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The flrst edition of this work appeared in 1875, and t.ie second in
î88. It wil] at once appear to those who are familiar with the fornr
editions that the present one hab been thoroughly revised and re-writ
ten. The eolune is an exceptionally handsome one, of nearly fine
hundred pages. The paper it ideal and th, type exceeding clear and
of good size. 'T'lhe illustrations add much to the usefulness of the work.
-They are niot numerous, but of such a character as to be of the utmost
utilty to a student of the book.

Dr. Balfour has long been recognized as oi.e-perhaps the leading
one-of those who have written upon cardiology. His teachings have
been of the uttnost value to the profession, as the mean3 of dissemn
ating correct views. His opporturities have been great, and he has
made the most of the.se opportànit.,.

On reading this work one is ·at once impressed with the thorough
knowledge the authorpossesses of the li.erature on his subject. Of the
enormous anounts that have been written upon the heart and aorme.
nothing seems to ha-.e escaped his attention.

The literary finish of the work is fine. It reads like Rusk.n, or Lan4

or Arnold. Vet the thorough- oin: scientific side is not lost in thi,.
fine finish. Indeed, the beautiful style renders the descriptions of
the varying conditions very clear and alniost simple.

But the stronig part of the work is the therapeutics. In the matter
of treatnent the author utters no uncertain sound. The conditions
are laid down with great clearness ; and then what ought to be don:
is stated in the most distinct and positive manner. This is ver%
:·efrehing.

This is one of the books of which it miy truthfully be said every doc-
tcr should have a capy. The amount of information between the
covers is really marvellous. And all this. as already stated, in so
readable a form.


