
ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTONS.

doubtful valule. The reverse condition of higli blood pressure, as in
chronie renal disease and general liardening of the arteýries, lias been
thouight by some to be caused wholly or in part by ani extra supply of
adrenalin in the blood. This theory is now admost universally aban-
doned.

There lu a formn of tumor of the cortex of Blow growtli and low ma-
liguaucy that exerts a remarkable influence on the individual. Sliould
a tumor appear in the cortex of one gland in a young lad, lie rapidly
<levèlopa sexually and assumes ail the eharacteristies of a mat, thoughi
stiu a. mere boy lu age and stature. The occurrence of such a growthi
in a young femiale bas the effeet of suppressing menstruation, cauising a
growth of beard and bringing about other male featurcs.

Adrenalin has a few well recgnized uses in therapeuties. Lt i

used locally as a mneans of arrestlng hoemorrhage; but ît must be borne
iniind that it ouly acts where there are sympathetic vasomotor nerves,
and~ consequentlY is of no use lu blceding from the lungs, the brain, or
spinal cord, Lt would really be injurions lu pulmionary liamorrhago
by raslBlfg gencral blood pressure. Lt la somectimes used along withi

,ooaine iu produciuig local anoetisa This should be doue in thev
spinal cord, as it does not contract vessels there and, furthcr, la poison-
on» to the nerve eils of the cord. Lt should niot be ap)plied to the

milcous memnbrane of the urethra, as it causes a protracted spasmi of the
1mnaeular tissue. Adrenalin should not be emaployed Iocally nor hypo-
dermically in the case of patients under the influence of ehlorofori, am
its action lun these la very dangerous on the lieart. Lu shock 15 to 20
minimag of 1:1,000 solution lu oue plut of normal saline given intra

venIaly la o! distinct value. Hypodlermic doses of 1 to 6 inimein of
1 jfflo solution have been found very useful lu acute attaeks of asthma.
The. muscles o! the bronchioles are relaxed by the sympathetie nerives
whicb are stimuliatedl by the adrenalWn

111. THrE Pn'urTR.&Y GLAND».

The oldest view of thie funiction of thie gland was that it secreted
th mlueous fouud in the nose, the pituita. Lu 1672 Bower conteuded

tha this was erroneous, and thiat any secretion formed by it did not

appear ilu the nasal cavities, but entered the blood. -Majendie held that
its secretioni entered tlie blood. The dlseovery of theic mportant fune-
ti.n of the supra-rendl and thyroid glands gave a great inipetuls to the
study of the pituitar-y body. That this substance was o! mucli import-

ane, mnd not a mere vestigial body, was showu lu 1888, when M.,arie
&nnoueedlu investigations on the relationships between tumnors of the


