
DI --MENTIA PRECOX.

features. Thiere is no formi of alienation in which an
intimate knowledge of the individual f rom the time of
birth is of greater importance as an aid ta diagnosis
than denientia proecox.

It has been stated that we might expect ta find the
future patient rather duil in early yauth. Ilawever, wve
frequently lind the reverse ta be the case. 'T his fact,
especially wl4îen tiiere is aiso no seriaus taint in the ante-
cedents, is thaughit ta throw same doubt an the hereditary
basis of the disease.

Recently a hypothesis has been pram-ulgated con-
cerning a passible toxie factor in the psychasis. As the
disease is sa clasely associated wvith puberty, it was
thaughit that sanie taxin originating in the te!sticle ar
avary rnight procluce these symptamis, after the analagy
of the toxini af thyrodismn. F[owever, this is at present
cansidered very daubtful.

General Symptonmatology.
The prodrom-al sym-ptoms usually extend over a

periad of years, during -which timie there is graduai
mental (leclifle. Attacks of migraine, particularly in
girls, may precede or ulsher in the attack. Falaowing
this there is uticaily some mental clepressian.

One of the early and mast inmportant symptamns is
the failure of voluntarv attention. jung-, in his " Psy-
chaiogy of Demnentia Proecox," says: " Wlen the power
af attentian disappears, the perception of external abjects,
the perception of aur own persanality andl judgment,
the irleas of relationship, f aitli, and certitude disappear."
Fram this lack af attention things in the environment
are aften nat perceived at ail; but, when perceived, they
are usually uinderstood. Consequently, these patients
are well oriented in ail three spheres-temnparal, spaciai,
and personal-and show no evidence of clouding of
consciousness. The attention is readiiy attracted, but
it is only with the greatest -difficulty that one cati hold
his continuied interest. Sommer states that the patient
places such an excessive value- on his mental pictures
that he can only with difflcultv rid himseif of them.


