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cnoral use'; and’ it ‘is unquestionable that somo obetinate cases
ave yielded to it. I still, howayer, must memtsin my preferonce

for o previous trial of arsenic in decreasing doscs, and on a full

stomach, for the following reasons :— .

1. As far as my cxpericnce has extended, it has, when regu.

lerly and properly admimstered, ncver yet failed in' any of the
diseases enumerated by your corrcspondent, provided the patient
be free from organic disease, and temperate in his habits. .~ And

" we have yet (o learn whether, in any of the cases ef reputed faile

wre, ;the ‘arsenic has been carefully. administered in accordance
with the conditions T have specitied : 'and this is an allimportant
point ; for'in a majority of my own successful cases, arsenic had
failed, having previously been tried on an essentially difierent

“plan ;'and in many of them tar had likewise failed. -

. 2. Arsenic not only cures the discase, but, when continved for

" a certain time after the final disappearance of the discase, always

in'a great degree, and frequently entirely, destroys all tendency to
the morbid action. . This is not the ecase with tar. On:Mr.

“Wethcrfield's own showing, some of his patients were only reliev.
ed for the time, and * suffered repeatedly from the discase.”

-+ 3. Although Mr. Wetherfield’s patients appear to have made

" no ‘tomplaints—1a their hunour be it spoken—yet the odour of tar,

to say nothing of its trouble and filth, is to some persons intolera-

" ble; ‘and to none can it be agreeable to reflect, that they carry it

. about .with them' into cvery company. Areenic is not upen to

this objection. - = . . ‘ R

. ~+.. Arsenie, besides being more certain and lasting in its effects,
as weil as Jess unpleasant, is as safe as tar. . Of this I have abun-
dant proofs in tho histury of meny thousands of cases. 'Nor have

. L.yet met with a patient who, from idiosnyeracy, could not bear

it. 1 have explained in my book, that where the system was re.
markably susceptible, and in a degrce intolerant of the remedy,
the disease was so. much the more amenable to its influence.
yielding specdily. to such very minute doses as the  patient could
bear with impunity. c

. Nevertheless, if -

I ehould meet with = case in which arsenic

‘cannot be born.in any dose, I will certainly give a trial to the

@ ..o L ) ‘ .
-¥.may, perhaps, be ailowed to add, however, that it is our duty

_ in'every case, es it will prove our interest, as well as that of the

pelient; to try at once the most effective reniedy we have at hand,

. oepecially if it be safe, and subjects the patient to no annoyance,
. =My, Thos. Hunt, of Herne Bay, in Med. Gsz. . """ .

. SURGERY.,

’ :Onw‘CI:qfolitI‘itis o7 Inflammation of the Choroid ‘Mcmbrqhnc‘ of
the Eye—Treatment. By Dr. Jacon.—It is obvious from thc

* description before given of this form of inflammation of the eye,

“that’ it does: not require the same amount of active treatment
__necessary in the more acuts varieties. . The lwo great resources

' relied on'in’ violent and ‘rapid attacks—depletion and mercury—

. wre freguently not only unnecessary, but even permcious- It is
_often,’in fact, marc an" example ‘of the slow destructive process

accompanied by icreased local vascular-action, which is searcely

“'t9.:be considered inflammuation, than true inflammation iteelf. ‘The

" time is not] perhaps; far distant, when these circumscribed' local

‘disorganizations, or'even miore cxtended derangement of vascular
arrangements, will not be considercd of ‘the same nature as the

" éondition’ which exists in ungquivocal inflammatory action... The
adoption ‘of ‘such terms as congestion, sub-acute inflamimation,
_'and similar phrases, implying the existence of 'various degrees: of

this state ¢f parts, strengthen this cunclusion. " I do not' mean to

- deny that the discasc now undér consideration ever’ assumes’ the

. especially in re ‘ L] s!
. -general natiire is of a languid or feeble chardcter ; and I'am in-
" cliped’ts think that when great ‘vascular ‘action, pain; intolerance

.of light, and "blindness, exist or siperveric, the term’ choroiditis
* ‘should nqt be used, but feserved for the form of &

Hhink, met 2

form - of -active’ inflamation ;.it sometimes undoubtedly. does,
péo attacks ; ‘all. I mean to insist upon is, that its

case’ bietter

entitledl to that specific distinction, .. -

RS l,hé,qg! in treating of the other, forms of infammation, ‘8‘(;): fq]l;v

discuszed the,question as to depletion by abstraction of blood,
it ig ynneccssary to retirn.io itat length, I have nol, I
il aniy 2ass of this disease, sithar reqyiring general

bleeding ‘from the arm or ¢cmporal artery, or admitting of it, -
Symptoms are, however, often sufficiently acute at the commence,
ment of a fitst attack;.or of a relapse, to demand the spplication .
of lceclies; not so much, perhaps, with the view of reducing the |
quantity of circulating blood, us to diminish local turgescence by
a diversion of its current 3 or rather, indeed, to effect that redue, .
tion of vascular action, which experience hag tanght us this.
methed of drawing blood causes, ‘Thig view is, however, 6y -
much at variance with that of Dr. Mackenzie, that 1 think it
right to copy his opinion here:— = : LT

!« Profuse and repeated blond.letting docs more good in the carly -
stage of chorviditis then all nther remedies put together. Yot
we might perhaps not be tempted to. bleed sufficiently at this”
period of the discuse, from the circumstance that ‘in ‘miany in.
stances, there are no external signs of intense inflammation, and
the patient does not suffer any acute pain. . The . practitioner,”
therefore, who is not acquainted with the nature and symptomsof
this ophthalmic, might be apt to trifle away time in the applica. -
tion of a few iceches, when he should be. opening the temiporal.
artery, and removing a large quantity of blood. I have known
the blucness and cvident distension of the sclerotics, which, not.
withstandiug lecching and other remedies, had ‘continued ua.’
abated for many weeks, disappear suddenly and compictely, after
the loss of twenty or thirty ounces of blood from the temple.
Bleeding from thc jugular vein, or from the arm, iy also highly
useful. Twenty-four or mors leeches round the eyc, every sceond
day, T haveseen attended by the best effects.  In chroaic cases, wo
must not neglect the frequent and liberal pplication of leeches,
In the repeated and often severe atiacks of pain. which oceur i
the comree of selerotico.choroiditis, if . the pulse is not. affected,
blood taken from the arm is not bufty, and vencsection dacs little
good.” BT o R ‘ -
From this ¥ am aimost inclined to think, that T have not been
describing the disease 1o whiclh Dr, Mackenzie hes been directing
his'attention. What I eall choroiditis, | have sn gencrally seen
ocearring, 2s I have stated, in persons of fecble constitution, and
80 often in femeles of delicate frame and impaired health, that 1"
find the treatment here recomnended inadwmissible. I do not con..
sider violent.inflammation of the eyceball to be entitled to a distinct
specific character, and to be ealled choraiditis, hecause the scle.
rolic becomes blue and .distended in consequence of it; I am .
more inclined to restrict the termn, as | have said, to the languid

- |inflammation shuve described, "The fate Mr, Tyrrel, in treating :

of. choroiditis in his work on Diseases of the Eye, expresses
opinions more in unison with those which I venture to ofter, and .
I therefore quote thiem ; although I have some ‘doubt as to the,

‘| application of his chservations lo the diseasc alluded to by me or

Dr. Mackenzic. I quote them also beeause I find that Mr.,
"I'yrrel, more than any British surgeon, insisted upon the necessity -
of carefully- distinguishing the more feeble or languid forms of in.
flammation ‘{from the more active. und adupting the treatme

aceordingly s:— - >~ - . 7. R ‘ "
* 4 The medicinal and dictetic treatment, must depend upoy the
ccondition of the constitutional power of the party affected ;. most
frequently, as I have stated, the discase occurs,in persons having
a serofulous diathesis, and therefore generally weak power.: - OF,
the number of cases of this disease which have come unader iy,
observation, I am cerlain that, in ninetcen out of tiwenty, it hes:
occurred when the general power lias been bolow par.. Supposing,:
therefore, that such be the condition of the putient, the diet should,
be good and nutritious 5 he should take smnall doses of ‘meretry
with_ ehalk, vr very minate doses of the bichloride of mercury, o
n some instances, Plumier's pill ; but in° addition o either form
of mercury, eome tonic shouid be given; the form.of which must:
depend upon the ‘peculiarity of the constitutional disturbance; |
‘the influence of any. partieular” functional- detangement.:” Thug
in soiie instances, sarsaparille or bark’ may be proper ;- in’ oth
cages, the addition of mincral acid' may be serviceable, as'when .
the culgneous action is inordinate; or further, some preparation;
of ‘steel may be employed with advantage, as in the case’ of the ;
young female suffering from irregularity of uterine functions, &€

% Somotimes cases oceur in, which the jd‘ia‘t‘urb‘a‘ng‘:’e' of genetal
health’ has been principally prodaced "and maintained by causos
which 'tend to exhaust too.rapidly the genersl power; such.3s

oxgesy, uf. applisation 'to 8 gedentary-employment, with, defiolent:



