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and it is
genera, use ; and' it is unquestionable that somo obstinate cases
have yielded.to if. I stil, howver, musi mantaini my preference
for a previous trial of arsenic in decreasing doses, and on a full
stomach, for the following reasons

1. As far as miy experience lias extended, it. has, whcn regu-
larly and properly adninstered, never yet failed i' any of the
diseases enuimerated by your correspondent, provided the patient
be free fron organic discase, and temperate in his habits., And
we.have yet to learn whether, in any of the cases of reputcd fail.
ure, the arsenic has been carefully adminislcred in accordance
with the conditions 1 have specified ; and this is an alim.inpnrtant
point ; for lu a majority of ny own successful cases, arsemie had
failed, having previously been tried on an essentialiy different
plan ; and in many of tLiei tar lad iikewise failed.

2. Arsenic not only cures the disease, but, when continued for
a certain time after te final disappearance of the discase, always
in a great degrec, and frcquently entirely, destroys all tendency t
the morbid action. , This is not the case with far. On Mr.'
Wetherfield's own showin. some of his patients were only reliev.
ed for the time, and " suffered repeatedly from the discase."

3.ý Although Mr. Wetherfield's patients appear to have made
no complaints--to tiheir hunour be it spoken-yet the odour of tar,
to say nothing of its trouble and filth, is to some persans intoiera-
ble ; and to none can it be agrecable ta reflect, that they carry it
about with them into every company. Arsenic is not open to
Ibis objection.

t. Arsenic, besides being more certain and lasting in ils effeets,
as Weil as less unpleasant, is as safe as ter. Of this I have abun.
dant proofs in the history of many thousands of cases. Nor have
I yet mef with a patient who, from idiosnycracy, could not bear
il. I have explained i ni my book, that where the system was re.
markably susceptible, and in a degrce intolerant of the remedv,
the disease was Po much the more amenable t its influence.
yielding speedily te such very minute doses as ie. patient could
bear with impunity.

Nevertheless, if I should nicet withi a case in which arsenic
cannot be bor in any dose, I will certainly give a trial to the
tar.

Jmay, perhaps, be allowed ta add, however, that it is our duty
Mn every case, as it will prove our interest, as well as that of the
patient, to try at once the most effective remîedy ive have at hand,
cepecially if it ho safe, and subjects the patient tu nu annoyance.
-Mr. Thos. Hunt, of Herne Bay, in Med. Gaz.

SU R G E R Y.

On Choroiditis or Inflammation of the Choroid 31embrane of
the Eye--Treatment. By Dr. Jacu.-It is obvions froin tue
description before given of this forin of inflammation of the eye,
tluef it does not require the same amount of active treatient
necessary in the more acute varieties. The two great resources
ïelied on lnviolent and rapid attacks--depletion and mercury. -
are freqüently not only unnecessary, but even perncious. IL is
oftenin fa t, nire an example ýof the slow destructive procCss
accompÏnied'by itiereased local vascular -action; which is scarcely
to:bo cônsidered inflammation, than true inflammation iteelf. The
tinie is not perhapsi far distantivlien these circumscribed local
disorganizations, or evaer more extended derangeinent of vascular
arrngement,' Will not be considered of the saine naturc as the
condition' whici exists in unequivocal infammatory action. 'Tie
adoption of. sucli ternis as congestion, sub-acute inflammation,
and simiar phrases, implying oteexistence of various degrees of
thiu state c parts, streigthen thiis conclusion. I do not iean to
deny thattlie diseascenow undur onisideratien ever assumeï the
fore of active inflanipation ; it sometimes undoubtedly dues,
sspecially'in rclyse ättacks ; all I 'moan to insist upon is, that its

general nature is of a larag'aid tr fechle cfarctër and I arm in-
clipet:i t ,ink that when gat t vaseular action, pain; intolerance

of' ligi, and blindnes, exist or spcrvene,' the terni'churoiditis
should nut be used, but reserved for the form of a diase better
entitlei to that specific distinction.

,lhave, in treating of the other forims of inflammation, su fully
disgussEd the question as to flepletion by abstraction of blood,

tlt, i ie unnecesary to retura te it ät lèngt., I have not, I
. it any se cf hi- s diseas¢, eLtlier regtiriig gene a1

bleeding from thie arm or t.::mporal artery,. or admitting of it.
Synmptoms are, however, often su ficiently acute at the commence.
nient of a flist attack, or of a relapse, to denand the application
ofleechmes; iot su much, perhapr, withu the vicw or redicing hie
quantity of circulating bood, as tu diminish local turgescence by
a diversion of its eurrent; or rather, indeed, tu effect that redue.
Lion of vascular actioi, wbich experienice lias tughit us .this
method of draving blood causes. lhis view is, lowever, so
niîcih at varianceu with that of Dr. Mackeizie, tliat I thinki il
right to copy his opinion iere

Profuse ani repeated blood.let',iîg docs more good iil tie CCariy
stage of choroiditis than ail other reniedies put togethmer. 'Yet
we iight perhaps not be tempted to bleed sufliciently at this
period of the discase, froi the cireunstaice mthat in niany in-
stances, tLcre are nu external signs of intcnse inflammation, and
the patient does not suffer any acute pairn. ,Thc practitioner,
therefore, Who is not acquiainted with the nature und syipton'f
ttis oplthalmtia, might be apt to trille away timne in tie applica.
tion of a few icches, when he shuld be. opening the teiporal
arterv, and renoving a large qutuntity of blood. I have hioni
the blueness and evident distensioni of the eclerotica, which, not.
withstandiug lecching and olier remedice, had continiued un.
abated for imîny vceks, disappear suddenly and comiplctely, after
tc !os 'tf twettv or thirtv ounces of blood from the temple.
Bleeding froni thc jogolar vein, or fron the armi, i also highlr
useful. Tweity-four or more leccels round the cyc, every second
day, I haveseen attended by tlie best efflects. li chiroic cases, we
must t nieglect flie frequenit and liberal apulication of lcches.
ln the repeated and often severo attiacks of pai which occur mii
the course of sclerotieochroiditis, if. the pulse iq not affected,
bload taken fra the atm is nlot buffy, and veiesection does little
good."

'rom this I anlmo ainst cicliîned to thinik, tinat I have not been
describing the disease lu vichrli Dr. Mackenzie lias been directiag
his attention. What I call choroiditis, [ have so gencrally seen
occurring, as I have statedl, in persons of feeble constitution, and
su often in females of delicate frame and imuipaired health, that i
find the treatient luere recomimended inmadmissible. I do not ceai.
sider violent inflammation of the eyebail to be entitled tu a distinct
specific character, and to be called choroiditis, because the scIe-
rutic becomes blue and distndeil in consequence of it ; I lm
more inclined to restrict the tern, as I have said, ta tlie languid
inflammation above described. 'Tlie late Mr. Tyrrel, ma treatimg
of choroiditis in hii work on Diseases of the Eye, expresses
opinions mare in unison with those which I venture ta ofRer, and
I therefore quote tlem ; although I have some doubt as to lie
application of his observations to the disease alluded te bv me or
Dr. Mackeizic. I quote themi also becatise I find that Mr.
Tyrrel, more than any British surgeon, insisted upon the nîecessity
of carefully distiîguishing the more feoble or lanzuid forms of i
flammation from the more active. and adapting the treatnent
accordingly

" The niedicinal and dictetic treatment. muet lepeid upuu the
condition of the constitutional power of the party affected ; inost
frequently, as I have stated. the discase occurs.mi persone iaving
a scrofulous diathesis, and tierefomre gcnerally weak power. Of
the nuimber of cases of this disease whiclh have come umîder moy
observation, I am certain that, in niiieteenu ont of tventv, it ias,
occurred ' when the general power lias beenu below par., Suppnsng.
tlierofore, thîat such b the cond ition of Lime patient, the dictshoald
be good and nutritious ; le should taire samall doses of muercury
with clik, or very cmiiuto doses of the bichidiride of nercury or
mmm somne instaineos, Plummer's 1 ill ; but mn addition to eithmer forun
of mercury. sone tonic should be given ; the formi of whiiclt ust
depend upon the pecuiliarity of the cdirstitutionai disturbat ce; or
the influence of any particular fuictinîal dcràngicunt..' Thus,
inI some instances, sarsaparilla or bark may bu proper'; ui bthier
cases, the addition of minerai acid iay be serviceable, as wuhi
the cutneouis action is inordinuate; or further, somie prreparation
of steel muîay bo eiployed wiîth advantage, as i the case of the
younîg female suffering from irregularity oîf uterin functions,&
&c.

" Somnetimes cases occur in'wbich the disturbance af general
health lias been principally prodaced and maintained by causea
which tend, t exhauct too rapidly the geneail power; sachas
exces iof applic tion t aocd ltary eponci, Wi C 0 JW


