europe, and bought seme
Englisit and French boks. In 1883 hie
publislied lis first law bock. Ia 1892 lie
died, and was succtcded by Mr. C. Theoît.
wtic bas published about 9o volumes.


